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Syllabus: 
 Educational aims of the module

This module is to take students to a substantial assessment of the ethical theories and practices of Confucianism. Morality is characteristic of the Confucian tradition, the ideology that dominates China and East Asia for more than two thousand years. Indeed all the codes of conduct, rules of propriety, norms of social, familial and personal life in this region cannot be fully understood unless we have placed them in the context of Confucian ethics. Confucian ethics demonstrates many features in common with other ethical systems, either deontological or consequentialistic. It revolves around personal virtue and family relationships but also extends to communal, social and political areas. Stressing the significance of moral virtues and self-cultivation, Confucian ethics is embedded with certain key features of a virtue ethical system. However, Confucianism is also a particular ethics, different from what we generally understood by this word. It is primarily concerned with the roles of human beings in different capacities, and with the effect of a good or bad act upon progresses of personal, natural, social, religious and political affairs. In thinking of and dealing with these issues Confucianism develops a unique perspective on the moral world humans have built up. 

In particular,

· The aim of the module is to engage the central themes of Confucian ethical and philosophical thinking way, and to understand the main characteristics of Confucianism as an ethical tradition that has been dominant or influential in East Asia for two thousand years. 
· It is to examine critically the Confucian theories and solutions concerning perennial problems that the Chinese and other East Asian peoples were and still are faced with. Confucian ethics is not analytical. However when coming to the issues of the relationships between humans and Tian (Heaven, the Ultimate Power, Nature, Natural Law and the source of morality), and between the self and others, Confucians have developed a variety of arguments and debates which facilitate different theories or speculations. It is in these theories where we are going to find both the universal values and the particular characteristics of Confucian ethics, including its perspectives on virtual ethics, religious ethics, family ethics, political ethics and environmental ethics. 
· The course will take a comparative approach in the sense that Confucian ethics is to be examined in the context of ethical terminologies in English. Modern interpretations of Confucian ethics are inevitably based on hermeneutical readings of Confucian texts and commentaries in light of Western philosophy and ethics. By engaging contemporary western and Chinese scholarships on Confucian ethics, students are expected to form their own comparative understanding and judgements.  

Learning outcomes of the module

Upon completing this module successfully, students are expected to have gained an overview of Confucianism in history and in the contemporary world, to have understood the underlying ideas of Confucian ethics, and to have critically investigated the difference and commonality between Confucian ethics and Western ethics. In particular, successful students are expected to demonstrate:

· An informed understanding of various strands of Confucian ethical tradition which are related especially to such key issues as good and bad (evil) nature of human beings, the source of moral virtues, the justification of a political regime, the environmental concerns, and the importance of moral education.
· Critical skills in understanding the metaphysical and epistemological reasons behind Confucian answers to primary ethical questions. 
· A balanced evaluation of the modern usefulness of Confucian ethics and comprehension of the challenges traditional Confucian ethics are faced with
· A philosophical awareness of the tension between classical Confucian ethics and its contemporary applications. 

  
The Module will be taught in Semester 2 (Start from 30th Jan to 28th March 2017):  
 
20 hour Lectures and 10 hours seminar in total will be delivered through this module:   
Monday: 9 -11 am at TUCHER 02
Tuesday:  14-15 pm at ARTS 04

Module Syllabus

Teaching will be divided into 10 sessions, each session lasting for two hours including seminar. Teaching will start on Wednesday 5 October, and end on Wednesday 14 December. The first five sessions will be on general introduction to Confucianism as the background of Confucian ethical discourse, while the last five will be focused on specific Confucian ethical views: religious, the self, familial, political and environmental.
1. What is Confucianism? 
2. Confucius
3. Confucius and Confucian Classics 
4. Confucian Way (Dao)
5. Moral Epistemology
6. Confucian Religion and Ethics 
7. Reading Week (13-19 March)
8. Self in Confucian Ethics
9. Family Ethics 
10. Political Ethics
11. Environmental Ethics

Lecture 1:	What is Confucianism?
a. Confucianism and Ru
b. Ru jia—Confucian Household
c. Ru jiao—Confucian Teaching
d. Ru Xue—Confucian Learning
e. Ru Shu—the Confucian Art

Questions for Discussion:
What is ‘Ru’?
Why would some people say ‘Confucianism’ is not an accurate word for ‘Ru’?
Do you think ‘Ruism’ is a word better than ‘Confucianism’?

