This essay will Critically analyse the role of policing in prevention exploitation of vulnerable individuals.

There are prevention officers in place to help vulnerable people as stated by the Metrepolitan police “We work with a range of partners including, local authorities, schools and colleges, faith leaders, community groups, including women's groups and youth groups, voluntary services and health practitioners”. This shows us that there are many precautions in place to help people such as vulnerable individuals that may be getting exploited. There are many different forms of exploiting that the police deal with on a day to day basis some more severe than others such as the following as stated by the Metrepolitan Police “child criminal exploitation is when someone uses a child (under 18 years old) to commit crimes for them” this can take many form such as “bribery, intimidation, violence and/or threats” this is commonly seen in the drug trade with children being used to transport drugs and sell the drugs. Another form of exploitation as stated by Oxfords City Council is Cuckooing “cuckooing is a practice where people take over a person's home and use the property to facilitate exploitation” 
[bookmark: _Int_z9B20OvE]There are many cases where people get trafficked from other countries into the UK, they will be forced to work in jobs which the traffickers would have gotten them, forcing them to pay them with what they earn. As Hope justice states “Viktor was one of five people being held against their will at a property in West Yorkshire UK. He was forced to work multiple jobs, at car washes and in factories. He worked for long hours, but received only £5-10 for an entire week of his labour. The traffickers pocketed his wages.” this shows that we need these organizations to help people who are vulnerable. 
Service.gov.uk states that “it is estimated that over 20% of police time is spent responding to people with mental health problems” this is a big percentage in police time and it is spent helping or trying to help vulnerable people. This is good for the police as the pulic perception as that 20% is such a ig percentage of calls. 
The college of policing states “We've published new guidelines to help anyone working in policing to spot and respond to vulnerable people.” this in involved in training to ensure that every officer knows how to respond and help the vulnerable people that will be there once they arrive, these guidelines will help with ensuring the officers safety and the vulnerable persons safety, ensuring that they are helped correctly and are safe. Vulnerable people can all be going through different things and it is important that the guidelines are forever changing with the world as there are more people facing these vulnerabilities and that need support that might not be available to them if they don't know how to ask for help, which is why it is so important for these guidelines to change and for the officers to be kept up to date on how to help and spot these vulnerable individuals.
Exploitation of children and vulnerable adults as stated by gov.uk (2016) “Criminal exploitation of children, young people and vulnerable adults for the supply of drugs, and transportation of the associated money and weapons, has a devastating impact on victims” this could impact them in many ways such as mentally, the strain of what has happened to them. 
As Gov.uk (2023) states “If an individual in custody is suspected to have experienced exploitation, police officers must use their local safeguarding arrangements to respond to safety and welfare concerns.” having been arrested it can be the best time to reach the victim and help prevent further harm or exploitation to and of that person.this would help get a etter understanding of what the individual is going through and helping them to overcome it and safeguarding that individual.this will help them escape their vulnerable situation and helps the police with their traning to safe guard these individuals.
In summary the procedures and guideline that are in place for policing in prevention exploitation of vulnerable individuals helps the prevention, having the training and being able to tell if someone is considered vulnerable and being able to help them in their situations to ensure that they preserve life and help them as much as they can. With the guidelines and procedures changing constantly for exploitation Aswell and the way they are being exploited being changed and people finding new ways to, they will be continuously updating the policing procedures and guidelines on how to tell if someone is being exploited. These procedure policies and guidelines are in place for custody, and this also helps officers in finding out what the person may have experienced and helping to prevent that for their future. The policing prevention in place for this in beneficial to the vulnerable individual and the officer this ensure that the vulnerable individual is looked after correctly and helped through what has happened.
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