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Aim: The aim of this project is to look at how different forms of extremism in religion is perceived in western culture. It will also look at how religious extremism is treated differently depending on what religion it is in association to, along with how this perception has an overall effect on the religion, whether it be negative or positive. 
Methodology: Due to the different religions that will be looked at in the project, a large amount of knowledge and therefore research will have to be completed in order to get an accurate understanding of the religion and the different perceptions that surround the religion. Media will also be a large part of the project research, as it will give an accurate depiction of what the views of the various extremism groups are and have been over the years. Whilst using this, it is important to ensure that people’s privacy is protected if any statements are being used at evidence to back up my work. 
Main Theories: My main theory is that different religions that have very negative and active extremism groups, such as ISIS claiming to be associated with Islam. I believe that the actions of extremist groups can either negatively or positively impact how people perceive different religions, and that this is ultimately how people develop their opinion on different religious groups. I also believe that the media will have a massive influence on how these groups are presented, and also will selectively choose which religions that they are going to focus on. For example, in 2011 a Norway shooting was carried out by a Christian extremist, however Christians are not labelled as terrorists, however, the 9/11 attacks were carried out by Islamic extremist and the religion has been since known as one that is full of terrorists. I am choosing to focus on western societies as it is the one that I am closest to, and therefore will be able to gage a better understanding of what people’s views are and where they come from when they are routed in the culture. 
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