Reading: 
John Berthrong: Transformations of the Confucian Way, Chapter 7 Confucianism in the Modern World, 174-200, Westview Press, 1998. [B]
Xinzhong Yao: An Introduction to Confucianism, CUP, 2000, pp.16-47.[B]
Xinzhong Yao: ‘Confucianism’, in RouteldgeCurzon Encyclopedia of Confucianism, Vol. 1, pp. 1-11. [B]
Lionel M. Jensen: Manufacturing Confucianism—Chinese Tradition and Universal Civilisation’, Duke University Press, 1997, pp3-28. [B]
Shu-hsien Liu: ‘A Philosophic Analysis of the Confucian Approach to Ethics’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 22, No. 4 (Oct., 1972), pp. 417-425.[B]

Session 2: Confucius
· Confucius: The Symbol
· Confucius: The Historical Person
· Confucius: The Master
· Confucius: The Teachings
· Film: Confucius

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Questions for Discussion:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Who was/is Confucius? 
How significant do you think of the difference between the historical Confucius and the Confucius as people believe to be?

Reading: 
· David Shepherd Nivision: ‘Confucius’, in The Cambridge History of Ancient China—From The Origin of Civilization to 221 B.C., Cambridge University Press, 1999, pp. 752-759.[B]
· ‘Biography of Confucius’ (Shiji, 47), in Lin Yutang: The Wisdom of Confucius, Chapter 2: The Life of Confucius, pp.42-78. Wilco Publishing House 2005.
· G.H. Mahood: ‘Socrates and Confucius: Moral Agents or Moral Philosophers?’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 21, No. 2. (Apr., 1971), pp. 177-188. [B]

Session 3: Confucius and Confucian Classics 
· A Tradition of Books?
· Confucius and Textbooks
· The Five Classics
· The Four Books
· Other Important Confucian Texts

Questions for Discussion:
What are the five classics? 
Who finalised the Four Books? Why?
What part did Confucian texts play in the transformation of the Confucian tradition?

Reading: 
· Homer H. Dubs: ‘Confucius: His Life and Teaching’, Philosophy, Vol. 26, No. 96. (Jan., 1951), pp. 30-36.[B]
· Herbert Fingarette: ‘Human Community as Holy Rite: An Interpretation of Confucius' Analects’, The Harvard Theological Review, Vol. 59, No. 1. (Jan., 1966), pp. 53-67. [B]
· John N. Williams: ‘Confucius, Mencius, and the Notion of True Succession’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 38, No. 2. (Apr., 1988), pp. 157-171. [B]
· ‘Introduction--Historical and Textual Background’, in The Analects of Confucius—A Philosophical Translation, translated with an introduction by Roger T. Ames and Henry Rosemont, Jr., New York: Ballantine books, 1999: pp. 1-19.[B]

Session 4: Confucian Way
· Dao and Way
· Way in the Analects
· Way as Universal
· Way as Particular
· Way as Virtue, Ability, Skill and Practice

Questions for Discussion
What is the Confucian Way?
How different is the Confucian Way from the Daoist Way?

