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Assignment 1: Exercises in dating records

Question (a):
Initially, it was necessary to check in A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History to confirm that the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was celebrated on 15 August.[footnoteRef:1]  A search for the regnal years of King Richard II gave the date for his fourth regnal year as 22 June 1384 – 21 June 1385.[footnoteRef:2] Cross- referenced with the calendar of old style years for 1384, this gave the date for the Thursday after the Feast of the Assumption.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  C.R. Cheney (Ed.) and Michael Jones (Rev.), A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 78.]  [2:  Cheney and Jones, A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History, p.35.]  [3:  Cheney and Jones, A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History, p.194-195.] 


The modern equivalent for the date of this memorandum is Thursday 18 August 1384.

Question (b):
Requires establishing the dates of Bishop Anian of St Asaph.  The Handbook Of British Chronology is not available online and owing to current library closures it was necessary to find an alternative source.  The Diocese of St Asaph website highlighted two bishops named Anian who were in post 1249-1266/67 and another Anian from 1268.[footnoteRef:4]  Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae does not give an exact date for Anian’s consecration in 1249, but verbal confirmation was given that the Handbook says November 1249.  The date for Anian II is given as 21 October 1268.[footnoteRef:5]  References for Shrewsbury Abbey were checked to see if any relevant dates were mentioned but there were none.[footnoteRef:6] [4:  Bishops Of St Asaph <dioceseofstasaph.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Bishops-of-St-Asaph.pdf> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].]  [5:  Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1066-1300: Volume 9, The Welsh Cathedrals (Bangor, Llandaff, St Asaph, St Davids), 2003 <british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesaie/1066-1300/vol9/pp.33-36> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].]  [6:  A History Of The County Of Shropshire: Victoria County History Volume 2, 1973 <british-history.ac.uk/vch/salop/vol2/pp30-37> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].] 


Evidence suggests that it is most likely to have been Anian I as he was preceded by the bishops named in the confirmation, and there is no reference to named being the second bishop Anian.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Bishops Of St Asaph <dioceseofstasaph.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Bishops-of-St-Asaph.pdf> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].] 

Date for feast of St Mary Magdalene is 22 July.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Cheney and Jones, A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History, p.78.] 


If Anian I the date for the document is 23 July 1250.
If Anian II then 23 July 1269.

Question (c):
Search for episcopate of John de Ketene shows that he was consecrated as Bishop of Ely on 6 September 1310.[footnoteRef:9]  Cross-referenced with the reign of Edward II, whose fourth regnal year is 8 July 1310 – 7 July 1311.[footnoteRef:10]  As the start of Edward’s fourth regnal year is post-Easter, it must refer to Lent in 1311, when Ash Wednesday fell on 24 February.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1300-1541: Volume 4, Monastic Cathedrals (Southern Province), 1963 <british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1300-1541/vol4/pp13-16> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].]  [10:  Cheney and Jones, A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History, p.34.]  [11:  Cheney and Jones, A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History, p.196.] 


Date of court is Thursday 25 February 1311.

Question (d):
Having highlighted the key names and circumstances, the easiest method to find an approximate date is to trace Simon, Dean of Lincoln.  There were three who held this role but only one coincides with a King Henry: Simon Bloet who was Dean from c.1110-1122/23 during reign of Henry I.[footnoteRef:12]   [12:  A History of the County of Lincoln: Victoria County History Volume 2, 1906 <british-history.ac.uk/vch/lincs/vol2/pp.80-96> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].] 


Approximate period now defined, a search for Geoffrey Ridel in the Oxford Dictionary Of National Biography shows that he died on the White Ship, along with many from the English Court on 25 November 1120.  He was married to Geva and had a daughter who was married to Richard Basset, confirming that this is the Geoffrey whose lands this document relates to.[footnoteRef:13]  As document appears to be posthumous to Geoffrey, the date is narrowed down to December 1120 – 1123. [13:  Judith A. Green,  ‘Ridel,Geoffrey (d.1120)’, 2004 <https://doi.org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1093/ref:odnb/236617> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].] 

Searches for other names in this document including Ranulf and his brother William[footnoteRef:14] and Geoffrey de Clinton[footnoteRef:15] confirm the connection between the names but give no further evidence for an exact date of events mentioned.  It is also confirmed that William d’Aubigny witnessed royal documents throughout Henry’s reign after 1101[footnoteRef:16] but again gives no clarification on dating the Geoffrey Ridel document. [14:  Edmund King, ‘Ranulf (I)[Ranulf le Meschin]: Third Earl Of Chester (d.1129)’, 2004 <https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1093/ref:odnb/23127> [Accessed: 2 April 2020].]  [15:  David Gough, ‘Geoffrey de Clinton And Roger, Earl of Warwick: New Men And Magnates In The Reign Of Henry I’, Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, Vol. 55 132 (1982), pp.113-124.]  [16:  J.F.A. Mason, ‘Aubigny, William d’ (d.1139), 2004 <https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1093/ref:odnb/47244> [Accessed; 2 April 2020].] 


It was not possible to find any clarification online of dates that Henry I was at Woodstock in the period that the document could have been issued.

The possible date for this document is December 1120 – 1123.

Having proposed December 1120 – 1123 as an estimated date for the Geoffrey Ridel document, it is interesting to contrast this with David Carpenter’s argument that this significant document has several marks of being a forgery.  Carpenter’s argument is that the document does not accord with Henry’s priorities in the early twelfth century and that those names listed as counsel to Henry I in the document are implausible.[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  David X. Carpenter, ‘The Marriage Of Richard Basset: An Undetected Forgery In The Name Of Henry I’, Historical Research, Vol. 91 252 (2018), pp. 399-407, p. 404.] 
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