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Intro bit
today we’re gonna talk about shoplifting, which is becoming a really big problem in the UK lately. We picked this topic because it’s not just about people stealing stuff—it’s also about bigger problems like money issues, safety, and how shops are trying to deal with it.
We focused mostly on Nisa stores, which are like small local shops that are getting hit pretty hard. They’re losing money, staff are getting shouted at or worse, and it’s making things tough for the whole community.
Each of us looked at different parts of the problem, like why it’s happening, how it affects people, and what can be done to fix it. Hopefully by the end of this, you’ll see why it’s such a serious issue and maybe think about what could help.
Introduction
Bullet Points on Slide:
· Shoplifting up 25% in 2023 (430,000+ cases)
· Driven by economic hardship, weak enforcement, and store vulnerabilities
· Nisa hit hard: essential goods stolen, staff facing abuse
Main part
So, shoplifting went up by like 25% in 2023, which is a lot. That’s over 430,000 cases, and that’s just the ones that got reported. Some sources even say it’s more like 492,000 when you include all the police data
One of the biggest reasons is the cost of living. Prices are going up, but people’s wages aren’t. So some people are stealing stuff they actually need, like food or baby stuff. It’s not always just for profit—sometimes it’s out of desperation 
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Another thing is that police don’t always have time to deal with shoplifting. Shops say they call the police but no one comes, or nothing happens after. So people think they can get away with it, especially if they’ve done it before.
Also, small shops like Nisa don’t have loads of money to spend on security. They might have cameras, but that’s not always enough. And the staff aren’t trained to deal with aggressive people, so it can get dangerous.
Nisa stores are getting hit really hard. People are stealing basic stuff, and staff are getting shouted at or even threatened. That makes it a really stressful place to work, and some people just quit because it’s too much.
It’s not just about the shop losing money. When this keeps happening, customers feel unsafe, and the shop’s reputation goes down. Some stores even close early or change how they’re set up, which affects the whole neighbourhood.
So this slide just sets the scene for what’s going on. It’s not just stealing—it’s a sign that something’s wrong in society. In the next slides we’ll go into more detail about how it affects the shops, the workers, and what people are trying to do to stop it.
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