Reading:
· Wei-ming Tu: ‘Confucius and Confucianism’, in Walter H. Slote and George A DeVos (ed.): Confucianism and the Family, SUNY Press, 1998; pp. 3-36. [B]
· Antonio S. Cua: ‘Reflections on the Structure of Confucian Ethics’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Apr., 1971), pp. 125-140. [B]
· Benjimin Schwartz: ‘Some Polarities in Confucian Thought’, in Confucianism and Chinese Civilization, edited by Arthur F. Wright, Stanford University Press, 1959, pp. 3-15.
· Benjimin Schwarts: ‘Confucius—The Vision of the Analects’, in The World of Thought in Ancient China, Harvard University Press, 1985, pp. 56-85.
· James Miller: ‘2. Way’, in Daoism-A Short Introduction, Oxford: One World, 2003, pp.36-52.

Session 5: Moral Epistemology
· What is Knowledge and Wisdom?
· Knowing Humans
· Knowing Destiny and Human Nature
· Knowing Heaven

Questions for discussion:
What is ‘knowing humans’ in a Confucian context?
What is defined as human nature by Mencius?
Why must Confucians know Heaven?

Readings:
· Carsun Chang: ‘Reason and Intuition in Chinese Philosophy’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 4, No. 2. (Jul., 1954), pp. 99-112. [B]
· Charles Wei-Hsun Fu: The Mencian theory of mind (hsin) and nature (hsing): A modern, philosophical approach, Journal of Chinese Philosophy 10(4): 385–410, reprinted in Yao & Tu, eds. (2011): Confucian Studies, Vol 2, London: Routledge, pp. [B]
· Karyn Lai: ‘Confucian Moral Thinking’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 45, No. 2, Comparative and Asian Philosophy in Australia and New Zealand (Apr., 1995), pp. 249-272.
· Benjimin Schwarts: ‘Learning’, in The World of Thought in Ancient China, Harvard University Press, 1985, pp. 85-99.


Session 6: Religion and Ethics
· Confucius on Religious Matters
· Religious Ritual and Ethical Code of Conduct
· Tian (Heaven)
· Confucian Sages
· Ethical Religion 

Questions for Discussion:
In what way can we say that Confucianism is a religious ethics?
How can we say that Confucian ethics is built on its belief in Heaven?

Reading 
· Joel J. Kupperman: ‘Confucius and the Nature of Religious Ethics’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Apr., 1971), pp. 189-194.[B]
· D. Howard Smith: ‘The Significance of Confucius for Religion’, History of Religions, Vol. 2, No. 2. (Winter, 1963), pp. 242-255. [B]
· Rodney Taylor: ‘The Religious Character of the Confucian Tradition’, Philosophy East and West, 48:1, 1998, pp. 80-107.[B]
· Benjimin Schwarts: ‘The Religious Dimension and the Role of “Fate” (ming)’, in The World of Thought in Ancient China, Harvard University Press, 1985, pp. 117-127.

· Reading Week: No Teaching

Session 7: The Confucian Self
1. The Self
2. The Confucian Self
3. The Self as the Mind and Body
4. The Self and the Free Will

Questions for discussion:
What is the Confucian self?
‘Does the Confucian self allow a free will?’

Reading
· Chung-ying Cheng:  ‘A Theory of Confucian Selfhood: Self-cultivation and Free Will in Confucian Philosophy’ in Confucian Ethics, ed. by Shun and Wong, pp. 124-147.[B]
· Chad Hansen, ‘Freedom and Moral Responsibility in Confucian Ethics’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 22, No. 2, On Dharma and Li. (Apr., 1972), pp. 169-186.[B] 
· Xinzhong Yao: ‘Self-Construction and Identity: The Confucian Self in relation to some western ideas’, Asian Philosophy, 6:3 (1996), pp. 179-195.[B]

Session 8: Family Ethics
· Confucian Family
· Family Virtues and Filial piety
· Women in the Confucian Tradition

Questions for discussion
Why should we say that family is central to Confucian teachings?
What are the three bonds and the five constancies? 
How did yin-yang theory provide a foundation for Confucian view of husband-wife relationship?

