Assignment two 
                              The place names within Monmouthshire
For this assignment I have chosen to examine the county of Monmouthshire, Wales by looking at the place names of several areas within the location and examine the history, language and features of the areas that are behind the place names.
With regard to the naming of locations around the country of Wales these are thought to be pivotal as they often illustrate the circumstances around the country when the location was titled.[footnoteRef:2] Titles of locations in Wales including its cities, villages and towns have evolved over a time frame of approximately two million years.[footnoteRef:3]Many titles in regard to the names of places are thought to be native to Wales however it is thought that many names of places in Wales also contain elements of other languages such as French Latin and English that have progressed and emerged into the modern day speech of Welsh.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Neil Prior, ‘Welsh place names hold key to the past’, in, BBC News Wales<https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-11800957#:~:text=A%20group%20of%20geographical%20and%20historical%20experts%20from,influences%20from%20Latin%2C%20German%2C%20French%20and%20Scandinavian%20languages., [Accessed 17/05/24].]  [3:  ‘Start Referring to Welsh Cities and Towns by their Welsh Names’, Petitions Committee,(15/11/21),Senedd Cymru,< <https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s119385/Research%20Brief.pdf>, [Accessed 11/06/24].]  [4:  ‘Start Referring to Welsh Cities and Towns by their Welsh Names’, Petitions Committee,(15/11/21),Senedd Cymru,< <https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s119385/Research%20Brief.pdf>, [Accessed 11/06/24].] 

Early name origins in much of Wales are thought to have included themes such as the characterisations of nature, the landscape ,such as their mountains and rivers which often defined an areas borders and also the settlements of the inhabitants that lived there during the periods.[footnoteRef:5]The early history of the location comes to us in modern day from the titles of place names in the country  which is thought later on during medieval times were usually given in consideration to the residences of the inhabitants and these places included farmlands and houses.[footnoteRef:6]The beliefs in regard to religion during this period is also thought to have also influenced the title s in the areas at this time.[footnoteRef:7] [5: Terence Parsons, ‘The Place-Names of the Ogmore Valley and Surrounding District’, in, The Ogmore Valley Local Heritage and History Society,(2021),<https://ovlhs.co.uk/the-place-names-of-the-ogmore-valley-and-surrounding-district/>,[Accessed 07/05/24].]  [6:  Terence Parsons, ‘The Place-Names of the Ogmore Valley and Surrounding District’, in, The Ogmore Valley Local Heritage and History Society,(2021),https://ovlhs.co.uk/the-place-names-of-the-ogmore-valley-and-surrounding-district/>,[Accessed 07/05/24].]  [7:  Nancy Edwards, Life in Early Medieval Wales, 1st edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023) <https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198733218.001.0001>, [Accessed 10/07/24].] 

Within Wales sits the South Eastern county of Monmouthshire, a county which is proximate to the Wye Valley.[footnoteRef:8] Today the area is known for its for its affluent past and also its pleasant landscape.[footnoteRef:9] The county of Monmouthshire adjoins the Severn River, the country of England, and also the areas of Powys,Torfaen,and Gwent.[footnoteRef:10] The name of the town of Monmouth is thought to have been coined with regard to the river Monnow which empties into the Wye river, and the origin of the Welsh name structure of Trefynwy is thought to translate as ‘homestead on the Mynwy’.[footnoteRef:11] Monmouth has a long and detailed past. including occupation, Via the Normans and Romans and an early Christian and medieval history, some of which can be evidenced within the location via its place names[footnoteRef:12] [8:  <https://www.visitmonmouthshire.com/explore/monmouth>,]  [9: ‘Insider’s Guide to Monmouthshire’,< https://www.visitwales.com/destinations/south-wales/wye-valley-and-vale-usk/food-capital-wales>, [Accessed 26/07/24].]  [10:  ‘Monmouthshire ’, (14/09/23),The  Editors, Encyclopaedia Britannica <https://www.britannica.com/place/Monmouthshire>,[Accessed 01/06/24].]  [11:  ‘Monmouth ‘in Online Etymology Dictionary,(15/02/19),<https://www.etymonline.com/search?page=5&q=c&type=>,]  [12:  Louise Wyatt ‘Secret Chepstow, (Gloustershire:Amberley Publishing,2018),p.] 

