“In your considered opinion, what are the benefits and disadvantages of educating children in a selective system of education in the 21st Century?”

Intro
This poster presentation will demonstrated the benefits and disadvantages of educating in the Montessori selective education system in the 21t century. 
I will be looking at Maria Montessori the founder of this selective education and how this came about.
The Montessori approach is an approach that relies on the sensitivities and tendencies of each individual as they present themselves as there is different needs at each of the developmental stages. 
The main elements of achieving the Montessori approach is that there has to be an environment that supports the child’s stage of development. There needs to be an adult who can understand the stage of development and acts as a guide to help the child find their natural way of development. There is also an emphasis on the importance of the freedom for the child to engage in their own development according to their individual developmental timeline.

Who is Maria Montessori? –point at image
Maria Montessori was the founder of the Montessori education. DR Montessori was a well-educated woman and was the first doctor in Italy, however she did not settle in Italy as she travelled the world to demonstrate her Montessori techniques. The extraordinary individual originally was a doctor and worked with children with intellectual disabilities and learn that the way to most appropriate way for these individuals to learn is not through medication but through appropriate pedagogy. 
When Montessori developed this method of teaching she saw the rewards through these intellectual disabled individuals achieving the same standard of grades as other pupils did. 
Although Montessori was heavily praised for this achievement she did not stop there, as she went on to work with educational system in Italy. Montessori then started working with non-disabled children and set up her own classes and continued to develop her pedagogy that was based on her experiments and observation. 
Montessori found that children go through different sensitive stages for learning and periods of developing and believed that due to this that children should be split into groups for the appropriate stages. Montessori believed through her research there is a particular triad central for education and this consists of child, guider and environment.


Marion O’Donnell comments in his article how Maria Montessori viewed education and children’s mental health …
“Children were to become Masters of themselves, not masters of others. Montessori Considered mastery of environment along with positive relationships to be indications of good mental health.” (O’Donnell, 2013)

This demonstrates Montessori’s key ideas on education that children need freedom to learn and be masters of their environment. With this achieved and good relationships it is likely to lead to good mental health.

Key Ideas of Montessori Education
The Montessori approach focuses on different areas such as Independence, observation, following the child, correcting the child, prepared environment and absorbent mind. 


INDEPENDENCE
Independence is important for Maria Montessori as she believed that giving children opportunities to do things for themselves allows them to full independence. Montessori education allows children opportunities to choose what they want to do, opportunities to dress themselves and help the teacher with activities. 
The children’s house is the schools for 0-3 years old and the environment is laid out in a way to help the child to choose and access the activities that they want. The materials in these Children houses are specialised for Montessori’s method such as they are child-sized, accessible for their height, self-correcting and children can find out when they have made a mistake without being corrected. This allows children to work independently and find out what they enjoy for themselves and can solve some problems without having to ask the teacher for help.

Montessori believed that providing the children with independence it can increase their self-esteem and confidence in hope that this will carry on throughout their lives. The quote by Maria Montessori- 
 “Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.” – Maria Montessori.
Demonstrates that independence is key for this education system and we should allow children to develop and do things at their own pace, giving them confidence.

OBSERVATION
Observation is a simple method that Maria Montessori used to learn and develop her theory on education. Montessori believes that we should watch the children enjoy themselves and exploring the environment with their accessible materials. Maria Montessori taught that this the only ways an adult can understand the individual child’s needs are. 


FOLLOWING THE CHILD
Following the children is important for Montessori as this is where the children show the adults what they need them to do and what they need to develop in themselves and the areas what challenge them. When you have learnt from the observation you have done you then need to follow them in what they do. Following the child also means being relaxed and do not give instructions, instead you can provide choices of different materials. Letting the child take charge allows them to feel respected and confident.










CORRECTING THE CHILD
Correcting the child is important as children will always make mistakes when growing up. In situations like this, adults should not show stress or anger instead they should provide opportunities for the child to work with them and help sort out the mistake made. It is important that children understand that this was a mistake that they should avoid but they are not too be scared or put of doing such an activity again in fear of making another mistake. Giving the children freedom is a positive way for them to learn to make choices and make mistakes while adults are there to guide and help them by supporting in a nice tone.

PREPARED ENVIRONMENT
The prepared environment is important part of Montessori educational systems. The prepared environment will be set accordingly to support the particular age group allowing the freedom of choice and movement. Montessori believed that these environment has to be aesthetically pleasing for the children to feel invited to work and intrigued. Montessori believes that children playing is also educational as it allows the children to create and develop themselves. The duty of the adult in this environment is to ensure that the place of play can also be a place to learn.



ABSORBENT MIND
The Absorbent mind is another key element of Montessori Method, this is the idea that children do not need to be necessarily taught particular words and actions as they have absorbent minds. The children absorb everything in the environment by experiencing it and being a part of it. Therefore if the environment is appropriate and positive then the child will definitely absorb information.


Different planes
Montessori based her work on the observation of children and developed a model of ‘planes’ for each developmental age groups. The groups are 0-6 years old, 6-12 years old, 12- 18 years old and the final category of 18-24 years.

The first plane in the human development is the Infancy stage which is particularly impacted by the child’s absorbent mind and is a sensitive period of time for the children. This stage is a time for enlightening and can be quiet intense for the children. The children from birth to 3 years old is the time period where the children will learn through their senses and their absorbent minds. The later period of this stage of development ages 3- 6 years old the children will learn more hands on with freedom and this will allow them to start developing social relationships.