Reading
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Ban Zhao: “Lessons for Women’, in Chinese Religion—An Anthology of Sources, ed by Deborah Sommer, New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995, pp. 108-112. [B]
· Wei-ming Tu: ‘Probing the “Three Bonds” and “Five Relationships” in Confucian Humanism’, in Confucianism and the Family, ed. by Walter H. Slote and George A. DeVos, SUNY, 1998, pp. 121-136. [B]
· Benjimin Schwarts: ‘The Family’, in The World of Thought in Ancient China, Harvard University Press, 1985, pp. 99-102.

Session 9: Political Ethics
a. [bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Ming and Mandate of Heaven
b. Government
c. The People
d. War and Just War

Questions for Discussion:

Is Confucian teaching compatible to modern democracy?

Reading
· Peter Nosco: ‘Confucian Perspectives on Civil Society and Government’, in Confucian Political Ethics (ed. By Daniel Bell, Princeton University Press, 2008, pp.20-45) [B]
· Shaun O'Dwyer: ‘Democracy and Confucian Values’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 53, No. 1. (Jan., 2003), pp. 39-63 [B]
· Hwa Yol Jung: ‘Confucianism as Political Philosophy: A Postmodern Perspective’ in Human Studies, Vol. 16, No. 1/2, Postmodernity and the Question of the Other (1993), pp. 213-230. [B]
· Benjimin Schwarts: ‘On Government—The Realm of the “Political” in the Analects’, in The World of Thought in Ancient China, Harvard University Press, 1985, pp. 103-117.

Session 10: Environmental Ethics
· Environmental philosophy
· Confucian Eco-principles
· Heaven-based Ethical Norms
· Eco-norms as Human Virtue
· Eco-human Unity

Question for Discussion: 
How did Confucians derive respecting nature from their reverence for Heaven?

Reading
Wei-ming Tu: ‘The Ecological Turn in New Confucian Humanism: Implications for China and the World’, Daedalus (Journal of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences). Volume: 130. Issue: 4. Publication Year: 2001. Page Number: 243-264. [B]
Li Tianchen: ‘Confucian ethics and the Environment’ [B]
Mencius' Prescriptions for Ancient Chinese Environmental Problems
Author(s): J. Donald Hughes
Source: Environmental Review: ER, Vol. 13, No. 3/4, 1989 Conference Papers, Part One
(Autumn - Winter, 1989), pp. 15-27


Coursework assignments (2016-17)

Assessment Component 1 – 40%

Coursework 	2,500 word coursework essay

Assessment Component 2 – 60%

Written 2 hour unseen examination


Assessment Deadlines:

Assessment 1: 19th March 2017
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment 2:  Sometime in  May  following the University’s 2017 examination schedule



Essay Titles for first sit (Assessment 1 - 40%)

1. In what sense can Confucianism be defined as a religion? 
2. Why is it said that Confucianism is a system of morality?
3. What are the differences and similarities between Mengzi’s understanding of human nature and that of Xunzi?
4. What were the chief sources of the opposition between the idealistic and rationalistic schools of Neo-Confucianism? 
5. Give a critical examination on Confucianism father-son relationship. 
6. On the role of women in Confucian tradition.
7. Where are the differences between Daoist view of ‘tian-ren he-yi’ and Confucian view of the relationship between the Heaven and Humans?

Essay Titles for Resit Paper (Assessment 1 - 40%)

1. Why is harmony the central theme of Confucianism?
2. In what sense can we say that ancestor worship is the root of the Confucian tradition?
3. To what extent is there a spiritual dimension to Confucian learning?
4. Explore the role of Confucian family ethics in people’s lives during the twenty-first century.
5. Assess the role of the Four Books in Chinese society from a historical perspective.
6. What role did Dong Zhongshu play in forming the Four Books?’
7. What is the role Dong Zhongshu played in forming of the Four Books? 

