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The debate surrounding the routine arming of police officers in the UK has become an increasingly relevant and controversial topic in recent years. Historically, police forces in the UK have maintained a policy of unarmed policing, with firearms reserved for special operations units, such as armed response teams. However, with rising concerns about public safety, terrorism, and violent crime, the question of whether all police officers should routinely carry firearms has emerged as a topic of significant public and academic interest. This dissertation seeks to critically examine this issue.
Aiming to investigate the various facets of routine arming. The study will aim to answer several primary objectives that will help clarify the benefits and risks associated with routine arming, as well as how such a policy may influence police behaviour, interactions with the public, international models of policing and internal police culture. A survey will also be created, and it will engage directly with serving and retired officers from South Wales Police, this research provides an opportunity to gather firsthand insights into the experiences and opinions of those directly impacted by armed policing practices.

The primary objectives of this dissertation are as follows:
To examine the historical and current methods of armed policing in the UK. 
This objective will explore how firearms have been integrated into UK policing practices over time, identifying key developments and shifts in approach.
To understand the impact of public perception on the debate surrounding the routine arming of police officers. 
This objective will explore how public attitudes shape police policy, with a focus on how perceptions of safety, trust, and fear influence decision-making on firearms use in policing.
To compare the UK’s approach to armed policing with those of other countries. 
By comparing the UK’s practices with countries that routinely arm their police forces, this objective will highlight the differences and similarities in approach and the lessons that can be learned from international experiences.
To investigate the broader impacts on police accountability, culture, and the use of force. This objective will explore the internal effects of routine arming, particularly how it may affect police behaviour, decision-making, and accountability in the context of police-public relations.

For the analysis section a mixed-methods research approach will be employed, combining quantitative survey data with qualitative responses to provide a comprehensive analysis of officers' opinions and experiences. The survey will be administered to serving and retired officers from South Wales Police, and it will address the aforementioned objectives through a combination of closed-ended questions (to gather numerical data) and open-ended questions (to provide richer, qualitative insights). The findings will be analysed to identify key trends, correlations, and themes that will inform the discussion on the implications of routine arming.
The purpose of this study is to contribute to the ongoing debate on routine arming in the UK by providing a nuanced, officer-centred perspective on the potential advantages and disadvantages of such a policy. The insights gained from this research will offer a deeper understanding of how police officers themselves view the issue and how their opinions may influence the future of armed policing in the UK.
The significance of this dissertation lies in its ability to bridge the gap between academic theory, public discourse, and practical realities of policing. By directly engaging with police officers, the study provides valuable insights into their lived experiences, opinions, and concerns regarding armed policing, allowing for a more informed discussion on the matter. This research will contribute to the broader understanding of how routine arming could reshape UK policing practices and the broader impact it may have on society as a whole.
In summary, this dissertation aims to critically analyse the routine arming of police officers in the UK through a detailed examination of the historical context, public perception, international models and the broader implications on police culture and accountability. By doing so, it will hope to answer the key research questions and provide a well-rounded, evidence-based perspective on the issue of armed policing in the UK.


Findings and Conclusion

Summary of key findings
The purpose of this dissertation was to critically analyse the debate surrounding the routine arming of police officers in the UK. The study aimed to examine how armed policing has evolved, the influence of public opinion on police policy, international models, and the broader implications of routine arming on police accountability, culture, and the use of force. 
The dissertation employed a mixed-methods approach, involving both qualitative and quantitative data through a survey of serving and retired officers in the South Wales Police Force. The survey asked questions directly aligned with the research objectives, providing first-hand accounts of police officers' views on the debate surrounding routine arming.

Majority Opposition to Routine Arming
A significant majority of officers (75%) disagreed with the idea of routinely arming police officers in the UK, citing concerns about the risks to police culture, public relations, and the potential for increased use of force. Officers emphasised that the presence of firearms could alter the nature of police interactions with the public, making them more confrontational. 
Influence of Public Opinion on Police Policy
Public opinion was seen as a significant factor influencing police policy, with 90% of respondents agreeing that public perception plays a critical role in shaping decisions about armed policing. Many officers emphasised that any change in policy regarding armed policing would need to consider public opinion to ensure continued trust in the police force. This points to the growing recognition that police policies must be responsive to public expectations, especially in a society where police accountability is increasingly scrutinised.
Limited Need for Firearms in Daily Policing
A notable portion of officers (75%) reported that they rarely or never encounter situations requiring firearms. This finding further strengthens the argument against the routine arming of all officers, and that the current model of policing, which relies on situationally armed units, is both more cost-effective and better suited to maintaining a peaceful, community-focused approach.
Impact on Police Accountability and Escalation
The study revealed that most officers (70%) believed routine arming would decrease police accountability, while 80% agreed that it could increase the risk of escalation in public encounters. These findings are critical in addressing the research aim of investigating the broader impacts on police accountability and behaviour when firearms are involved. Officers expressed concern that carrying firearms as a routine could lead to higher levels of violence in interactions with the public, as well as a potential erosion of the more community-oriented, unarmed policing model that currently exists in the UK.
Differing Opinions on Firearms and Safety
While a small minority of officers (15%) supported routine arming, citing concerns about safety and the effectiveness of firearms in high-risk situations, the overall trend was opposition. This highlights the complexities of the issue and speaks to the need for a nuanced approach to armed policing. The minority of officers supporting routine arming were primarily concerned with officer safety in dangerous or high-risk scenarios, indicating that while they recognised the risks of firearms in everyday policing, they felt the increased threat of violence against officers warranted the need for trained firearms officers in certain situations. This provides an insight into the more tactical view of armed policing, which contrasts with the broader concerns about its cultural and ethical implications.

