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PREPARE A SUITABLE RESOURCE AND EXPLAIN HOW YOU WOULD USE THE RESOURCE TO SUPPORT IDENTIFIED ASPECTS OF THE DELIVERY OF ESDGC, SCIENCE AND THE WIDER CURRICULUM


In this assignment, the importance of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESGDC) will be discussed, along with information from relevant documents, articles, reviews and recommendations. Areas of ESDGC, Science and subjects from the wider curriculum have been used to create six lesson plans, of which will be discussed and the reason why these particular lessons have been planned. 


Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) as stated by (Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, 2008), is about the big issues in the world; such as climate change, human rights and environmental depletion, and how these issues relate to each other. (Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, 2008),  explains that ESDGC is a cross-curricula theme that provides children with the opportunity to recognise and understand these issues and prepares them to overcome these challenges in the future. Likewise, (Un-documents.net, 1987) explains that sustainable development is development that ‘meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’. This essentially means that humans should be able to enjoy life whilst being conscientious about their impact on the world and future generations. Additionally, (Oxfam GB, 2018) states that Education for Global Citizenship is a framework for ‘learning and reaching beyond schools to the wider community’ and that young people should have the right to have their voices heard. ESDGC, however, is not confined to the classroom or the responsibility of just one teacher. (Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, 2008.  Similarly, (Sharkey, 2008) explains that teaching ESDGC as a separate subject “reduces its impact and effectiveness”. 

The Education Reform Act 1988 first developed the idea of a National Curriculum, which consisted of areas of learning, key stages, targets that children should have met by a certain age and assessing children’s learning. (Stem.org.uk, 1999)

Since then, several revised curriculums, documents, strategies and recommendations have been implemented, although the main principles of the first National Curriculum have been carried throughout. Such strategies include ‘The Learning Country’ in 2001, was developed to provide a ten year plan that had the possibility of transforming education and learning in Wales.  (Dera.ioe.ac.uk, 2010)

(Estyn.gov.wales, 2014) states “The promotion of ESDGC is a key objective of the Welsh Government, therefore recommendations were implemented in the new curriculum Making the most of learning. This included a focus on improving children’s understanding of complex ESDGC concepts whilst developing their literacy and numeracy. (Welsh Government, 2013) , The primary purpose of the revised curriculum was to motivate children, meet every child’s individual learning needs and to prepare them for life in the 21st Century. It also included a focus on active citizenship as a main theme of Personal and Social Development, and sustainability in Geography and Science. (Welsh Government, 2013) According to (Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, 2008), there are seven interconnected themes of ESGDC; Choices and Decisions, Health, The Natural Environmental, Wealth and Poverty, Climate Change, Consumption and Waste, Identity and Culture.

The Well-being of Future Generations Act was implemented in 2015, that included seven goals in improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. This included a focus on various aspects of ESDGC, such as sustainable development. . (Gov.wales, 2015)






The report on the recently reviewed curriculum, Success Futures, contains four purposes developed by Professor Graham Donaldson in 2014 ( it is aimed to be implemented by 2022) that are to guide future decisions regarding education. One of the purposes is to allow children to become “ethical, informed citizens”, which is an important aspect of ESDGC. (Beta.gov.wales, 2015) ESDGC continues to play an important role in developing children’s understanding of the World and the role they play as global citizens. (Learning.gov.wales, 2015)





The lessons that have been planned for Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 (KS2) promote the development of various skills, such as literacy, communication, Welsh language, ICT, mathematics and team working. The lessons incorporate cross-curricular learning, such as providing children with the opportunity to explore History, Human biology,  Sustainability and Global Citizenship. The lesson plans endeavour to promote Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) in a number of ways, primarily through children carrying out research on a specific country and sharing this information with the rest of the class. By teaching the fundamental points of ESDGC, children are able to develop their “knowledge and understanding of the world” (Learning.gov.wales, 2015), as well as allowing them to become “ethical, informed citizen” and “ambitious, capable learners”.  Furthermore, Circle time has been planned to be included in almost every lesson as it can reinforce positive behaviour and gives children the opportunity to discuss or share ideas. (Mosley, 2004)








Foundation Phase 


Lesson 1

Lesson one has been planned for a reception class as it is an easy activity that allows children to learn through exploratory play. A Science lesson (Human Biology) has been planned as children will be able to develop their understanding of themselves and their sense of touch, as well as become familiar with adjectives. Children may or may not have prior knowledge and understanding of the sense of touch; the previous lesson was an introduction to the senses, and the lessons that will follow will focus on other senses. 

This lesson will cover various areas of the curriculum: Physical Development, Personal and Social Development and Knowledge and Understanding of the World. It will also cover the Literacy aspect of the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) as children will be encourage to communicate and share ideas and opinions with each other. Additionally, children will have the opportunity to learn Welsh adjectives through the use of bilingual prompt cards, thus developing Welsh language and Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig. 


