Observational Template (Semi-structured)
Note: Please make sure to read the assessment guidance for this assessment. The boxes below should expand as you type.
	Name: Sara
Date of birth:20.09.2015
3 half years old
Date of observation & time:
Lesson/Subject: Play group

	Teacher/adult input:
The focus of this observation is the first child to appear in the video identified as Sara who is assumed to be three and a half years old. During the 33-minute period of observation there were three periods of interaction between the adult/teacher and the children. The first period is where the teacher sits with the children including Sara on the floor interacting with toy cars and trucks on wooden ramps. The second episode is where all the children sit at a table on which the teacher introduces coloured circular jigsaw puzzles. The third time of interaction is when Sara goes to look for the teacher after she gets bored. The teacher introduces her to more toys on another table to keep Sara’s imagination going and the other children follow.  The teacher’s action did appear to encourage the children to use their imagination and interaction skills more effectively facilitating their skills to help with their development, using Piaget’s theory of development providing support using toys and puzzles. The activities in which the children and the teacher are engaged together are individual, active and exploratory. The teacher’s input is unique to each child and not intended to produce an agreed or predetermined response. Piaget believed that peer interaction – playing with other children of a similar age – is vital to development of moral awareness, as well as a key to concepts such as equality, fairness, and justice. Piaget’s theory is based on peer interaction within the classroom and according to him teachers should be mentors and enablers not standard instructors. 
In the second episode of teacher interaction involving coloured circular plastic puzzle pieces, it could be seen that the children’s play develops into more creative imaginative play opportunities. Unaided by the teacher the completed puzzles were turned by the children into a variety of different possibilities including a spinning top and a wheel. The children appeared to be inventing different things from each other implying the presence of lateral thinking.      


	
What the child is expected to do:
The observer’s expectation of Sara would be to interact on a sensory level using interaction methods based on Piaget’s sensory measure.  According to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development the child would be expected to act and behave in the manner described within one of the stages of the theory which corresponds with the child’s age. The theory is divided into 4 stages each of which corresponds approximately to an age of children between 1 and 12. It would be expected that Sara in taking part in this video play session would behave broadly within the parameters of Piaget’s second stage of children between the age of 2 and 7 (E.P 3rd ed). This is the preoperational stage in which the child moves towards self-awareness. For example, in the section of the video where she is sitting on the floor with other children playing with toy cars she is demonstrating her widening knowledge and assimilation of new information or experience into a pre-existing cognitive schema (E.P 3rd ed). Sara clearly demonstrates her knowledge that the toys can run along the floor but is encouraged by the teacher to understand also that they can run up and down the wooden ramps, and in so doing, she is widening her understanding of the play possibilities of the toys. Cognitive schemas are a concept developed by Piaget in his theory of cognitive development.  Central to the development of schemas in children’s understanding are processes including assimilation of new knowledge into pre-existing schemas (E.P 3rd ed).  The expansion of pre-existing cognitive schemas in adapting to new experiences is described by Piaget as accommodation. The evidence of the video would appear to support this description. 


	Support given:
In the beginning of the video the teacher would seem to be understanding that the children needed more imaginative stimulation in their play to keep more engaged. As all the children and the teacher sit at the table the teacher would appear to help Sara by introducing the idea of a circle by assembling four coloured plastic components which put together created one. The teacher would appear to be supportive to Sara by stimulating the idea of colours using plastic-coloured puzzles, clothing and dinosaurs. The role of support by the teachers is defined by Piaget’s theory as one of mentoring and enabling (E.P 3rd ed). The teacher seems to be encouraging the children in an exciting Imaginative play of social interaction. Piaget believed that peer interaction is essential to children’s cognitive development (E.P 3rd ed) and the teacher’s actions in the video appear to support that.



	Child interactions with others:
The child who first appears in the video, identified as Sara, is a girl approximately 3 and a half years old. As she sits alone by a wall on the floor of the playroom apparently detached from other children, she seems to be comfortable on her own. Sara then uses her imagination and curiosity picking up a box containing a coloured lens holding it up to her face intermittently as if it may be a camera or a phone.  Her lack of communication with the other children doesn’t seem to be the result of any disagreement or dissatisfaction towards them. She appears absorbed within her own activity and happy to be so.  The behaviour of sara sitting alone in the beginning of the video could be described as egocentric. This may not be the case but without knowing anything about her family circumstances it could be unfair to make any judgement. For example, if she is an only child is she used to spending time by herself? 
The term egocentric is not intened to be used as a judgement of her attidude to others, but only to describe the behaviour of a young child whos only focus in life has ever been their own experience.
After 5 minutes, apparently tiring of her play with the coloured box Sara moves to another area of the room and gradually integrates herself with the other children. Sara would seem to have her own ideas of play, whether it includes interacting with others or not.  
As Sara sits at the table, she begins to comfort one of the boys trying to share a plastic jigsaw puzzle.  She begins to share the toys as they play together more with the other children. As the teacher plays with the children sara begins to interact with the children getting more enthusiastic and excited creating more bonding between herself and the others. Piaget believed that peer interaction and imaginative play between them is a vital part of development (E.P 3rd ed).


	Summary of strengths/difficulties:
As the children and Sara play together there are strengths and difficulties combined as in the beginning of the video Sara seemed to have egocentric tendencies in which she was only playing by herself and not readily sharing the toys. However as the video progresses Sara begins to show tendencies towards shared activity.  The strengths of this observation was that Sara actively engaged with the children and the teacher using imaginative play. This video and the evidence of the children’s behaviour would seem to suggest that the learning outcomes between the teacher and the children are what one might expect from Piaget’s second stage of cognitive development (E.P 3rd ed)


	

Provide an overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (APA essay style): 

Within this video Sara and all the other children are of a similar age of 3-4 and would therefore fit within Piaget’s second stage known as the preoperational. The preoperational stage in the childs development proceeds from an awareness of the world around them, and during this stage the children engage in pretend play turning objects into pretend people for example (E.P 3rd ed). Children in this stage will tend to seem preoccupied with their own thoughts paying little attention to others which is sometimes described as egocentric (E.P 3rd ed). As the child develops, he/she would only be expected to concentrate on one thing at a time which Piaget calls centration, which enables them to maintain in their mind the existence of things despite small changes (E.P 3rd ed). In the video Sarah expresses these behaviours of Piaget’s cognitive development in what might be expected at that age. There are other theories that relate to Piaget’s theory which contribute to our understanding of childhood development. Most research has agreed that childhood development proceeds through exploration and discovary. However, one major criticism of Piaget has been his apparent neglect of social influence. Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) argued that rather than the outer world and its investigation being the basis of learning, that rather children learn mostly from their interaction with other children and adults (E.P 3rd ed). Lev Vygosky believed that all higher functions in the child’s mind such as memory, and consepualization have an origin in actual human relationships (Vygotsky, 1978: 57). Vygotsky’s research was not intended to refute or deny the importance or truth of piaget’s understanding, but only to add a dimension which may broadly have reflected Vygotskys own cultural and social experience. 
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