OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Tuesday September 27th 2022, Lesson 5 – Drama 
Year 7 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Lesson within the AOLE - Expressive arts. Exactly the same as in every other lesson there was a seating plan generated on an online resource called classchart, however, the classroom was a drama room so the layout was different. The children were sat in one big circle to begin the lesson before splitting up in their groups. Most children seemed excited to be in the drama lesson. All children seemed to be engaging and listening to the teachers instructions. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The critical incident focuses on Child X. 
At the start of the day child X was extremely disruptive I took note of one particular point in the class where they were playing with a dictionary and was shouting and swearing at their peers.
The poor behavior carried on throughout the day in the D+T lesson the teacher approached me asking if they were this disruptive in previous lessons that day as they were refusing to complete any of the work. I asked the teacher if they could offer any context as to why this child was disengaging and was being disruptive not only to his own learning but to others also. However, as the class was a year 7 class and the staff haven’t really had time to get to know each individuals situation yet then she didn’t know about any external factors which could contribute to the behavior of this child. 

By lesson 4, Drama. Child X had been disruptive and unengaged in every single lesson whether that be not writing anything down all lesson or only copying the right answers off the board once everyone had finished to give the impression that they had been engaging in the work all lesson. Along with shouting out wrong answers purposefully in order to gain attention, swinging on their chair and However, I witnessed a drastic change in their drama lesson. Child X was completely engaged they were asking sensible questions to the teacher and they were leading the group even to the point where i would hear them saying thing like, ‘guys listen to miss’, ‘The other group have copied our idea so we are just going to have to make ours better’, child X also broke up a fight between 2 of their peers saying ‘guys come on lets just get on with the work’. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

One area of exploration could be Maslows heirarchy of needs.
Very often throughout the day the researcher witnessed child X complaining about being hungry and wanting to go to get some food. In the drama lesson child X left early without asking. When the researcher asked child X where he went at the beginning of lunch and why he decided to leave early, child X responded saying that they wanted to get to the front of the line in the dinner hall.
‘I want my food mun!’, ‘let me go first because I’m starving miss’, and also the example of them leaving drama early without asking so they they could be at the front of the dinner line. This could possibly mean that Child X is not meeting the first basic step in Maslow’s hierarchy which is, physiological needs. Using Maslow’s theory, if this need is not met then Child X wont be able to full-fill all other needs on the hierarchy and therefore, reach their full potential.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This criticalincident took place in a drama class, the last lesson before lunch. A drama classroom is a very busy classroom having numerous different groups  













































Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Monday September 26th, Lesson 5 Year 8.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Critical Incident took place in a Spanish lesson. 
AOLE – Languages, Literacy and communication


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

This Spanish lesson was exploring the variety of different Spanish speaking countries. The teacher began the lesson by writin gon the board a sentence in Spanish and then asking the students to translate the sentence into English as best they can and to shout out their answers. Child X entered the classroom 9 minutes late and proceeded to take a further 4 minutes to sit down at the desk and get out their equipment for the lesson. When asked where they had been child X responded saying that they had been to the toilet. The teacher politely reminded Child X that they were to first come to the classroom and ask before going to the toilet in the future so that the teacher was aware of there wareabouts in the school. 
After an additional 5 minutes Child X was still yet to write the date and title in their book which had been reminded to them a number of times since they had arrived in the classroom. 
Child X did not take part in any written activities during the lesson Instead, child X Was being very disruptive in the classroom. Examples of the behaviour are as follows, they made noises and sniffing in order to get laughs from their peers. They were also swinging on their chair and disrupting the learning of others. One key form of distraction that they used Was that the teacher made an announcement to the class asking them not to drink when she was explaining a task as she found it rude, Child X then pulled out their water bottle and procceded to take long sips whilst holding the bottle constantly to their mouth ensuring that the teacher was able to see this. 
After a number of written tasks the teacher announced to the class that they were going to be singing the song that child X had been asking for repeatedly throughout the lesson.
The teacher had adapted a song by Removing the real lyrics and changing them to the sentence patterns that they had been learning in the lesson that day.  Throat this task whilst singing the song  child X was completely engaged  taking part  and actually attempting to pronounce and get correct the Spanish words that the teacher had been teaching that day. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

 This could suggest to the researcher that child X was interested in a specific type of learning so for example rather than just reading and writing the answers in their book, he was able to understand  and reflect this understanding better in a more physical and verbal setting such as the song with the actions. 
 This is one example of an avenue that the researcher could explore further, what type of  lessons engage what type of student. 
 Another avenue of research could  why was that child being disruptive, could this potentially be due to missing an entire year of normal school education due to the coronavirus pandemic. Not only did they miss a whole year of normal school education,  but they missed a key year in their comprehensive school education. Year seven is the foundation year in comprehensive school,  it is the school year in which you learn the differences between primary schools and comprehensive schools.  Therefore meaning they are unable or unaware of how to act or deal with a different school environment  Because they have missed this key foundation phase in their comprehensive  schooling. 





	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

In general, the researcher found that students in year 8 were more disruptive than other year groups.











































Record 3
	Date and time, year group: Year 7 Lesson 3, Tuesday September 27th 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Lesson 3 




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Child X had been particularly disruptive all throughout the first 2 lessons of the day they had been disruptive and uncooperative. To start the lesson child X entered the classroom shouting and whistling allowing themself to be the centre of attention. Throughout the lesson the researcher witnessed the teacher make numerous comments to the student asking them to ‘stop messing about’, ‘stop playing with their ruler’, the teacher had to continuously prompt child X to get on with their work and focus. 
Further on into the lesson Child X offered a response which had been out of character for what the researcher had witnessed that day. Child X raised their hand and gave the correct response to which the teacher positively responded with ‘that’s spot on well done’. The child then seemed happy with themselves that they had given the right answer and that the teacher had them given them praise. 
Again towards the end of the lesson the children were given the opportunity to go to the front of the class and in partners recite the conversation they had written to the class. Child X was the first person to put their hand up and went up to the front with their partner recited their conversation and then received ‘positive points’. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This was so interesting to the researcher as Child X had only started to engage in the lesson when the teacher responded in a positive way e.g – positive points, giving verbal praise in front of the whole class.
This could be linked with Skinner’s theory of operant conditioning. More specifically looking at the theory of positive reinforcement. Child X would only engage in the lesson when given a form of positive reinforcement. 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


The lesson took place just after break. Due to it being a language lesson there was lots going on, it was a very busy lesson with a lot of group work and conversations. The teacher was very direct in their teaching and the children were very clear on the task instructions. The researcher believes that this is a potential reason as to why the student engaged so well in the tasks. 











