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The purpose of this essay is to discuss the magistrates in the United Kingdom. A brief definition of magistrate will be presented and their positions and functions in the UK will also be described. The main liabilities of the magistrates in the UK will be defined briefly. The main focus of this essay will be on the pros and cons of magistrates' when they give verdicts in any case and for evidence, some examples will also be included. Lastly, some suggestions will be included that can be used to overcome the limitations of magistrates. 
A magistrate is an individual who has been appointed in a court and their duty is to act like a judge in courts of law that deals with minor disputes or crimes. They are considered legally qualified advocates or solicitors who have to sit alone to provide justice in the Peace court (LexisNexis, 2023). Magistrates are the people who are well known as Justices of the Peace, are the people from all fields who have the passion to make a difference in their regional community. There are more than 12,000 people in Wales and England who acted as volunteer magistrates. In the UK, people from the age of 18 to 75 can become a magistrate (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022). 
In the UK magistrates are the volunteers and they hear the cases in the courtroom in their own community. Magistrates can hear cases both in the family court and the criminal court. Every case is normally heard by three magistrates, in which a trained magistrate is included who can act as a chairperson (Government Digital Service, 2015). In 1195, Richard I was appointed as 'keeper of the peace' for the first time but the act came into effect under Edward III with the title of ‘Justice of the Peace’ (Gibson, 2009). The word 'magistrate' came from a word of Middle English, within which a magistrate is a civil officer who is in charge of the laws of administration (Magistrates' Association, 2023). 
The general rule in the UK is that all the magistrates must go for any decision based on strong evidence only and then give any verdict (LexisNexis, 2023c). They have the power to give imprisonment and fines to certain criminals or offenders. The maximum and minimum terms of detention or imprisonment that might be imposed by the court of a magistrate after being recognised as the enactment that created the offence (LexisNexis, 2023b). The power of the magistrates is that they are more "down to earth" towards the people and "in touch" with the people of their community which makes them more powerful than the judges as they are likely to be more informative about the circumstances of the defendants. Magistrates courts have more power to handle the backlogs and on 18th January 2022, the UK judiciary increased the power of the magistrates about their sentencing as the pressure on the Crown Courts needed to be reduced and it was needed to speed up the justice system (Ministry of Justice, 2022). In the UK, the magistrates have different essential powers in criminal courts including the power to issue arrest warrants and search warrants, and the power to refuse or grant bail (UOLLB, 2023). 
In the United Kingdom, the magistrates usually sit in groups in the courts which are considered as benches, of two or three. All three magistrates have equal powers in decision-making but the main magistrate who is known as the presiding justice, can speak in the court and guide the entire proceedings. The other two magistrates who will be sitting on each side are mentioned as wingers. After the magistrates gain experience, some of them deal with cases in which defendants from the age of 10 to under 18 are in the youth court. Others deal with criminal cases above 18 and listen, and consider each evidence presented before them with other members of the bench (CTJ, 2022).
Magistrates are made by general people who work in different kinds of fields and do not have any connection with the legal profession from before. They need to have a sense of fairness. Magistrates have the capability to listen and make logical judgements and they must behave like proud representatives from their own communities. These are the main characteristics of the magistrates (Ormerod, 2014). They need to understand and appreciate all the perspectives of applicants and defendants and they need to interact with respect and sensitivity. They need to show self-awareness and have to be open-minded and they have to be dependable and approachable, able to gain the confidence and trust of all people (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022). 
Often magistrates have knowledge about local people of the area in which they are appointed to work. If they have proper knowledge about the specific area in which they are serving justice, it becomes easier for the magistrates to hear and analyse all the evidence as they know about the surroundings such as Pual chambers versus DPP, whether a kerb-crawler or not was possibly to be an annoyance to the neighbourhood. If any kind of drug problem happens in any area, the magistrates are able to alter their sentences. For example, the case of Chambers versus DPP (2012 )in which a man aged 26 years got to know that an airport through which he was going to travel because of heavy snowfall. He posted on Twitter about the management of the airport and after 5 days the duty manager of the airport got to know about the tweet and went to the police (Gillespie, 2012). The charge on the defendant was that he sent a message through an electronic network of public communications and these kinds of posts come under s127(a) of the 2003 Communications Act. The manger accused the man of menacing the character of the airport through public electronic communications. The local magistrate bench considered the tweet as unserious and they also stated that this case could be dismissed as it did not threaten the airport management. The magistrates also said that the intention of the defendant to post the tweet was just a poor joke in bad taste and he did not have the intention to harm the image of the airport (Law Teacher, 2023).
Some of the people argue that all the magistrates are not in touch with the people of poorer sections of the society and they do not know what is going on with the poorer people. Maximum magistrates are middle-aged, middle-minded, and belong to the middle class which makes them out of contact with the maximum of the defendants. Some of them make biased decisions which depend on nationality, race, and some video clips. An example of the case law of the Sunday Times v. the United Kingdom, in which the newspaper published an article on the settlement negotiations for the 'thalidomide children'. The court decided to put an injunction on the Sunday Times newspaper and disabled them from publishing any article about the settlement negotiation as the newspaper criticised the proposals of settlement. The Sunday Times tried but faced failure to remove the injunction but at the same time, other newspapers were releasing articles on the matter. So, it can be said that the magistrate court did injustice and made biased decisions while dealing with the case of the Sunday Times (Global Freedom of Expression, 2023). 
The magistrates of the UK need to listen more carefully to the statements of the defendants before making any decision about imprisonment. They have to think that one wrong verdict can shatter the life of any innocent person. They need to think by being more sympathetic towards the people and have to follow the basic lawful steps while making decisions that can change the lives of any people. Any wrong verdict can cause homelessness, job loss, and even harm relations with friends, family, and other support services. The magistrate courts must take appropriate legal steps while making these essential decisions. They need to approve more unconditional bail and also have to take care of the conditions that the defendants are facing in jail. Magistrates have to take care of those defendants who are waiting for their trial for a long time. They have to avoid any kind of biases such as nationality, race, and the use of video links before making any crucial decision (Siddique, 2023). 
The essay discussed the magistrates in the United Kingdom. A brief definition of magistrate has been presented and their positions and functions in the UK are also described. The prime responsibilities of the magistrates in the UK have been defined briefly. The essay focused on the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates' when they give judgment in any case and for evidence some examples were included. Lastly, some suggestions have been given that can be followed to overcome the limitations of magistrates. 
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