
‘Oh, What a Lovely War’ 



                                        Music Video 
Inform ourselves and the audience 

https://youtu.be/7vTZCIn6ZgI

https://youtu.be/7vTZCIn6ZgI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vTZCIn6ZgI


Relevant plays and Genres during WW1

●what plays were produced in the war
●common objectives of these plays
●target audience
●impact on audience
●how did it influence Oh, What a Lovely War!



Reasons why theatre was struggling and closed

● Loss of Male Actors - Many fought in the war and were killed
● Black Outs and Zeppelin Raids - Big risk for the public, 

being bombed.
● Lack of Transportation - not reliable, only used for essential 

journeys
● Theatre prices - introduced in 1916, ticket prices raised

How theatre affected the public 

● People felt comfortable in the theatre
● A great source of entertainment
● escape from war 



Comedy -

● helped boost people's spirits
● old fashion comedy
● physical comedy was 

popular
● Charlie Chaplin sketch in war
● The film Shoulder Arms - 

day-to-day life in the trench

Popular genres of theatre consisted of:

Musicals -

● brought entertainment and 
joy to the audience

● Actors wore colourful and 
baggy clothing

● jokey and satirical 
comments on the war

● jokes on other countries
● Popular musical shell out!
● jokes on British life during 

the war
● positive audience response 

Political -

● focused on the war 
and its themes

● very patriotic - 
defeating the enemy

● portrayed war as a 
necessary sacrifice 



● A common theme in these plays is propaganda
● government took advantage
● focus more on glorifying soldiers instead of asking if war is morally 

right
● A notable play of the time "The Black Ell" produced in 1916
● Harold a soldier returning from war living with his parents
● trauma from war, haunted by killing a German soldier
● questions if it was justified
● the play covers themes such as the mental health of soldiers, and 

how it wasn't taken seriously
● family struggles, his family neglect his trauma, doesn't understand 

why he's upset
● despite it being a positive message on war, it was banned

Propaganda in theatre



● Plays mentioned have inspired Oh, What a Lovely War!
● Using similar themes such as satirical comedy and loud 

musicals
● despite this, it addresses dark topics such as the murder of 

soldiers and traumatic war events
● Comedically potrayed 
● Oh what a Lovely War is a parody of all war plays
● offering realistic and gruesome detail to the audience about 

war
● mentioning the long-lasting effects and should be taken more 

seriously

Inspiration for Oh, What a Lovely War!



Satire 
DEFINITION
Satire is a genre of literature and of arts that 
employs humour, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to 
expose and criticize people’s stupidity or vices, 
particularly in contemporary politics and other 
topical issues. Through its insightful and often 
biting commentary, satire aims to improve society 
by encouraging change or reform.

Wall-E is a prime example of childhood 
movie that use satire to criticize our waste 
management and highlight what will 
happen if were do not change are ways.

How this relates to “Oh What A Lovely War”
● Oh what a lovely war use satire to mock the first world war.
● To show how it used the soldier as pons to be moved about and 

lost without thinking about the lives of the soldiers.
● Just to gain small amounts of land.
● How after the war main of there soldier if they lived were just 

expected to go back to their normal lives as if the war had never 
happen. 

● This play was meant to show people how the working class was 
treated in the war and cause social change. 

How they music video of rap 
battle and horrible history.



Costume  

“Costumes convey information 
about this person at an exact 
moment in his or her life, even 
before one word of dialogue is 
spoken” an oscars instructions guide 
to costume design explains.

Why is costume important  
?

● Costume design is an 
integral part of creating a 
world as it established the 
characters and 
communicates the context 
of what you are trying to 
produce and supports the 
overall tone as well as style 
of the performance. 

● All the elements used 
within costume create the 
atmosphere which helps 
enhances the audience’s 
understanding of the 
characters and themes in 
the production.

Element within costume
● Colour
● Condition 
● Cut 
● Fabric 
● Fit
● Adornments (jewellery, hats, 

scarves)
● Hair
● Makeup 
● texture



What women did within 
the first world war.

A Quote from Mairi chisholm how was a ambulance 
driver in the 1WW about what women were expected to 
be before the war.

“Oh a nice little girl was a very feminine little girl, you 
see it was a man’s world totally and completely women 
were not supposed to have much in the brain and of 
course we were not brought up to career at all, the one 
and only career was a good marriage.” 

What were women's lives 
like before the war

● Women had very few opportunity and few 
rights.

● Women employment was highly stratified by 
class, working class women were broadly 
accustomed to working long hours in areas 
such as domestic service and unequal pay was 
the norm.

● Women had no legal protection from 
domestic violence .

● Women were expected to married and look 
after the home

● At the outbreak of the war Emmeline 
Pankhurst suspended the activities of the 
women social and political union to 
concentrated her efforts in helping the 
government recruit women to do the 
work for the war that the men had done 
before they left for war. 

