Case study: learning about a religious celebration.

In a Reception and Year 1 setting the story of Rama and Sita is used as a hook and stimulus to plan and prepare the activities for that fortnight. The story of Rama and Sita is connected with Diwali, the annual festival of light held every autumn. It is about Rama rescuing Sita from a demon King Ravana with the help of Hanuman and his monkey army. The school uses a HAKA approach to hook and immerse learners. HAKA stands for Hook, Authenticity, Knowledge and Application.
Hook
A puppet show of the story of Rama and Sita was used to engage and hook the learners. The puppet show was then used as part of the continuous provision so learners could go back and retell the story in their own way.
Authenticity
Learners had an opportunity to re-enact the story of Rama and Sita, wear traditional Hindu dress, watch videos and learn about the Diwali festival.
Knowledge
Learners were taught about Mehndi patterns and designs, they learnt about Rangoli patterns and how to make them.
Application
During the fortnight learners retold the story of Rama and Sita by making up their own puppet show. They re-enacted the story in their own way and made Mehndi and Rangoli patterns.
Linked activities
· Expressive Arts
Making their own Mehndi and Rangoli patterns and designs.
· Health and Well-being
Learning traditional Diwali dancing and making traditional Diwali food.
· Humanities
Researching Hindu culture, watching videos about the Diwali festival, and interviewing a Hindu person.
· Science and Technology
Exploring colour spectrums.
· DCF/Numeracy
Making digital graphs from the class food tasting results.
· Numeracy
Data collection of tasting different foods eaten during the festival and analysis of whole-class results.
· Literacy
Making their own puppet version of the story of Rama and Sita, including planning and drafting a script.


