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MODULE TUTOR: Dr Louise Emanuel 

Reflective Fieldwork Journal
During this module you will visit a number of sites on fieldwork.  At each site you should keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential


These notes should subsequently be written up into a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, which incorporates relevant academic and policy related literature and provides suggestions sustainable approaches to recreational development at the site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  You should include details of two fieldwork sites in the main body of the work, and include the notes relating to the third in an appendix.


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    

Submit by Turnitin on or before Friday 11th January 2019

Date feedback to be returned to student: On or before Friday 8th February 2019


	
School of Sport, Health & Outdoor Education

Assessment Feedback Sheet

	                Student No./Name:	
                                               Module:	
                                     Module Code: 


	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Your discussion of the nature of landscape within the context of the fieldwork locations
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical evaluation of external and internal influences that affect the perception, interpretation and use of landscape at the fieldwork sites.
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical discussion of the relationship between landscape and recreation and your suggestion of sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.
	
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	40%

	Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument
	1,2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read, correctly referenced and adheres to the Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 




Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet, add your name and details, and paste the whole of this assignment document into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your assignment should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Assignment is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct referencing following the Harvard style, as described in the Palgrave study skills book ‘Cite them Right’.
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my assignment out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
Dinefwr Park

The landscape at Dinefwr Park is one that has been manipulated and designed by humans. George and Cecil Rice designed the landscape in the 18th-century (REF). 

There are two forts present on the site, that are a sign of Roman presence from 2000 years ago. This could be an indicator that the quality of the land was deemed to be high since that age or before. 

 The bush rows, trees, fields and so on, have been made to create an aesthetically pleasing site that resembles the natural environment, but is in fact far from it. Some would argue that the quality of the landscape is high because of the aesthetics, however, I do not agree. The natural aspects of the area are forever under the influence and attack of humans, in an attempt to maintain a certain atmosphere and look. 

As discussed on our visit, the trees are subjected to regular surgery and sometimes felling, due to health and safety risks and to create view points for visitors. Fields and paths are often damaged due to high traffic in wet conditions from events such as their Christmas fair.

The park has an entry fee to non-national trust members, which could deter people from visiting the site. I myself would not be willing to pay the fee, when I could walk around a near-by site such as Brechfa Forest for free. Brechfa forest, although largely a man-made forest, feels much more natural and un-altered by humans. However, Dinefwr does has more on offer for families and groups who are looking for a “culture day”.

The site is mainly open access, however, there are areas that are closed to the public. These include areas for deer’s during mating season and area that are under conservation works at the time. Footpaths around the site make seeing the site a pleasurable experience and offer a variety of viewing points that have been created with the public in mind.

While on the subject of access, the park does not have close links with public transport. The nearest bus stop is one mile from the park. Considering that most people will come to walk around the site, this would generally not be a problem. However, this may deter some visitors from visiting the site, for example, those with children or disabilities. 

Dinefwr is a national trust site and has continuing conservation works throughout the year. These work towards maintaining the landscape, flora and fauna, as well as striving to keep their herds of white Cattle and Deer healthy. 

The site is a product of Lord Rhys’ desire to make a living from the landscape that he imagined and created. For example, there is a hill that created to stop the people in the house being able to see the workers passing by on their way to work. Which in my personal opinion, makes the site rather un-appealing in terms of the history. Knowing that the people who designed and founded the site were of such pretentious mind frames, forms a negative view of the site. 

In terms of use, the site offers little in terms of activities for visitors, at least when there isn’t a fair or event of some kind. The area has a collection of footpaths, fields and wooded areas to explore and enjoy, but not any activities. The manor house can be visited to learn about the history, appreciate the architecture and view art pieces, but again, recreational activities are absent from the site. 

The site could potentially benefit from introducing some sort of activities that could attract a wider range of visitors and offer a broader experience for families. An Archery/Air Rifle range would be a prime example. The range could be placed in an area that would not disturb any of the views, wouldn’t produce any significant damage to the environment. It would also provide a way of explaining how the deer population is kept under control. If done correctly, it could be an appropriate way to explain to children that animals are killed to provide us with meat. 

