Summary of Essential Skills for Work and Employment 
Having the right skills is important for getting the most out of your studies and being able to gain employment. 
So, what exactly is a skill? According to the Collins Dictionary, “a skill is a type of work or activity which requires special training and knowledge” [1]
We now know what a skill is so what kind of skills are important skills that we need to have. According to the Business Student’s Handbook Employers have different views on what skills are important and seek to employ people with the skills that are specific to their company. They explain “your task as a student is to ensure that the skills set you develop is attractive to the sort of employer for whom you really want to work” [2]
There are however some skills that are essential and are applicable to any company. In Wales there are qualifications that fall under the ‘Essential Skills Wales’ umbrella which are designed to evaluate a student's abilities to exercise the following skills:
· Application of Number
· Communication
· Digital Literacy
· Employability [3]
K. Palmer, Chief Learning & Talent Officer explains that “Learning agility is one of the most important skills that people can have” [3]. One of the key points of this skill is the ability to learn, relearn and drop information that you may have learned before but is no longer relevant. K Palmer states that it this is important as industries are changing rapidly and companies may not know what skills they need in the future, therefore they may seek employees who demonstrate learning agility as opposed to a predefined skill set. 
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