Assessment 2 – Emily Calvert
Attitudes of laypersons toward female clergy and priests: testing two theological arguments against ordination
The peer reviewed article “Attitudes of laypersons towards female clergy and priests: testing two theological arguments against ordination” (2023) is written by Krista Lynn Smith and Daphne Pedersen Stevens. At the time of publication, the authors were apart of the Department of Social Work, and Anthropology, Utah State University. They were writing it in 2003, so it is a recent publication. It appears that it is a quantitative study based on a study that is done by the National Opinion Research Centre. 
This text is about the discusses points made by two theologians about opposing the ordination of women. The text also discusses the reception of the congregation to the ordination of women. The theoretical perspective is assessing two theological arguments on why there should not be female priests. The first argument that the authors bring up is by Hewitt & Hiatt (1973). They argue that the role of a priest and priesthood itself is inherently male. That when a priest is performing their duties / rituals they are acting as God. in their eyes God is a male entity therefore the clergy must also be a male. The second argument is that the role of women is different to that of men and they should not be in the position of ordination. They believe that the role of women is to be wives and mothers. The sources the text uses are all academic papers. The main source used for the main arguments is by Hewitt and Hiatt (1973) 
There are some weaknesses in this article. The paper and research are based in America, so the data may not be relevant to other countries. The article was written in 2003. In 2003 the way gender is viewed was different to how it was viewed in 1986; therefore, the data may be outdated. The average age of the participants who are non-Catholic and catholic respectively is 46 and 43, respectively. These people are either born just post war or lived through the war therefore their views may represent 1950’s and 1960’s cultural values. There are some strengths also. The authors used standard statistical analysis to analyse the data, making the results more accurate. In the discussions part of the article the authors point out the limitation of their own paper. Also, how future work in this area may benefit by adding qualitative research. This is good because it shows that they are aware of their limitations. 
This article is useful to my research as it points out two different theories to support the argument against women being ordained. The data in the survey is also particularly useful for getting an understanding on the groups of people for and against women being ordained.
The ordination of women in the Catholic Church: a survey of attitudes in Spain.
The authors of this peer reviewed research article are all from different universities in Spain. The article was published in 2012, but the data was collected in 2006. The text is a quantitative piece of work, basing their conclusions on statistics and data collected. It is a research article, so they seek to find new knowledge about the attitudes in Spain on the ordination of women in the catholic church. The text seeks to find out if there is a connection between economic factors and attitudes towards the ordination of women in the catholic church. The authors believe that there is indeed a correlation, showing findings that the higher the income of the person the less likely they are to have a positive attitude towards female ordination. The authors express that this is connected to the decrease in female deaconess in early societies after the family structures changed and men had more social control. 
The text is based upon a Marxist theoretical perspective. Using a Marxist theoretical approach and Arana and Salas (1994) the authors bring up four factors that define sexism “divisions between men and women; lack of acknowledgement of the true contributions of women; ideology on gender roles and stereotypes; and the systematic denial of women’s capacity for decision making at all levels”. The text is based upon multiple different academic papers and studies about the link between the social economics and the role of women in society and within the church. The text conducts a survey using the same question used in the article by Smith and Stevens (2023). 
This article was written in 2012, a time where the attitude of society towards women in positions of power and high positions in the workplace was quite progressive compared to in the past. It is important to note that the data from the survey was collected in 2006, meaning it could be dated and different from the opinions of people in 2012. The article states that between 200 and 2007 more than 60 women were ordained in the catholic church; meaning the data is collected from a time where the ordination of women was becoming more accepted. 
The weakness of this work is that they only surveyed students from one college, meaning that the area in which is located could affect the views of the subjects. The survey also takes place in Spain so the data will not be accurate for the rest of the world. A strength of this article is that it uses questions asked in a previous survey. This means they can see how opinions differ in different regions and time periods. 
This article supports other works that I have read as there is a theme of people opposing female ordination and views against women having similar backgrounds. In both articles that I have written about the people who had fewer liberal ideas on gender had a high income, catholic, and had a male image of God. This article will be useful in my work as it shows that are many factors that form people’s opinion on the topic of ordination and women. 
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