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SESSION 4

Focus: Returning to thinking about methodology:

− What is meant by methodology, method and research design and how do we report these elements of the 
research project? 

− Theories underlying qualitative research.

Key Questions:

− What is methodology?

− How does the theoretical frame shape the analysis of data? 

− What does a report of the methodology look like?
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PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS
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PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS
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How can knowledge regarding the research question be produced?

What is the nature of reality?

What specific ways of data collection and data analysis can be used?

What are the conceptual and/or methodological models that relate to a specific discipline 
during a particular period of time?

What can be accepted as knowledge?



What is the nature of reality?

What can be accepted as knowledge?

How can knowledge regarding the 
research question be produced?

What specific ways of data collection 
and data analysis can be used?

What are the conceptual and/or 
methodological models that relate to a 
specific discipline during a particular 
period of time?
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ONTOLOGY AND EPISTEMOLOGY IN RESEARCH -
THEY'RE NOT AS COMPLEX AS THEY SOUND!

www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdmkdFJAdnw
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdmkdFJAdnw
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Realism

Idealism

“the view that entities exist independently 
of being perceived, or independently of our 
theories about them”
(Phillips, 1987, p. 205)

The belief that research knowledge is made up of subjective 
experiences obtained through observation that is consistently 
influenced by the researcher’s interpretations.
         (Giacomini, 2010)
Qualitative research is intrinsically idealistic.

Phillips, D. C. (1987) Validity in Qualitative Research: Why the Worry 
about Warrant will Not Wane. Education and Urban Society, 20 (1), 9-24.

Giacomini, M. (2010) Theory matters in qualitative health research. In I. 

Bourgeault, R. Dingwall, & R. de Vries (eds.), The Sage handbook of qualitative 

methods in health research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.



PARADIGMS
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POSITIVISM

As a philosophy, positivism adheres to the view that only “factual” knowledge 
gained through observation, including measurement, is trustworthy. 

In positivism studies, the role of the researcher is limited to data 
collection and interpretation in an objective way. 

In other words, the researcher is an objective analyst and she distances herself 
from personal values in conducting the study = removing the possibility of bias.
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POSITIVISM

With which ontology 

would positivism 

normally be 

associated?
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POSITIVISM

In these types of studies, research findings are usually observable and 
quantifiable that lead to statistical analyses.

The researcher is independent from the study.

Studies with positivist paradigm are based purely on facts and consider the 
world to be external and objective.

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 11

Crowther and Lancaster (2008)



POSITIVISM
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POSITIVISM - TASK

Plan a study that adheres to a positivist 
research philosophy based on the following title:

A study into the impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic on fashion brands in North America.

13



INTERPRETIVISM

Interpretivism involves researchers interpreting elements of the study.

“Interpretive researchers assume that access to reality (given or socially
constructed) is only through social constructions such as language, consciousness,
shared meanings, and instruments”.

(Myers, 2008)

Emphasizes qualitative analysis over quantitative analysis.
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Myers, M.D. (2008) Qualitative Research in 

Business & Management. SAGE Publications.



INTERPRETIVISM

Interpretivism is :

“associated with the philosophical position of idealism, and is used to group 
together diverse approaches, including social constructivism, phenomenology and 
hermeneutics; approaches that reject the objectivist view that meaning resides 
within the world independently of consciousness”. 

(Collins, 2010)

Interpretivist studies usually focus on meaning and may employ multiple methods
in order to reflect different aspects of the issue.
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Collins, H. (2010) Creative Research: The Theory and Practice 
of Research for the Creative Industries. AVA Publications.



INTERPRETIVISM

With which ontology 

would interpretivism

normally be 

associated?
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IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF INTERPRETIVISM

Naturalistic approach of data collection, e.g. interviews and observations.

Included in this approach are:

• Hermeneutics = the philosophy of interpretation and understanding.

• Phenomenology = “the philosophical tradition that seeks to understand the world
through directly experiencing the phenomena”.

(Littlejohn & Foss, 2009)
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Littlejohn, S.W. & Foss, K.A. (2009) 
“Encyclopaedia of Communication 
Theory” Vol.1, SAGE Publication.



INTERPRETIVISM - TASK

Plan a study that adheres to an interpretivist 
research philosophy based on the following title:

A study into the impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic on fashion brands in North America.
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POSITIVISM VERSUS INTERPRETIVISM
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Pizam, A. & Mansfeld, Y. (2009) Consumer 
Behaviour in Travel and Tourism. Taylor 
and Francis Group, London.