Reading and Bibliography
Preparation for the module: 
Reading is one of the most important elements of the teaching and learning for this module. A required reading list is provided on a week-by-week basis, the items of which can all be found on Blackboard. In general, recommended readings throughout this section will be marked with an [M] if it is available in the Maughan Library, and marked with a [B] if it has been put on Blackboard. 

Students should read in advance the following three books. There are multi-copies of these books in the library:
· Lau, D.C., trans. (1979): The Analects of Confucius, Harmondsworth: Penguin. [M]
· Kwong-loi Shun and David B. Wong (ed.): Confucian Ethics: A Comparative Study of Self, Autonomy and Community, Cambridge University Press, 2004.[M]
· Xinzhong Yao (2000): An Introduction to Confucianism, Cambridge University Press.[M]

Bibliography: A full bibliography is attached below which will enable you to do further reading and research. Most of these books available in library or via e-resources, and some of them have multi-copies, normally at least one on shortloan. The Bibliography is divided into the following sections:

6.1 History of Chinese Philosophy: It is important to have a general understanding of Chinese culture, philosophy and history so that specific ethical ideas, virtues, and moral relationships can be appropriately contextualised. Therefore, students are expected to read at least part of the one of the following titles:
· Fung, Yu-lan: A Short History of Chinese Philosophy, edited by Derk Bodde, New York and London, Free Press, 1976. [M]
· Lai, Karyn L.: An introduction to Chinese philosophy, Cambridge University Press, 2008. [M]
· Liu, Jeeloo: An introduction to Chinese philosophy, Oxford: Blackwell, 2006.[M]
· Schwarts, Benjimin I. : The world of thought in ancient China [electronic resource], University of Harvard Press, 1985. [M]

6.2 Sourcebooks: Many of the philosophical texts are not available in English. You are advised to make use of a number of anthologies or sourcebooks to find the materials you need for writing your essay:
· Chan, Wing-tsit (tr. and comp.): A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, Princeton University Press, 1963. [M]
· de Bary, Wm. Theodore and Bloom, Irene (ed.): Sources of Chinese Tradition: From Earliest to 1600, second edition, Vol. 1, New York: Columbia University Press, 1999. 
Vol. 2: Sources of Chinese Tradition: From 1600 Through the Twentieth Century, 2001. [M]
· Zhang Dainian: Key Concepts in Chinese Philosophy (Culture & Civilization of China), translated and edited by Edmund Ryden, New Haven, Conn. ; London : Yale University Press ; Beijing : Foreign Languages Press, 2002. [M]

6.3 Books on Confucianism and Confucian Ethics: A large quantity of books, textbooks, collections and monographs, on Confucianism and Confucian ethics are available in the library. The following is a list of the books this lecturer deems as important, and students are encouraged to read some of them for further research and for writing essays. All of these titles are available in the Maughan Library, unless marked by *.

