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[bookmark: _Toc789787810][bookmark: _Toc1118679260][bookmark: _Toc683032462]Section 1 - Essential skills

[bookmark: _Int_28suGJQ8]The following skills that I believe will help me in the future are flexibility, teamwork and problem solving, and to start off for flexibility in the article prospects, the author Daniel Higginbotham insinuates that I would need flexibility, as I would learn how to “multitask” I definitely agree with this as eventually I will have to come out of my comfort zone and learn all of the wide range of styles and techniques within the performing arts industry, I believe that I will experience this when I start auditioning for mayor roles, that requires a specific style. For teamwork from the source New Century Theatre the author Elizabeth claims that, in order to work well in a team you must “manage individual interests” and I completely agree, because to work well as a team ideas need to be heard, considered, and you must not leave anyone out, in order for the project to come through as a whole, For problem solving from the source mid - somerset festival the writer Rosemary McEwen states that I must be ready for anything as there will be “set backs” and from my personal experience, I have come across this issue before when performing in an amateur productions, as my improvisation skills were required to save the performance, and thankfully it all worked out in the end. For the textbook, I used Dance Anatomy by the author Jacqui Greene Haas, and for flexibility I looked at split jumps as I want to develop on this technique in the future, and the writer insinuates that by putting in place, “the building blocks” it will help me increase my skills, and I a hundred percent agree, as by learning step by step the muscles, bones and joints, I will feel even more prepared for the future. My similarity score was 22% for next time I would say I need to improve on referencing properly, as I am new to structuring a reference in the correct way, and I will learn from this, by looking at the Harvad referencing book much more to get a good understanding. I would mark this essay out of 100% because for this task I felt as though I understood the instructions independently, and importantly, I included URL links to back up my points, and I also made sure to use quotation marks to state what the writers claim from the sources.

· Higginbotham, D, 2023, 7 skills you need to succeed in performing arts, Prospects, March, Available at: https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/creative-arts-and-design/7-skills-you-need-to-succeed-in-performing-arts 2023.

· Elizabeth, 2021, 7 skills you need to succeed in performing arts. New Century Theatre, September, Available at: https://newcenturytheatre.org/7-skills-you-need-to-succeed-in-performing-arts/ 2021.

· Rosemary, M, 2023, Ten transferable skills you can learn from the performing arts, mid – somerset, February, Available at: https://midsomersetfestival.org/2023/02/17/ten-transferable-skills-you-can-learn-from-the-performing-arts/ 2023.
·  Jacqui, H, 2010, Dance Anatomy, Human Kinetics, United States
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[bookmark: _Toc2062325772][bookmark: _Toc2011849191][bookmark: _Toc327004556][bookmark: _Int_rTyCVy0S]Section 2 - Theatre review


Watching Aladdin on the 27th December 2023 at the Wales Millennium Centre was an absolute joy, walking into the theatre the atmosphere was busy, but I could not help but notice a lot of people all excited and ready to see the classic Disney production, as I was taking in everything around me, I suddenly saw that there was a stall for Aladdin merchandise by the stairs on my right, therefore I immediately I went to the stall and joined the queue, and for merch I was set on getting a programme, once I reached the top of the queue, I noticed that they had two types of programmes one had pictures and that was £10 and the other one had useful information, and that was £6, in the end I got the £6 one, for the stall they only took card payments, and I overheard someone say this as I was in the queue. As soon as I got the programme my family and I went to grab some soft drinks so we could have it in the theatre, once we got our drinks it was then time to head up, so with that being said we then went by the stairs to show our tickets, and because my hands were a bit full as I had my umbrella, programme, and my soft drink I couldn’t undo my bag for the security, so that was a bit embarrassing, and I had a feeling I was holding up the queue lol, but I managed in the end and as soon as tickets were checked my family and I went up, we sat in our seats, and at that point I took out my note book and pen and I started to write down the pointers that I could include in my theatre review, once that was all wrote down I was then ready to do my review.


After seeing the Disney production of Aladdin, I was absolutely amazed by all the certain things that I witnessed in that very room, for example to start off the music was extremely upbeat, the style was contemporary and there was a live orchestra right by the stage, and you could just about see what instruments were being used, and how it was being portrayed when a musical number is being performed, the costumes made my jaw drop, they were so stylish, colourful, had lots of diamonds, I couldn’t quite believe that these costumes were real, the props that were used were definitely high quality and had lots of special tricks up their sleeves, as in particular scenes you would have surprises, I lost count on how many times I blinked twice. 
Choreography was fantastic, for me personally I believe that the dance style was Jazz, as I could see some sneaky Jazz hands in some numbers, and the dances were not too complex, they were sort of graceful in a way, and it was something you just could not take your eyes off, the lighting was stunning as on certain scenes there would be mood lighting, and it would display different colours, therefore you could understand how the character is feeling, and it also shows as well if the character is evil or good, and it is important to have a good stage lighting as the writer from Illuminated Integration insinuates that having good stage lighting can easily grab the “audience's attention” I completely agree with this as stage lighting can also tell stories, and help you understand the character more, with the set it told a story, and I felt as though I was there in their atmosphere, it also had good structure to it, and it could also be mind-blowing at some points, as the set was amazing to see in person.