Lesson 2

The primary focus of lesson two is for children in Year 2 to develop their Knowledge and Understanding of the World, various areas of ESDGC and Creative Development. Children will be able to develop map/globe/atlas reading skills and develop their knowledge of other countries. (Learning.gov.wales, 2015)  By working in pairs children can develop their communication and team working skills, and will allow the children to support each other’s learning. 

This lesson provides children with the opportunity to develop their geographical skills as they need to research where the item of food comes from. Children will gather this information through maps and books, as well as the internet. (To develop their ICT skills) 

Creative Development is also encouraged in this lesson by asking children to create a poster displaying the information they have gathered.  There is also a possibility of using numeracy within this lesson; children may need to read simple co-ordinates (with the help of a teacher if necessary) to locate a country on a map, thus developing map-reading skills.

Lesson 3

Lesson three is a particularly important lesson as it teaches many areas of the Foundation Phase: Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Language, Literacy and Communication Skills, Mathematical Development and Creative Development. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It will also contribute towards children becoming ethical, informed citizens, (Beta.gov.wales, 2015) where they will learn about history and the importance of remembering the events that happened.  As George Santayana stated, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it”. (Cox, T, Lecture notes, 2018) Although this may be more of an opinion rather than a statement of fact, it appears to contain some truth, and so teaching children about World War 1 informs them of the history that occurred in the World, and why it should not be repeated. Furthermore, the (then) Prime Minister, David Cameron stated that “ Children must be taught to understand the significance of the First World War”. (Telegraph.co.uk, 2014)

Teaching children about World War one may also allow children to discover family history, as well as the history of soldiers that came from their village, and from Wales. This will begin to cover some aspects of Y Curriculum Cymreig, as they will be learning about how the war affected Wales. Furthermore, learning about the past allows children to understand that some actions have consequences, and should not be repeated. (Learning.gov.wales, 2015)  



According to (Grigg, 2015), Creative Development is important as children are able to express their emotions and ideas, and explore a variety of different materials and media, and learn elements of art such as tone an patterns. Art may also help children with the development of their fine motor skills, communication skills and hand-eye co-ordination. 




  
























Key Stage 2 (KS2)

Lesson 4

This lesson plan is similar to the lesson plan in Foundation Phase in that it  focuses on the sense of touch. However, in this lesson children will be exploring materials and objects outside. According to (Wright, 2016), learning through the use of senses allows children to remember information more easily, and be able to recall it later on by associating various textures with knowledge. All areas of learning can be developed outside, though for this lesson the primary focus will be Health and Well-being, Expressive Arts, Literacy and Science. This lessons aims to enhance children’s understanding of adjectives, and also how materials outside can be used to create something artistic later on. (Harriman, 2006)

This lesson includes showing children a video clip explaining the sense of touch in more depth (in comparison to Foundation Phase), and children are then told to place a fact they know about the sense of touch on the board. This provides the teacher with some insight as to how much knowledge and understanding the children have. (Assessment for Learning) The teacher will then be able to plan other lessons and ensure that not only is their learning continuous (Learning.gov.wales, 2009), but also that they are challenged within the Zone of Proximal Development. (Wright, 2016)


Lesson 5

The purpose of lesson five is to promote children’s awareness of foods grown in other countries and how it is grown/made, as this will allow children to become “ethical, informed citizens” and “healthy, confident learners”. (Dera.ioe.ac.uk, 2010)

Children will be able to gather information through the use of online sources, and by creating a presentation they will be developing their digital competency as well as confidence and communication skills. 

This lesson will cover most areas of ESDGC, such as Consumption and Waste, Choices and Decisions, Health, Natural Environment and Wealth and Poverty. However, it is the children’s responsibility to find out the information themselves as this will encourage them to develop an understanding of finding relevant information, rather than the first thing they read. 

Lesson 6

Sustainability is an important aspect of ESDGC, and this lesson plan endeavours to promote children’s understanding of the effect wind turbines can have, whether positive or negative. Writing a letter provides children with the opportunity to practice many skills, such as ICT, hand writing and critical thinking. Children will also have to make their own decision; “Are Wind Turbines good?”. This question will allow children to consider the positives and negatives, and use the passion they have to create a powerful letter explaining their opinion with supporting facts. This will be great practice for the children as it is academic writing, and when they progress to Secondary Education they will already have the skills and knowledge required to write a formal letter with statistics to support their argument. Furthermore, children tend to enjoy learning about sustainability and other big issues, and the thought of them being able to make a change inspires and motivates them. (Portilla, 2017)

Having a class debate can also allow the children to develop their thinking, communication and listening skills. They will need to discuss their opinion, listen to the opinions of others, and understand that their opinion may not necessarily be right, hence why this lesson plan is aimed at Year Six. 



ESDGC is an important aspect of children’s learning and development, as should play an equally important role in children’s education as science, language and maths. The lesson plans promote the learning development of several subjects, such as science, and have been planned to provide children with plenty of knowledge and information whilst also being fun and inclusive. 
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