Key research objectives answered? 

Examining the Historical and Current Methods of Armed Policing
The survey did not delve deeply into the historical evolution of armed policing, but it provided insights into officers' understanding of how firearms have been integrated into UK policing. Most officers (60%) had some knowledge of armed policing history, suggesting that they are informed about the context of armed policing and how it has evolved. However, a deeper historical analysis could have provided more comprehensive insights.
Understanding the Impact of Public Opinion on the Debate
The results clearly indicate that public opinion plays a vital role in shaping police policies on armed policing. A significant majority (90%) of officers affirmed that public perception influences their views on routine arming, suggesting that societal attitudes are a major factor in the ongoing debate.

Comparing the UK's Approach to Armed Policing with Other Countries 
While this dissertation did not directly compare the UK's approach with countries that routinely arm their police, it is evident that UK officers show strong resistance to routine arming, in contrast to countries where armed policing is more common. This suggests that UK officers are more inclined to maintain traditional policing methods, emphasising unarmed officers and community-based policing. Further research could compare UK officers' views with those in countries with more widespread armed policing to better understand the global context of armed policing practices.

Investigating the Broader Impacts on Police Accountability, Culture, and Use of Force 
The study found that routine arming is seen as a potential threat to police accountability, with most officers believing that carrying firearms could decrease accountability and increase the likelihood of escalation. The concerns about altering police culture, making officers more cautious and less approachable, were also prevalent. Officers expressed concerns that firearms could change police culture, making officers less approachable and more cautious in their interactions with the public. Additionally, the potential for increased use of force and less effective de-escalation were key concerns raised by the majority of officers.

Contributions of the Study
This dissertation contributes to the ongoing debate surrounding the routine arming of police officers in the UK by providing insights into the attitudes of South Wales Police officers. It adds to the literature by combining both quantitative and qualitative data to offer a nuanced perspective on the topic. The study highlights the significant concerns about the potential risks of routine arming, such as the escalation of violence and the negative effects on police-public relations, while also acknowledging the minority viewpoint that supports routine arming for increased safety in high-risk situations.
Furthermore, the study sheds light on the influence of public opinion in shaping police policies and decisions, emphasising the importance of considering public perception in discussions about armed policing.

Limitations of the Study

While the study provides valuable insights, there are several limitations,

Small Sample Size
The sample size of 20 officers from one police force (South Wales Police) is relatively small, which limits the ability to generalize the findings to the broader police force population in the UK. A larger sample size from multiple regions would provide more robust conclusions.

Potential for Response Bias 
Officers may have been influenced by social desirability bias, potentially leading to answers that reflect perceived expectations rather than their true opinions. This limitation could have affected the reliability of the responses.
Limited Scope of Historical Analysis
The dissertation touches upon officers' knowledge of the history of armed policing but does not conduct an in-depth exploration of how firearms have been historically integrated into UK policing. A more detailed historical analysis could provide a richer context for understanding current attitudes toward armed policing.
Narrow Focus on Officers' Views
This study focuses exclusively on the views of police officers, and while their perspectives are critical, including the views of other stakeholders for example, the public, policymakers, or experts in armed policing would provide a more holistic understanding of the issue.

Conclusion
In conclusion, this dissertation has addressed the research objectives by providing a comprehensive analysis of the views of South Wales Police officers on the routine arming of all police officers. The study found a strong majority of officers opposed to routine arming, primarily due to concerns about escalation, accountability, and the impact on police culture. Public opinion emerged as a crucial factor in shaping police policy, and many officers emphasised the importance of maintaining the traditional model of unarmed policing in the UK to maintain public trust in the police force.
The study contributes to the broader conversation on armed policing, particularly in the UK, by highlighting the complex and multifaceted nature of the debate. While there are clear concerns about the risks associated with routine arming, the minority of officers who supported it cited potential benefits in terms of safety and effectiveness during high-risk situations. 
The findings underscore the need for a careful, balanced approach to armed policing, with an emphasis on accountability, training, and public trust.
Further research is needed to explore the perspectives of other stakeholders and to address the limitations of this study, particularly regarding sample size and scope. Ultimately, this dissertation provides a valuable contribution to the discourse on armed policing in the UK, offering insights that can inform future policy decisions on the issue.