For staging it was a normal stage with no moving ability with it, but still I really enjoyed the whole performance, the actors and performers were truly amazing, with each character, there was good characterization, and there was a story with everyone. But I must start off by saying how well Gavin Adams portrayed the character of Aladdin, he had such a lovely well controlled baritone voice, I had chills most of the time, and lastly the writer from the Aladdin programme states that Gavin graduated at the “Royal Academy of Music” in 2023, and this production is his debut, Desmonda Cathabel, who was the character of Jasmine, also trained at the Royal Academy of Music, and she had such an angelic voice, and such control, she blew me away with her vocal ability, and lasty Yeukayi Ushe who is the character of Genie, trained at the Brunel University, and he had such a soulful voice, I felt so draw to him, because he was so outgoing and absolutely hilarious, and he was everything I wanted Genie to be.

Inconclusion I thoroughly enjoyed the performance, it has been such a long time since I last seen a Disney production, and I will say this one was the best one I have seen so far, the plot was clear, and I kind of knew every little change in the plot as I grew up with the Disney animation version, I do think this production was suitable for the Millennium Center, as the set was not so incredibly big, and it all just fit really nicely, I do think that this show is worth seeing as the comedy was kind of like what you would see in a pantomime, and I lost count on how many times I laughed, and for the target audience I would say it is a family friendly production, and it is mainly for kids but at the same time I believe that it is suitable for adults too.
For my final comment I strongly believe that the show was a success, and I will forever remember the moment I witnessed all the magic in that theatre, and I would recommend this show in the future, because if you love Disney, you will love this show.
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[bookmark: _Toc262326638][bookmark: _Toc401639953][bookmark: _Toc2107725576]Section 3 - Reflective essay

What have I done well?
The class I have chosen is performance class, and I would say I have done well on understanding why we need a given circumstance when acting through song, because I now know to always write down in my notebook or in my notes app on my phone before performing a song, the main key words, which are “who, what, when, where” these words are stated by the writer from an article called the MasterClass, from noting these words down in my notes app or in my book after learning what a given circumstance was, I have really started to think about the whole thing in full detail and everything there is to know about a song, and who the character is as a whole. For example recently in performance class my peers and I started to begin the Legit genre, and it was time to research about the piece I was going to do, for instance I was going to portray a song from the musical South Pacific, and the song was called Younger Than Springtime, as soon as we were informed about this task, I then went away and did some research to try and find out what the plot was for the musical, to find out more on who my character was, and what the context of the song was about, once I gathered all my research I wrote it all down in my notes app, therefore it was stored for me to look back at later. Looking back over it afterwards I kept analyzing the questions over and over to try and remember it like a script, as in performance class before expressing the song to the whole class, individually we all need to give some context behind the song, and that’s when a given circumstance comes in, and because I was prepared, I was able to give full context of the musical, who my character was, what was happening before the song, what era was the musical set in, and lastly the character’s surroundings, knowing all of the information I felt more comfortable to make choices in my performance and to express them, for example the walking around, hand gestures, facial expressions, and changing tone of voice, In conclusion, learning about this has now helped me for the future in the performing arts industry, as singing a song won’t just feel like singing a song, as I now know doing your research is a key thing to always do.




What could I improve on?
[bookmark: _Int_jdSbkgle]I would say to improve more on a given circumstance, I must do more research as the writer from the book Different Every Night states that every single given circumstance will end up affecting the performers on how they portray “their objectives and actions” by reading this, I start thinking about, my main goal from what I was thinking about expressing from before and how it will now change because of the new research going in to mind. So, with that being said, to work more on a given circumstance, I will make sure to do as much research as I can on the musical, the song, and my character before coming into performance class, because not everything goes to plan, and small details can change.

My contribution to the class
In class, I have made sure to push myself more when it comes to answering questions, or even giving critical feedback to my peers, and the one thing that I know I am comfortable giving questions out for is the main questions, for example these are, why the song is there?, how does the song drive the plot forward?, what changes for the character?, what is the line of significance? and lastly what does my character want?, as a class my peers and I did have to memories all these to help us moving forward, so now before every performance from each individual the students who are not singing, have to try and remember what these key points were, and so far I have to say I have done a good job at giving a question, because I strongly believe I have put in the work, by looking over the questions, in my spare time and I also believe that coming out of your comfort zone, and pushing yourself to give a question is incredibly key as from an article that I found the writer from the National Library of Medicine insinuates that asking many questions as possible can open “lines of communications;” when reading this I believe that the more times you ask questions it can develop your skills when communicating with your peers, and I try to memories each point so that when in the session I won’t just be completely silent. I also know for giving critical feedback I will develop on this in time, but for now I just feel as though I miss the point sometimes, and I don’t fully understand what I say, but I do know I can do it, and I will continue to learn and grow as the sessions progress.
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