● An estimated two million women 
replaced men in employment bring the 
total percentage of women in 
employment from 24% in 1914 to 37% in 
1918.

● In total over one hundred thousand 
women joined the british army in world 
war one.

● In 1918 there were over 90,00 voluntary 
aid detachment nurse in the red cross

● Other jobs Farming,Delivery van 
drivers, Engineering workers, Railway 
workers, Ambulance drivers.



How the women’s movement 
affected fashion trends 

● The work that women did during 
the war proved that they could 
carried out the work that was 
normally carried out by men.

● In the US the war brought social 
change for women as a significant 
number of women had entered the 
workforce to fill the jobs that men 
had left behind to fight. This 
contribution galvanized support 
for the women movement which 
end up leading to the nineteenth 
amendment in 1920.

● After the war many women stayed 
in the workforce this lead to young 
women in cities enjoying 
unprecedented economic 
independence.

● In britain 1918 women over 30 
were given the vote.

How this help the 
women's movement

Throughout history there has been an 
undeniable link between feminism 
and fashion.

● Colour became symbols of the 
movement.

● As women seeked liberation in 
there lives so did they begin to 
seek it in there dress.

● In 1910 trouser began to make 
there way into woman’s 
wardrobes but this was marked 
by the rise of the new woman 
that became popular in the 20s.

● Woman cut there hair into short 
bobs.



flappers
As we moved out of the war there 
was a emergence of the “New 
Women”, stereotypes of flappers 
appeared.

● Young women who embraced 
the freedom from traditional 
societal constraints.

● They were interested in 
enjoying life with drinking 
and smoking.

● A typical flapper chose to 
dress in a way that would of 
been seen as shocking and 
scandalous. 

What they looked like
● Dresses were straight 

style, sleeveless and 
often low cut at about 
knee length.

● Stocking often just 
below the knee.

● Bobbed or chin-length 
hairstyle. 

● Cosmetics used in a 
bold manner.

● Accessories included 
headbands, close 
fitting cloche hats, 
bangle bracelets and 
long strands of beads.



The First World War: Causes, Effects and 
Consequences







8-22 million dead (estimate)



Causes?



Seeing the War through Poetry



What the Poem means in English:

Bitter to live in times like these.
While God declines beyond the seas;
Instead, man, king or peasantry,
Raises his gross authority.

When he thinks God has gone away
Man takes up his sword to slay
His brother; we can hear death's roar.
It shadows the hovels of the poor.

Like the old songs they left behind,
We hung our harps in the willows again.
Ballads of boys blow on the wind,
Their blood is mingled with the rain.



      
        An tionchar a bhí ag an teanga ar an mbealach 

Táim chun plé a dhéanamh ar a theanga am chogaídh. 

Mar is eol dúinn, bogadh saighdiúirí ó gach tír go tír agus throid siad I 
dtíortha nach raibh a gcuid féin. 

Rinne séseo deacair do na saighduúirí orduithe a thuiscint. 



How Language was Affected by WW1 
Reading the script 

Barriers to communication 

Soldiers language and colloquial Terms 



Common Terms used 
Completely made up or bad pronunciations of words 

-                                                           San fairy ann 

-                                                Plonker 

-                               Skive off 

Why did the soldiers use the made up language?



How language made itself into contemporary songs 
                                   ‘ I Want to go home’
I want to go home, I want to go home. 
I don’t want to go to the trenches no more, 
Where whizzbangs and shrapnel they whistle and roar. 
Take me over the sea where the Alleyman can’t get at me. 
Oh my, I don’t want to die, I want to go home. 

http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/205521
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/228708
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/178797
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/248309


Songs and words repeated in the play    

● Tommy
● Wipers  

                             ‘Sing me to sleep’ 

Far far from wipers I long to be.

Where german soldiers can’t get at me, 

Damp is my dugout, cold are my feet 

Waiting for wizzbangs to put me to sleep. 



The Songs in Oh! What A Lovely War



The Songs in Oh! What A Lovely War
My grandmother seemed to think he 
was some kind of saint - ‘cos he was 
her son.”

“I think he was a normal London boy 
- I mean he was only 19 when he died, 
so he didn’t really have much chance 
to prove himself anyway.”

A quote from Charles Chilton

“Theres a Long, Long Trail” by James Reed and J.F Harrison (1915) which charted at 1# in december 1915 for 12 weeks



The Songs in Oh! What A Lovely War



The Songs in Oh! What A Lovely War



Parody Music during The War



Parody Music during The War: Oh! What A Lovely War

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HxwKEt4TH02UOQpeSwnqVnaE05FIT_xa/preview


Parody Music during The War: The original song

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-d9d606K7QWrpDWgHZ_CKANRA3p1cFzZ/preview


Parody Music during The War: A Modern Cover

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Fs6p6ceyrc1HBnAiT70VO1SlArBTuenK/preview


Theatre Set Variation 
            -Large open space 

            -Detail within simplicity 

            -Dark Lighting 



Oh! What a Lovely War! (1969)

-Hints of Circus tent throughout to make up for 
the lack of clowns. 



