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Exploring Penmon Priory

Throughout this essay, using the Monastic Wales website, no date.[footnoteRef:1] there will be an exploration of different monasteries within wales. The focus of the essay will be reviewing the Penmon Priory, which dates from the 13th century. There will be an evaluation of the priory status through its foundation to its dissolution.  [1:  Monastic wales, Penmon Priory (no date) <  https://www.monasticwales.org/site/46 > [accessed 27th October 2023].] 

From the usage of Cadw, no date.[footnoteRef:2] Penmon Priory was founded by St Seiriol in the 6th century, the priory can be found in the East tip of Anglesey Bangor. The significance of the foundation could be found with the holy well that is placed on its grounds, which is reported to have healing properties along with bearing St Seiriol name. Surrounding the holy well is a constructed building that encloses it, but this construction is thought to be from a later date, suggesting it’s an important object. As well, within the church stands a 10th century cross with complex patterns carved on it. This cross is still used in today’s parish. However, in the 21st century all that is standing is mostly from the 13th century when the lord of Gwynedd reinstated the priory. Penmon priory was placed within the order of Augustine canons and replaced the community of secular clerks, in the year 1220. The monastery life is bound by strict rules of worship and rules that vary from order to order.  [2:  Cadw, Penmon Priory, Cross and St Seiriol’s well (no date) <https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/penmon-priory-cross-and-st-seiriols-well> [accessed 28th October 2023].
] 

Monastic Wales, no date. [footnoteRef:3]Informs the visitation of the priory that includes Dafydd ap Llewelyn, the prince of Gwynedd. Dafydd ap Llewelyn used the priory to confirm his father's charter to the rights of his estates. The charters ceremony can be found dating from 1229 and 1238.  Also, within monastic wales, no date.[footnoteRef:4] In the year 1247 there was more charter confirmation, involving Llewelyn ap Gruffudd and his brother Owain ap Gruffudd, which gave grants to the prior by his grandfather, Llewelyn ab Iorwerth.  [3:  Monastic Wales, Dafydd ap Llywelyn, prince of Gwynedd (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/person/13> [accessed 28th October 2023].]  [4:  Monastic wales, 1247: confirmation (no date) < https://www.monasticwales.org/event/433 > [accessed 28th October 2023].] 

Alongside this, it was found within Monastic Wales, no date.[footnoteRef:5] The prince of Gwynedd, Llewelyn Fawr, was associated with Penmon priory during the 13th century. He was one of the most important rulers within Wales that helped unite the Welsh against the English. He helped cause the Welsh to have single principality, also Llywelyn Fawr was a patron of the arts and churches within the Penmon priory.  [5:  Monastic wales, Llywelyn ab lorwerth;Llywelyn Fawr, prince of Gwynedd (the great) (no date) https://www.monasticwales.org/person/10  [accessed 28th October 2023]. ] 

Further on, in monastic wales, no date.[footnoteRef:6] in 1504 it is found that the priory wasn't in a state of purity. Within the visitation records, William Warham, the Archbishop of Canterbury, was recoded to have visited the priory and had recorded how prior John Ingram of Penmon, was suspected to have allegedly kept a concubine alongside two other canons. This allegation would help push the dissolution during the reign of Henry 8th, alongside with other monastery that were caught being corrupt.  [6:  Monastic wales, 1504: visitation (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/event/426> [accessed on 28th October].] 

While the welsh princes were associated with the priory, in monastic wales, no date. [footnoteRef:7]It's found that in the year of 1282, there was destruction which was caused to the priory during the reign of Edward the 1st, who orchestrated the defeat of the Welsh princes. In monastic wales, no date[footnoteRef:8]. It's found at that time, the priory was granted £46 compensation for the destruction, but the priory was one of the poorest religious houses within Wales. This is highlighted in the year of 1536, a year before its dissolution, with the Valor Ecclesiasticus, which had estimated the income of the priory to be £40, much less than the other monasteries within Wales, suggesting the compensation awarded was worthless. Also, in monastic Wales, no date[footnoteRef:9]. It is found that in the year of 1381, there was a requirement of payments from the community. The priory was to pay tax on what the priory estates were worth within Bangor.  [7:  Monastic wales, Edward 1, king of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Aquitaine (no date) < https://www.monasticwales.org/person/20> [accessed 28th October 2023]. ]  [8:  Monastic Wales, Penmon (priory) (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/site/46> [accessed 28th October 2023].]  [9:  Monastic Wales, 1381: Clerical poll tax (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/event/264> [accessed 28th October 2023].] 

Additionally, in monastic Wales, no date.[footnoteRef:10] It was discovered that Penmon priory was fined 10.s for not attending an Augustinian general chapter, that was happening within Leicester in the year of 1509. In monastic wales, no date.[footnoteRef:11] Then in the year 1400, the priory government was rearranged to the English priors, which now presided over the priory, alongside the burgesses within Beaumaris town. Excluding Welsh priors within the community. [10:  Monastic wales, 1509: Fine (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/event/705> [accessed on 28th October 2023].]  [11:  Monastic Wales, c. 1400: Government of house (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/event/336> [accessed on 28th October]. ] 

In monastic Wales, no date. [footnoteRef:12]It was discovered that, a year before the dissolution of the monasteries,1537, there were correspondents to Thomas Cromwell by Sir Richard Bulkeley on behalf of the Prior John of Penmon. Prior John Ingram of Penmon was imprisoned within his home, by the royal commission’s. Sir Richard Bulkeley asked Thomas Cromwell for favour to be placed on Prior John Ingram of Penmon, in the condition that Sir Richard bulkeley would send 20 nobles for Christmas and another 20 to the feast in St Peter and St Paul, only if Prior John Ingram of Penmon were given his liberty and was no longer troubled anymore by the royal commissioners. This may suggest that Sir Richard Bulkeley and Prior John Ingram had a somewhat agreement, as well as the allegation that was flagged up during the visitation of the archbishop suggest there may be some corruption within the priory, especially during a time of religious unrest within Britain in the 16th century. [12:  Monastic Wales, 1536: Request (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/event/427> [accessed on 28th October].] 

However, within Monastic Wales, no date.[footnoteRef:13] Penmon has a twin establishment known as Puffin Island. [13:  Monastic Wales, Puffin Island (priory) (no date) <https://www.monasticwales.org/site/47> [accessed on 28th October].] 

By reviewing the history of Penmon Priory, it reveals a lot about Welsh history. The sites had a number of associations of the Welsh princes and withstanding destruction done by the English. As well, it demonstrates how much care has also gone into preserving the parish as its still used today.
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