Can Information Design save your life?

... - things to come back to 

[bookmark: _Int_3SaLrlvq][bookmark: _Int_UNaZ7zD5]What if the difference between life or death isn’t your awareness, your experience or your preparation; but the way information is presented all around you?  Information Design has been shaping the world around us since we’ve been able to scratch onto cave walls, helping us as we develop our understanding of it.  “In the context of informatization in today’s society, information visualization as a new discipline becomes more closely related to the public’s life.” (Chen and Zhang, 2018). As we can see, the reason behind the visualization of information comes from the concerns of ourselves and those around us; we as humans crave simplicity, and visualizing information is the way to ensure that.  Public Safety, Emergency Situations, and Health Communication are just three examples where information design plays a critical part in keeping the public’s lives safe. In this essay I will be discussing how, without us realizing, we are programmed to take in all the visual information that surrounds us, and as a result of that our lives are being saved.  Thesis Statement.	Comment by Grug Owen (2400808): is it a good idea to have a reference in the introduction
One form of Information Design, that is an integral part of keeping us safe in our day-to-day life, is road signs. Specifically, the road signs here in the United Kingdom. Claimed to be the “most ambitious and effective information design projects ever executed in Britain” (The Design Museum) is the redesign of the road and motorway signage by designers Jock Kinneir and Margaret Calvert from 1957 to 1967. But why was Britain in need of new road signs?  According to Paul Stiff “Existing signs did not meet standards of salience, conspicuity and discriminability, to support drivers’ planning and execution of often safety-critical decisions – at speed, sometimes under adverse conditions.” (2010, p.42). This paints a picture for us as an example where information design is incredibly needed in aid of the public’s safety. The government, as well as Kinneir and Calvert, saw a fault in the system and set it upon themselves to refine the country’s road signs, before the roads became too busy and people began to be in danger. 	Comment by Grug Owen (2400808): should information design have capital letters everytime it's written?	Comment by Grug Owen (2400808): correct in-text citation for an article?
But how exactly do they manage to keep us safe, and furthermore how do the design techniques used in the signs enhance their possibilities to do that?	Comment by Grug Owen (2400808): better way to word this sentence?