Pontardawe Arts Centre 
-Originally Built in 1908

-WW1 1914-1918

-Realistic to current links in 
the industry

-Actor entrances

- Detail within Simplicity



Dressing the Stage 

-Inverted 
circus tent 
shaped 
drapery 



♫

https://docs.google.com/file/d/175fFmjqGGd9Brs5xQzHaai4V0jt_bog2/preview


Original Ideas

I wanted to look at "A Dolls House" by Henrik Ibsen. I felt we hadnt explored the real story its based off of and theres a contempory 
play in the works called "Burning Down The House" which is a version of the original play but changed to bring light o Laura Kieler 
and give a more modern femenist outlook on the story. But the group felt more connected to "Oh! What A Lovely War" by Joan 
Littlewood



I explained I hadnt watched the play and I unfortunately didn’t see the third years production (I was in hospital during this time) but I 
thought it would be good for me to come back to it and look at it with a fresh perspective. The biggest thing I felt left out about 
during class discussions regarding "Oh! What A Lovely War" is the music. So I volunteered to look into that. James and Leah wanted 
to make a parody style song and I felt I could research into that as a way to link the projects together



Unfortunately, there was a moment of miscommunication over the Christmas break. But I was 
happy to have the opportunity when we returned to try and begin connecting our work again 

to reform that collaborative element when we returned in person. I think it was dealt with 
well, both sides on the matter being mature enough to arrange a meeting with our lecturers 

and find a compromise, this is a important skill to learn in my opinion as it helps me feel more 
confident in future projects and prepares for future jobs where there might be small issues to 

work around.



Deciding on my Focus



The Long Long Trail

Sorry for doodling

https://youtu.be/LzhlSmf59tk?si=adxNct34VbFLV37v

https://youtu.be/LzhlSmf59tk?si=adxNct34VbFLV37v


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03nrn9m

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008hvwk

Charles Chilton the Music Origins and inspiration for 
"Oh! What A Lovely War" bbc radio programme the 
musical is based on was unavailable, so I listened to a 
tribute from Roy Hudd about the work instead

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03nrn9m
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008hvwk


Group Meeting Notes



Watching the Play

*The Black Eyed Theatre (forgive me I watched the production before bed lol)



Comparing the Songs



Comparing the Songs: Oh! What A Lovely War



Comparing the Songs: The Original Song

https://youtu.be/BCFnSKhpdGs?si=eCBfzyQg4JC8tofK

https://youtu.be/BCFnSKhpdGs?si=eCBfzyQg4JC8tofK


Comparing the Songs: A Modern Cover

https://youtu.be/76SFfeW4N5w?si=ICOnQIPjcfd-DPHi

https://youtu.be/76SFfeW4N5w?si=ICOnQIPjcfd-DPHi


Notes



My Presentation Plan



The songs in Oh What  A Lovely War



The songs in Oh What  A Lovely War

“Theres a Long, Long Trail” by James Reed and J.F Harrison (1915) which charted at 1# in december 1915 for 12 weeks

My grandmother seemed to think he 
was some kind of saint - ‘cos he was 
her son.”

“I think he was a normal London boy 
- I mean he was only 19 when he 
died, so he didn’t really have much 
chance to prove himself anyway.”

A quote from Charles Chilton

https://docs.google.com/file/d/16XDnGrwmTkqJnb6Nh0WusnK4E-YP5v5N/preview


The songs in Oh What  A Lovely War



The songs in Oh What  A Lovely War



Parody Music in the War

INSERT MODERN 
PARODIES AS A 
CALL BACK TO 
OTHER GROUP 
MEMBERS



Parody Music in the War

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HxwKEt4TH02UOQpeSwnqVnaE05FIT_xa/preview


Parody Music in the War

“Hush Here Comes The Dream Man” by Stanley Kirby 1880-1949

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-d9d606K7QWrpDWgHZ_CKANRA3p1cFzZ/preview


Parody Music in the War

“Hush Here Comes a WhizzBang” by Fitzrovia chorus and John Mealing in 2014

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Fs6p6ceyrc1HBnAiT70VO1SlArBTuenK/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1qUce_DUWASy3S1mzpkcgAX2O9UpftdwM/preview


 

I researched music from Oh What A Lovely War, its known that the musical uses real music 

from WW1 but this was sourced from Charles Chiltons BBC Radio Programme 

 

The Long Long Trail was a bbc radio programme made in 1961 of 40 songs from WW1 

stitched together along with memories and anecdotes of the war Charles Chilton made in 

dedication of his Father. Charles never met his Father, his father going to war before he was 

born then dying at age 19 when a shell exploded overhead. Raised by his grandmother after 

his Mother died when he was 6 he grew up listening to his Granmothers Memories of his 

father. 

