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20 credits

Venue: Teaching Laboratory, Tuesdays, 10.15 to 12.15
Course Leader: Dr Jemma Bezant
Attendance: In order to monitor your attendance, a register will be taken during each class.
PLEASE NOTE

A daily attendance register will be taken – it is your responsibility to make sure that you are correctly registered. Absences that do not meet the criteria laid out in the Extensions to Assessment Submission Dates section in the Academic Quality Handbook (and supported by the appropriate documentation) will be marked as unauthorised absence. If you have any statemented support requirements, it is your responsibility to contact student support services well in advance to make any specific arrangements (e.g. for note taking staff). You must inform teaching staff in advance of any support implications and you must also inform staff in advance if you are intending to record any teaching session using audio-visual means. Any student not statemented through student support may be asked to switch off any recording equipment.

CONTENT

All research projects and programmes are different and are embedded in very different cultures and discourses.  However, in the Western world there are a core set of generic steps that all of our peers would expect to have been implemented.  The course takes the student, step-by-step, through the processes required for making a programme of research work and fulfil its intentions.  Its approach is essentially pragmatic focussing on the operational skills required.  This begins with determining the subject of the project and articulating its intentions through its research design.  At the beginning also there should be an analysis of what the source material is likely to be and then determining whether this can sustain the programme and its intended methods.  Most projects need some form of funding whether a personal grant or one for a field team and this will involve some form of application.  How then one uses the sources will depend very much on what they are and what the project is seeking to achieve.  The course will examine the three primary types of source in archaeology: the printed or web-based material; unpublished archival data; and what one finds in the field.  Finally there is the business of engaging with the discourse, the academic context for the work being undertaken.  All research must engage with what is known already, what is accepted and what is contested, as well as what is unknown.  This engagement is through publication and debate.

AIM(S) 

The course aims to embed students within the concepts and practices required for the conduct of good academic research.  This involves the acquisition and application of a variety of skills, including the creation and articulation of formal ideas, critical analysis, the location of similar and related scholarship, the writing of applications, data collation, generation and testing, and the articulation of results.  This will engage both written and presentation skills.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should:

· Consider and critique the different methods used to generate research projects

· Demonstrate an understanding of the place of good research within the discipline

· To gain some understanding of the traditions of research through knowledge of relevant literatures

· Apply knowledge of a range of qualitative methods as well as question their validity. In particular, the difference between gathering data and the production of knowledge

· To enhance written and presentation skills in an applied context 

Lectures and sessions:
These sessions are indicative only and may be subject to change

Session 1: Introduction session. What is research? JB

Session 2: Research Design & funding. LS

Session 3: Library Research: Trip to the National Library. JB/LS

Session 4: Archival research 1: SMR, aerial photography, maps, and photography JB
Session 5: Archival research 2: manuscripts & old maps JB
Session 6: Material culture session: recording and interpreting LS/JB
Session 7: Research project surgery. JB
Session 8: Ethics and archaeology. LS
Session 9: Publication, Seminar and Conference. JB
Session 10: Poster presentation JB/LS
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All assessments (where appropriate) are to be submitted electronically through Moodle.
ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE


NB You will be required to demonstrate a wide range of reading and research for EACH of your assignments.

1. A research project design 25%



17th Nov 2011
2. Annotated bibliography 25%




1st Dec 2011
3. Analysis of primary source material 25% (assessed during fieldtrip)

 8th Nov 2011
4. A conference poster presentation 25% (assessed during class presentation) 
13th Dec 2011
1. Research Project design.
You will be required to fill in and complete the Minor Research Grant application form available from the Society of Antiquaries. The form can be downloaded from http://www.sal.org.uk/grants/
Be sure to read the accompanying notes regarding amounts available and word limits. You should approach this as though it is a ‘real’ application and make sure you follow instructions exactly to the letter: incorrect applications are always binned! It is the aim of this assessment to make you think carefully about the project design you have developed, its viability and how you might convince others of its worth. How is your research unique? What contribution will it make to the discipline? Does it represent value for money?
You will be expected to demonstrate a high scholarly standard of presentation supported where appropriate by correctly formatted citations and references. You will demonstrate the ability to design and determine an appropriate research design that sits within a broader debate nationally and internationally within your field. This will need an understanding of current developments in the area of study and the ability to determine appropriate methodologies and approaches. The planning and initiation of the project will be clear and reflected in appropriate costings and timings. You will be assessed on presentation and content but also the clarity of your aims and objectives, the critical analysis of your material and the design of your research project. You will show an ability to address current theoretical perspectives and perhaps make contributions to those areas. You need to demonstrate the kind of contribution that your project will be making.
2. Annotated Bibliography..
Please give a research project title and identify an academic journal that would be suitable for its eventual publication. You should follow the journal referencing guidelines for production of your bibliography (these are usually published on the journal’s webpage as “information for authors”).