 The next human development stage according to Montessori is Childhood and this is children between the ages of 6-12 years.  This stage is where they will learn the most important basic skills and they will grow out of their absorbent mind and will learn more through cognitive, reason and their imagination. Montessori believed that this is the time is when children learn about the world around them and how it works and they will be intrigued to find out factual information. This group will enjoy working in groups as they will want to socialise and learn in a group rather than alone.

The next stage that Montessori talks about is Adolescence which is the ages 12-18 years.  This is a stage where adolescents present a decline in energy and struggle to cope with learning too much information. Montessori believed that it is important to use living skills and practical learning systems as it prepares the adolescents to be prepared for adulthood and becoming independent. As these individuals will be going through puberty it is important to provide them with dignity to learn adult skills and allow them to construct their adult self.



The final Plane Montessori demonstrated was the Transition to adulthood and this is age’s between18-24 years. This is a stage where the individuals can explore career chances and learn further social skills for their adult future.


The Different Montessori Schools in the United Kingdom
Maria Montessori believes that children need the best prepared environment and teachers that guide and support them. These schools have been popular over the 21st century for many parents as this education is seen to have a supportive network for the children. Maria Montessori stated,
“The teacher’s first duty is to watch over the environment, and this takes precedence over all the rest. Its influence is indirect, but unless it be well done there will be no effective and permanent results of any kind, physical, intellectual or spiritual.” 

This shows the teachers duty is to support and watch over, this means that these guiders do not influence their own perspectives but just guide the child through education.

Montessori wanted teachers to have a different role than those of mainstream education. The teacher in these schools have less of control and authorities role than mainstream education as Montessori believed guiders are more important. The teachers in Montessori selective system allow free exploration and are there to provide a helping hand. The teacher will be active, observant and supportive when a child is going through the sensitive periods.
She then takes a step back, allows free exploration, and is there to give guidance and a helping hand. Simultaneously, she is an active observer, assessing when children have reached sensitive periods where new concepts may be introduced. With Montessori’s idea that children learn through their experiences it is important that the guiders do not over step the boundaries and become too influential.

Examples of Montessori education in the UK today can be found widely. With over 300 schools available to attend, although this selective system is private meaning it is costly for parents there is still a large proportion of children attending these schools.

–Cardiff Montessori school
Cardiff Montessori School & Nursery is available for children from ages 1-11 years old and have recently opened a 12-30 month class in 2019. The school is located in an area where there is natural beauty and surroundings for children to learn.


Hertfordshire Montessori School
Hertfordshire Montessori is another Montessori school that is located again in natural surroundings and forest very nearby to bring the environment into the education. This school is for 12 months to 6 years old, and also offers parents and toddler groups to encourage parents to use this natural environment to guide their children.

Redhill Montessori School Haverfordwest
Redhill Montessori School is situated in Haverfordwest on a large site for children to be able to use the environment with large area for children to play while they learn. This school is from 1-11 years old and provide parents classes to help support parents on how to bring up children with the Montessori approach.





Disadvantages of Montessori Education with comparisons to Steiner Education
There is a variety of different draw backs to this selective educational system and I will be covering them now. 
· It is expensive
With the large variety of materials available for the children it is hard for the Montessori schools to keep tuition fees low. It is argued that this educational system should be available for all children in the UK but this is difficult as it is key for the students to have these materials and access to the environment while not having too many students for the teacher to observe. 

· Loose curriculum 
The curriculum has a ‘free spirit’ approach as it is built on the idea of following the child and has a less structured curriculum than the average classroom. The Montessori education places the emphasis on the teacher making sure the children is on progress and this can work well often but can also allow some subjects to be dismissed. Some Subjects will be overlooked due to difficultness and the children will tend to want to enjoy the lessons and focus on these.

· Freedom can be intimidating
The freer structure of the classroom in the Montessori Schools can be intimidating for the Children who like routine in their life at home and in education. Montessori class rooms also are built to allow movement for children and this may not be suitable for all children as some find desks in particular order more suitable.
 

· Negatives of independency
Independency is a key element for the Montessori education as it allows children to self-guide their own education. This however is not always positive, as it may not prepare children for work life as these institutions tend to be structured and work in large teams. Maria Montessori also commented on this issue, she claimed
“Montessori school teaches you to think on your own terms, and the workforce is a more team-oriented environment,” 


Rudolf Steiner (1861- 1925) –Waldorf School
Rudolf Steiner is the educationalist who has created Waldorf schools, this is a different selective educational system to the Montessori approach. Waldorf education system has been said to be a better education system than Montessori as it allows children to play for longer as subjects are kept from the children in Waldorf schools until a much larger age than Montessori.
Montessori believed that children preferred real work and loose interest in make believe after the ages of 6. Montessori never made her academic lessons required or forced but offered it to the children and they tended to enjoy them and attend freely. 
Both method use the real world for children to learn and experience as it allows children to use materials freely and naturally. Waldorf education keeps groups of children with same age together while they learn develop with a teacher guiding them, Montessori education does not keep children together with the same age. Rather she separates them with the developmental planes, this can be negative as children are not all at the same stage of development.


Conclusion
Overall this poster provides information on this selective system. Demonstrating the key elements and why it is so popular in the 21st century as it also children freedom and dignity to their own way of learning. Is there any questions?
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