· An, Ok-sun: Compassion and benevolence : a comparative study of early Buddhist and classical Confucian ethics, New York: Peter Lang, 1998.
· Bell, Daniel (ed.): Confucian Political Ethics, Princeton University Press, 2007. http://www.loc.gov/catdir/toc/ecip0719/2007021711.html
· Berthrong, John: Transformation of the Confucian Way, Westview Press, 1998.
· Berthrong, John: All Under Heaven: Transforming Paradigms in Confucian-Christian Dialogue (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) 
· Julia Ching: Mysticism and Kingship in China, Cambridge: CUP, 1997.
· Kim-chong Chong: Early Confucian Ethics-Concepts and Arguments (Open Court, 2007). 
· Robert Eno: The Confucian Creation of Heaven--Philosophy and the Defense of Ritual Mastery, Albany: State University of New York Press, 1990.
· *Fingarette, H.: Confucius: The Secular as the Sacred, Harper Torchbooks, 1972.
· P. J. Ivanhoe: Ethics in the Confucian Tradition: The Thought of Mengzi and Wang Yangming (Hackett Publishing, 2002).
· P.J. Ivanhoe: Confucian Moral Cultivation, Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy. 
· Ko, Dorothy, JaHyun Kim Haboush and Joan R. Piggott (eds.): Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern China, Korea, and Japan, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003. 
· D.C. Lau (tr.): Confucius: The Analects (Penguin, 1979)
· D.C. Lau (tr.): Mencius, (Penguin, 1970).
· Levenson, Joseph Richmond: Confucian China and its modern fate: a trilogy, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1958.
· *Lin, Yutang: The Wisdom of Confucius, Taipei: Zhengzhong, 1994.
· *Liu, Yuli: The Unity of Rule and Virtue: A Critique of a Supposed Parallel Between Confucian Ethics and Virtue Ethics (Paperback - 1 May 2004)
· Richey, Jeffrey L.: Teaching Confucianism [electronic resource], New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, 244pp.
· Oldstone-Moore, Jennifer: Understanding Confucianism: Origins, Beliefs, Practices, Holy Texts, Sacred Places, 2003. 
· Roetz, Heiner: Confucian Ethics of the Axial Age: A Reconstruction Under the Aspect of the Breakthrough Toward Postconventional Thinking, (SUNY Press, 1993)
· Plaks, Andrew (tr.): Ta Hsueh and Chung Yung: The Highest Order of Cultivation AND On the Practice of the Mean (Penguin Classics)
· Rainey, Lee Dian: Confucius and Confucianism: The Essentials, (Paperback - 13 Apr 2010)
· Rozman, Gilbert ed.: The East Asian Region: Confucian Heritage & its Modern Adaptation, Princeton University Press, 1991.
· *Shryock, John K.: The Origin and Development of the State Cult of Confucianism, New York: Paragon Book Reprint Corp, 1996.
· Kwong-loi Shun and David B. Wong (ed.): Confucian Ethics: A Comparative Study of Self, Autonomy and Community, Cambridge University Press, 2004.
· Slote & de Vos: Confucianism and the Family, Albany: SUNY Press, 1998.
· Smith, David Howard: Confucius, London: Temple Smith, 1973, 240p. 
· Mann, Susan: Under Confucian Eyes: Writings on Gender in Chinese History (A Cultural History of Civil Examinations in Late Imperial China)
· Vincent Shen and Kwong-loi Shun (ed.): Confucian ethics in retrospect and prospect,  Washington, D.C. : Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, 2007.
· *Wei-ming Tu: Confucian Thought: Selfhood As Creative Transformation, SUNY Press, 1985.
· Xinzhong Yao: Confucianism and Christianity, Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 1996.
· Xinzhong Yao: An Introduction to Confucianism (Cambridge University Press 2000). 
· Xinzhong Yao (ed.): RoutledgeCurzon Encyclopaedia of Confucianism, Routledge, 2003.
· Xinzhong Yao: Wisdom in Early Confucian and Israelite Traditions, Ashgate, 2006. http://www.loc.gov/catdir/toc/ecip062/2005030619.html
· Xinzhong Yao and Wei-ming Tu (eds.): Confucian Studies, volumes 1-4, Routledge, 2010.

6.4 Academic Journals in library
Journal of Chinese philosophy [electronic resource] (available from 1997)
Journal of Chinese Religions: 1982-2005 (most recent issues can be accessed at SOAS)
Philosophy East and West: 1951-
Asian Philosophy: 2000-

6.5 Relevant Webpages
· Confucius Publishing: http://www.confucius.org/
· Charles Muller’s translations of the Five Classics: http://www.human.toyogakuen-u.ac.jp/~acmuller/fiveclassics.htm
· The biography and teachings of Confucius: http://www.cifnet.com/~geenius/kongfuzi/
· Confucius and Socrates: http://www.san.beck.org/C&S-Contents.html
· Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/
· Ethics of Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi: http://www.san.beck.org/EC14-Confucian.html
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