EPISTEMOLOGICAL VERSUS ONTOLOGICAL 
POSITIONS OF THREE RESEARCH TYPES
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Vrijhoef, R. & Ridder, H. (2008) Methodological challenges of 

knowledge production in construction management research: The case 

of a postgraduate research into supply chain integration. 2. 707-716. 



POSITIVISM AND INTERPRETIVISM

= two extreme mutually exclusive paradigms.

However, many thesis topics can fall broadly within more than one of these two main 
paradigms. 

What do we do if this is the case?

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 21



PRAGMATISM

Recognises that:

* there are many different ways of interpreting the world and undertaking research;

* no single point of view can ever give the entire picture;

* there may be multiple realities.

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 22

Saunders, M., Lewis, P. & Thornhill, A. (2012) 

Research Methods for Business Students 

6th edition, Pearson Education Limited.



PRAGMATISM

The research question is the most important determinant of the research
philosophy.

Pragmatics can combine both, positivist and interpretivism positions within the
scope of a single research according to the nature of the research question.

Pragmatism:

• can integrate more than one research approaches and research strategies within
the same study.

• can integrate the use of multiple research methods - qualitative, quantitative,
action research etc.
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POSITIVISM, INTERPRETIVISM AND PRAGMATISM
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TASK

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 25



RESEARCH APPROACHES

How would you categorise the study? 

realist / idealist; positivist / interpretivist

What words, concepts or aspects of the research informed your 
judgement?

Could a study of this nature be completed in a different way?

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 26
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Maxwell, N., Doughty, J., Slater, T., Forrester, D. and Rhodes, K. 

(2018) Home education for children with additional learning 

needs – a better choice or the only option? Educational Review.
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Siddiqui, S. (2022) Categorized and Correlated 
Multiple-Choice Questions: A Tool for 
Assessing Comprehensive Physics Knowledge 
of Students. Education Sciences 12, no. 9: 575.



EXAMPLE THESIS

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 29



EXAMPLE THESIS

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 30

EdD Thesis (2023):
Understanding the impact of school 
inspection: An analysis of how school 
leaders in Wales interpret and 
respond to inspection outcomes.
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FOLLOW UP THINKING TASK

Consider Assessment Component 2: Research Methods / Tools

Think about:

− your theoretical frame, 

− the research design and the justification for it, 

− the research tools and justification for them.

Search for some literature that will help you to justify your decisions.
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ALSO – IN PREPARATION FOR NEXT WEEK:
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OPTIONAL READING

Epistemological Foundations of 
Objectivist and Interpretivist 
Research (udayton.edu)

Hillier, J. (2016) An Introduction to 
Music Therapy Research. Dallas: 
Barcelona Publishers.
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https://ecommons.udayton.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1054&context=books
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1054&context=books
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1054&context=books


ADDITIONAL SLIDES

2/7/2024 SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 36



CONSTRUCTIVISM

Constructivism accepts reality as a construct of the human mind.

• reality is perceived to be subjective;

• closely associated with pragmatism and relativism;

• all knowledge is constructed from human experience;

• based on inseparability between knowledge and knower.

It opposes the idea that there is a single methodology to generate knowledge.
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POSITIVIST PARADIGM VERSUS 
PHENOMENOLOGICAL PARADIGM

Positivist Paradigm

Relates to the viewpoint that the researcher 
needs to concentrate on facts.

Usually adopt a deductive approach.

Phenomenological paradigm

Seeks to explain the nature of things through 
the way people experience them.

Usually associated with an inductive approach. 
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POSITIVIST PARADIGM VERSUS 
PHENOMENOLOGICAL PARADIGM

Positivist Paradigm

The world is perceived as external and 
objective

Independence of the observer

Hypotheses formulation and testing 
them

Samples are normally large

Phenomenological paradigm

The world is perceived to be socially 
constructed and subjective

Observer is considered a part of the 
object of observation

Focusing on meanings

Exploring the totality of each individual 
case

Small samples are analysed in a greater 
depth or over longer period of time

40

Easterby-Smith, M., Thorpe, R. & Jackson, 
P. (2008) Management Research 3rd ed, 
SAGE Publications Ltd., London.
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