For each bibliographic entry please include a short text justifying your inclusion of this piece of work. You bibliography should include a range of literature types: books, articles from journals and edited volumes, electronic sources etc.

You will be assessed on the appropriateness of the works cited and the determination of their usefulness for a specific research project, the correct formatting style applied consistently and presentation generally is also important. 
3. Analysis of primary source material. (Participation in group discussion) Documentary, physical or visual source material offers a wealth of information to the scholar. Identifying the key resources is key to any successful research. You may choose a manuscript, diary, map, painting, film, database, aerial photograph (or other) for this assessment and this may take place at the National Library of Wales archives. Describe critique and contextualise the piece that you have chosen. How does it contribute to your research project? How would it fit into a range of other resources? The determination of useful research material is a key research skill and you need to demonstrate this through participation with others in a group discussion. 

You will be asked to select and analyse a piece of primary source material and determine its research potential. You will then be asked to present this material in a group session and discuss and analyse it further with your peers. You will be assessed on the clarity of your presentation and the research concepts that you draw upon. You will critically analyse the material within the context of the wider discipline and determine approaches for further study in this area.
4. Poster presentations can take the place of, or complement a paper presentation at many of the major conferences. They are a useful way of conveying research information quickly and in a visually interesting way. They usually present the results of a research project or experiment, but in this instance the poster will be used by you to introduce and showcase your research project. You should strive to present your project in an interesting and easily-digestible way. Try to highlight what makes this project unique, and why it is important. 

You will design your poster using a single Powerpoint slide that should be A1 in size (594x841mm) and portrait (upright) orientation (use the page setup function to change these settings). The poster should display the TSD logo as a way of identifying your affiliation.

There are a number of useful hints and tips (and even templates) on the internet but a few short points are:

· Keep text to an absolute minimum

· Keep text large enough so that it can be read at a distance of 1metre

· Graphics should be simple and uncluttered – and high enough resolution so don’t become pixellated when enlarged.

· Make one point – don’t introduce lots of different ideas

· Make sure you acknowledge fully.

· Give your contact details

· Allow plenty of time to make your poster over a number of times – you will need to get friends to make comments (hopefully positive ones)

There are some example posters on Moodle for you to look at but do look at others on the internet to get some ideas.
You will be assessed on presentation and content but also the clarity of your aims and objectives, the critical analysis of your material and the design of your research project. You will show an ability to address current theoretical perspectives and perhaps make contributions to those areas. You need to demonstrate the kind of contribution that your project will be making.
HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality

•
a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

•
a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality

•
a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

•
based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials

•
written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 

•
presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)

First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear and sharp focus upon the question

•
a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

•
a highly cogent and structured argument

•
a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

•
based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials

•
written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 

•
presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•
a clear focus upon the question

•
an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate

•
a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps

•
a well developed and solidly structured argument

•
a good and thoughtful analysis 

•
based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials

•
written with clarity and accuracy.

•
presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)

Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•
some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused

•
some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 

•
a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations

•
a reasonable level of argument 

•
some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative

•
some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography

•
written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.

•
presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.

THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)

Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•
limited understanding of and focus upon the question 

•
lacks structure and a sustained argument

•
some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations

•
tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis

•
limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

•
some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography

•
limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)

Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it

· Lacks structure and argument

· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic

· Descriptive and narrative in structure

· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.

· Weak writing style.
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