Cheddar Gorge

Cheddar gorge is a natural feature in the English landscape that has been created through erosion over thousands of years. The gorge is a big tourist attraction that has hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. Apart from the road that leads through the gorge and the village at the south end, the area is fairly natural and untouched. Public foot paths lead across each side of the gorge, providing visitors with breath taking views of the landmark. 

Cheddar gorge is full of steep grassy banks and rock faces, which attracts a lot of climbers to the area, and base jumping is even known to happen in the gorge. Caving is another popular activity, with the presence of a caving centre that offers guided tours of the local cave systems. 

The caving systems are the only part of the gorge that has restrictions on access. The rest of the gorge is free to enjoy and generally holds no restrictions. During nesting season, it has been known for certain rock faces to have no climbing restrictions placed on them, to prevent the disturbance of birds, though this cannot be foreseen until the birds have chosen their spot for nesting. 

The potential for future developments in Cheddar Gorge are quite limited because of the features of the landscape and the reasons people visit. The main attraction of the site is to see a vast gorge that is a natural feature, secondary would be the wildlife present and the adventurous activities available. 


Waterfall Country, Brecon Beacons.

The third site I am going to discuss is the area that is the home of the famous waterfall country in Coed-y-Rhaeadr (Wood of the Water). The character of this landscape is natural and feels authentic. I have visited and worked in this area for many years and each time I am there, I feel like I am no-where near civilisation. You can hear no cars, only the sounds of falling water against rocks. Wildlife is present within the whole valley, red kites and buzzards are a regular site. 

The quality of the landscape is, in my opinion, one of the best areas in the whole of Wales. Apart from the footpaths, the area is relatively untouched and any work done by the forestry commission is not easily noticed. Areas around the waterfalls have been subjected to erosion from the number of visitors that visit, but this does not ruin the beauty of the site. More could be done to prevent further damage, but not without great cost and man power. 

The area is popular with adventure groups that provide gorge walking experiences on the Mellte. During peak season, the gorge can have up to 20 gorge walking groups per day, which if unregulated could have disastrous results on the environment. The South Wales Outdoor Activity Provider Group (SWOAPG) regulates the providers that use the area and the terms of use for the gorge. These terms include: designated routes, safety concerns and ecological preservation. Without SWOAPG, the gorge would almost definitely be subjected to excess use and damage. 

The area contains two Sites of Special Scientific Interest and a Special Area of Conservation with fine specimens of sessile oak and ash trees and over 200 species of mosses, liverworts, and ferns. Under Sgwd-Gwladus Waterfall, there is a moss that is specific to that waterfall alone and grows nowhere else in the country. The conservation of this moss is threatened by the gorge walking groups that use the waterfall, as clients have been known to pick the moss and make fake beards as a joke. SWOAPG have a zero tolerance to people damaging this moss and I have personally seen gorge walking leaders stop a session and lead the group out of the valley because of clients damaging the moss, even after being specifically told about the protection over it. This shows that, even though the activities that are run in gorge have the potential to damage the ecology, the leaders who provide these activities are responsible and pro-actively work towards causing as little damage as possible. Unfortunately, this is not the case with all visitors. 

The walk is open to all and there is little signage to deter people from venturing off the footpaths. This does result in people often littering in areas and camping illegally in the wooded areas. Sadly, this is something that cannot effectively be stopped without extreme measures, such as rangers being actively present within the area at all times. 

Access to the waterfall footpath is dependent on the visitor’s preference to how far they wish to walk. There are two car parks located a short walk from the waterfalls (one pay and display) and parking is also available at the bottom of the valley. Apart from the pay and display car park, there are no fee’s to visiting the site. 





Comparison

Each of the sites mentioned in this essay are used for recreation in some way or another. However, each site has its own characteristics and is used and protected in different ways. For example, Dinefwr park has a team of people who actively work all year round towards maintaining and protection the grounds. Whereas Cheddar Gorge and The Waterfall Country, are not cared for as actively. 

All three sites are part of the national trust, which acts to maintain landscapes for recreational use and for future generations. Yet, Dinefwr Park is the only site that has an entrance fee. This is probably because of the sites constant conservation work that takes place. 
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