 

By the 60s most WW1 songs were forgotten or not talked about, a few common ones such 

as “The Tipperary” were still known. Charles researched deeply into a book called “Tommys 

Tunes” published 1917 which cataloged music from the trenches. I was really lucky to be 

able to find a public archive of the full book and it was interesting seeing how many songs 

were in the index. 



 

 The opening poem was really insightful to me too, the way that songs and humour were 

used to cope through the war in the first and last stanza as if to soften the blow of the centre, 

where you are reminded of the reality of death. Its similar to the way Oh What A Lovely War 

seems to cycle through joy and satire and moments of realityshocks to further emphasise 

the war. 

 

I researched music from Oh What A Lovely War, its known that the musical uses real music 

from WW1 but this was sourced from Charles Chiltons BBC Radio Programme. Roy Hudd 

who knew him through working at the BBC interviews his family, children, and showcases 

segements of the clips 

 

Parody Music has been around since the 16th century as a means of reusing a well known 

melody to create satire or mock something. This list is all the parody songs JUST in Tommys 

Tunes and we can imagine there would be way more recorded in other sources or maybe 

forgotten. By using parody this gave a accessibility to making music in the trenches, you 

didnt have to compose or be a lyrical genius just swap a few words for a laugh and these 

songs would spread quickly due to the familiarity of the songs giving soldiers something to 

do together, a sense of unison and camaraderie to distract from the situation or to find 

humour in ww1 



 

In the movie there is a combination of spoken word and song, this makes sense considering 

the movies emphasis on semi realism where theory want to lead into scenes without 

distracting from the reality of war. 

 

The original song was intended as a way to make children want to go to sleep, its lyrics are 

an attempt to paint dreaming as a journey or continuation of playtime for children who may 

have opposed stopping what they were doing originally. I found a video on youtube of a 

archival hobbyist named Paul Harrison who collects vintage vinyls and records them in 

hopes of preserving them. 

 

I wanted to include aswell a tribute choir edition because i liked the contrast between the 

original, this one has more speed and something jovial to it. That bright quality to the voice 

feels disconnected to me when i consider the songs original version was to lull children to 

sleep, it makes me wonder if this song was intended to be comforting? A reflection on 

childhood and a attempt to sleep despite enduring the war. This performance feels to me like 

its looking back on the time 



Production Performance and Genre 
Evaluation                                                                                                           by Alaya Kow 

 

I feel as if my presentation went well considering the issues my group faced in the 
beginning of research. There was a small miscommunication regarding the result, I had 
belief that the result would be a collaborative music video and based my research on 
parody music to support the idea. Despite this plan not going ahead and the music 
video being a separate piece I felt like my research could still be changed to apply to the 
topic and used to link our work. I feel proud of how professionally our group handled the 
situation after we had our meeting to discuss what happened. 

I really enjoyed the opportunity to look at one of the plays we covered in class further. 
Looking at the text with more research and background behind it i feel definetly 
improved my understanding of the play. Oh! What A Lovely War is probably one of the 
scripts I felt the least comfortable in talking about, I had not seen the production and 
sadly missed the third years performance, so my only context was reading the script. By 
the end of the project, I had listened to radio shows about WW1, watched a production 
online from the Red Eyed Theatre and felt much more interested in the plot than before. 
There is such a massive difference in reading a stimulus and fully taking it in 

Working collaboratively was also a wonderful chance to get an actor's perspective on 
the scripts.  As they have a different insight into performance and genre than Set 
Designers would have, considering how different the outcomes expected from each 
course are. I found the actors were really driven by the characters in the story and their 
themes. While Set design felt more drawn to the time and place of such themes which 
is why i felt more compelled to do historical research and contextual information about 
the inspiration behind the play. 

I felt incredibly nervous performing in front a large group and tried to make a script to 
help me present, but I found it hard to both follow the words on the page and interact 
with the audience. I wish I had more time to practise so maybe I could try presenting 
without cue cards and give a more natural, confident performance. I was so nervous 
when the actors performed their scene at the very end as I had prepared enough audio 
to back the acting, but I was not prepared for the scene to be introduced on the same 
slide, so the song cut out halfway through. I also did not get a chance to explain the 
song was chosen because it dedicated to a nurse who died in a crossfire during WW1, 
this was fitting to the scene as it involved a nurse character along with a clergy man and 
a commanding general. 
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