During the time of the Roman conquest in the UK,it is thought that Monmouth was home to blestium,a Roman fortress.[footnoteRef:13]The location was thought to have been selected due to its vital position in regard to conquest  in relation to the Mid Wales mountains and also the convenience of the levels situated at Gwent. were thought to have been initially retrieved via Roman hands in order to manage the degree of water annually. [footnoteRef:14] The nearby location of Caerwent is also positioned within Monmouth, and acted as a main township for the Celtic tribe of the Silures of South East Wales at the time of the Romans in the location.[footnoteRef:15]The title Silures itself may  have its roots within Latin speech coined because of the steep areas that they preferred to reside at the time.[footnoteRef:16] Llanmelin, an iron age settlement in regard to its position of elevation and is also connected with the tribe of the Silures.[footnoteRef:17]The title Llanmelin is of Welsh origin and interpretation of its meaning varies.[footnoteRef:18]The title of Venta Silures denoting the roman built town is said to be of Latin origin and signifies ‘Market of the Silures’.[footnoteRef:19]Latin was often by the Romans in giving their native speech to a variety of civitas of the UK during their occupation.[footnoteRef:20] [13:  W.Oakeley-Bagnal,’Monmouth’,Archeologia Cambrensis,Vol.3,Issue.9,(1886),pp.12-27,p.12,proquqest,< <https://www.proquest.com/docview/6703397?parentSessionId=ZRMpzHHe7AfgVQEi4YFNlbfxu6zFq1ALYxJPGQYxQbY%3D&pq-origsite=primo&accountid=130472&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals&imgSeq=1>, [Accessed 12/06/24].]  [14:  ‘Monmouth Roman Fort’, in RCAHMW, (November 2010),Coflein,<https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/409995/, [Accessed 12/06/24].]  [15:  ‘Caerwent Roman Town’, in Visit Monmouthshire,(2024),< https://www.visitmonmouthshire.com/things-to-do/caerwent-roman-town-p1504201>, ]  [16:  ‘Llanmelin Wood Hillfort’,Cadw,< https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/llanmelin-wood-hillfort>,[Accessed 17/06/24].]  [17:  ‘Llanmelin Wood Hillfort’,Cadw,< https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/llanmelin-wood-hillfort>, [Accessed 17/06/24].]  [18:  ‘Llanmelin Wood Hillfort’,Cadw,< https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/llanmelin-wood-hillfort>,  [Accessed 17/06/24].]  [19:  P. Guest, The Forum Basilica at Caerwent (Venta Silurum):A History of The Roman Silures,Britannia,2022;53;227-267,<doi:10.1017/S0068113X21000489>, Cambridge Core,< https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/britannia/article/forumbasilica-at-caerwent-venta-silurum-a-history-of-the-roman-silures/26FCA11C3EB9A2377ED809DD6F45ADF1>, [Accessed 15/07/24].]  [20:  P. Guest, The Forum Basilica at Caerwent (Venta Silurum):A History of The Roman Silures,Britannia,2022;53;227-267,<doi:10.1017/S0068113X21000489>, Cambridge Core,< https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/britannia/article/forumbasilica-at-caerwent-venta-silurum-a-history-of-the-roman-silures/26FCA11C3EB9A2377ED809DD6F45ADF1>,  [Accessed 15/07/24].] 

The town of Usk, within Monmouthshire has notable connections to the Roman conquest, also in Latin names as  they coined it Burrium, the location chosen to house a Roman legion in AD55.[footnoteRef:21]The river Usk cascades through Abergavenny, Usk and Brecon prior to emptying into the Newport estuary of the Severn.[footnoteRef:22] The title of the river has varied in translation through time, One title is said to have been taken after Isca, the Latin title for the fortress in Caerleon which is proximate to Usk.[footnoteRef:23] The Welsh title for the town is stated to mean ‘abundance of fish’.[footnoteRef:24]Usk town which sits on the river in its Welsh origin is today is also known as Brynbuga.[footnoteRef:25] [21: ‘Roman fortress discovered underneath town centre’, (10/05/07),in Amgueddfa Cymru,<https://museum.wales/articles/1319/Roman-fortress-discovered-underneath-town-centre/#:~:text=Excavations%20in%20the%20town%20of%20Usk%2C%20South%20Wales,-%20identifying%20it%20as%20the%20site%20of%20Burrium.>, [Accessed 11/07/24].]  [22:  ‘Usk Management Catchment Summary’, Natural Resources Wales,< https://naturalresources.wales/media/3214/usk-management-catchment.pdf>, [Accessed 20/07/24].]  [23:  Isca Names ‘in British History’<http://www.romanplaces.eu/home/chapter-3>,]  [24:  ‘Usk’, in Oxford Reference,< https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/display/10.1093/acref/9780199609086.001.0001/acref-9780199609086-e-13464?rskey=00T0CR&result=13637>, [Accessed 22/06/24].]  [25:  ‘The History of Usk,’ Glen- Yr -Afon House,<https://www.glen-yr-afon.co.uk>, [Accessed 12/06/24].] 

