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CATULLUS 5

Living/dying, human time/nature’s time, calculating/ losing track, knowing/not know-
ing, light/night, kisses and more kisses. Central to this poem is the notion of what has
value. (Recall this same issye from Poem 1 where Nepos’ " “worth-
counted” as worthless, while the kisses of the oppositional
life of making love are to be “coynteq” repeatedly (and then confused). It js inleresting
that the “oppositional” life incorporates the language of what it claims to oppose. Must
the erotic be quantified?

Vivamus, mea Lesbia, atque amemus,

rumoresque senum severiorum

omnes unius aestimemus assis!

soles occidere et redire possunt;

nobis, cum semel occidit brevis lux, 5

Meter: Hendecasyllabic

1 wvivp, vivere, vixi, victum, live
amod, amare, amavi, amatum, love, make love

vivamus...ameémus: Note the word order ofline 1. The first person plural verbs of exhortation
actas a frame, surround Lesbia, and occupy the emphatic initial and final positions in
the line. Notice the assonance of the m sound, perhaps anticipating through its labial
formation the kissing to follow,

2 riimor, ramoris, m., clamor, 80ssip, rumor, unfavorable report, favorable report
senex, senis, m,, old man
severus, -a, -um, adj., strict, severe, serious

3 aestimo, aestimare, aestimavi, aestimatum, value, assess at
as, assis, m1., coin of small value, penny
Unius...assis: genitive of value

riimores...assis: Note the ASSONANCE of the s sound in lines 2-3 possibly imitating the sound
of people 80ssipping and/or a hissing at them on the part of the speaker.

4  sal, solis, m., sun, a day (as determined by the rising of the sun)
occido, occidere, occidi, occasum, fall, die
reded, redire, redil, reditum, go back, come back, return

5 nobis: functions as dative of reference or dative of agent with passive periphrastic
semel, adv., once, once and for all
brevis, -e, adj., short, brief
lux, Iiicis, f, light, daylight, day, life
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nox est perpetua una dormienda. |
da mi basia mille, deinde centum, W
dein mille altera, dein secunda centum, !
deinde usque altera mille, deinde centum;

dein, cum milia multa fecerimus, 10
conturbabimus, illa ne sciamus,

aut ne quis malus invidere possit

cum tantum sciat esse basiorum.

nobis...lux: Note the lack of eLision in line 5 as well as the abrupt rhythm coming to a halt
with the unusual monosyllabic conclusion. The brevity of our “light/life” is imaged in
the sound of the line.

perpetuus, -a, -um, adj., continuing, permanent, connected

nox...dormienda: lux,”light/life,” which ends line 5 immediately becomes nox “night” at the
beginning of line 6. The similarity of the two words, both monosyllables, both ending
in the letter x underlines their identification and distinction. An almost epigrammatic
nox est suggests a definition: night “is” the following, but we must allow the est to
serve another function as well, as part of the passive periphrastic with dormienda.
In seeing this, we shift from possible definition to a vision of necessity. The ELIsION
between perpetua and iina has a lulling, almost soporific effect, yet the sensual sound
makes nicely ambiguous night as erotic opportunity or death.

basium, basi, n., kiss
basia: this word first attested in Catullus

The succinct imperative, da mi basia, is a “wake-up call” for immediate action. What
follows is a lingering elaboration upon that idea. Note the careful use of ANAPHORA in
lines 7-9. Mille and centum alternate three times while they repeat, while the adverb
deinde/dein repeats each time in the initial position of its phrase. The mix of erotic
exuberance and exquisite linguistic control is a hallmark of Catullus” style.

dein=deinde
usque, adv., continuously, continually, all the way
fecerimus: the verb can mean “count up”; note the long i

conturbd, conturbare, conturbavi, conturbatum, mix up, go bankrupt

scid, scire, scivi, scitum, know

quis, quid, interr. pron., who, what; indef. pron., anyone, anything
malus, -a, -um, adj., bad, nasty, hostile, unfavorable

invided, invidére, invidi, invisum, envy, begrudge, refuse

tantum, -1, n., so much

basidorum: partitive genitive
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