The modern market town of Abergavenny  also within Monmouthshire evidences occupation of the Roman via  Gobannio[footnoteRef:26]The title has its linking Gafenni and this is in origin a British term, which links to the welsh tongue in blacksmith and river mouth.[footnoteRef:27] Y Fenni is the current welsh title for the town.[footnoteRef:28]The Latin speech that came with the Roman conquest in Wales is thought to have left little trace in regard to the place names of Monmouthshire other than titles of civitas and the names of forts, it is thought that the names of places retained their Celtic tongue during the occupation.[footnoteRef:29] [26:  Gill Wakley,’Site of Roman Fort,Abergavenny’,in History Points,<,https://historypoints.org/index.php?page=site-of-roman-fort-abergavenny\>, [Accessed 18/07/24]]  [27:  Hywel Wynn Owen, ‘Abergavenny Place Names’, in history Points, https://historypoints.org/index.php?page=site-of-roman-fort-abergavenny, [Accessed 18/07/24].]  [28:  ‘Y Fenni Abergavenny,’ in in Visit Mid Wales, <https://www.visitmidwlaes.co.uk, [Accessed 28/07/24].]  [29:  Mills, A, A Dictionary of British Place Names,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2011), online edn, <https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199609086.001.0001/acref-9780199609086.> ,[Accessed 11/06/24].] 

The Norman conquest came to Wales in with it came the languages of English and French. [footnoteRef:30]The English speech  came into the location as a result of speakers of the language that came with the French invaders.[footnoteRef:31]Evidence of the invasion of the Normans is notable from the 11th century via the many castles they constructed  including in Monmouth shire including  at Chepstow cited as  the primary fortification within Wales.[footnoteRef:32]The initialising of new Norman constructed municipalities through Wales were also bestowed titles in their language.[footnoteRef:33]The Norman occupiers often combined their speech with Welsh  Place titles or wholly renewed them in their tongue.[footnoteRef:34]Examples of the Norman speech  amalgamating with Welsh in Monmouthshire can be seen  also via Chepstow, which was initially termed the Cymric Ystraguil, and shortened into Striguil in the Norman occupation.[footnoteRef:35] [30: ‘ The Norman Conquest’, in BBC Wales History,< https://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/society/language_normans.shtml#:~:text=This%20time%20the%20invaders%20brought%20with%20them%20two,the%20new%20powers%3A%20barwn%20%28baron%29%20and%20gwarant%20%28warrant%29.>, [Accessed 19/07/24].]  [31:   ‘The Norman Conquest’, in BBC Wales History,< <https://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/society/language_normans.shtml#:~:text=This%20time%20the%20invaders%20brought%20with%20them%20two,the%20new%20powers%3A%20barwn%20%28baron%29%20and%20gwarant%20%28warrant%29.>, [Accessed 19/07/24]]  [32: ‘Chepstow Castle’,Cadw, < https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/chepstow-castle>, ]  [33:  Laura Wyatt, Secret Chepstow, (Gloustershire:Amberley Publishing,2015),p.]  [34:  Laura Wyatt, Secret Chepstow, (Gloustershire:Amberley Publishing,2015),p.]  [35:  Laura Wyatt, Secret Chepstow, (Gloustershire:Amberley Publishing,2015),p.] 

    Norman occupation also changed the shape of religion within Wales to accommodate their beliefs and constructed monasteries run via monks and also formed parishes to attend to the spirituality of the populations in various locations.[footnoteRef:36]Tintern Abbey, was one such monastery that evidences the Norman religious changes in Monmouthshire in the eleventh century.[footnoteRef:37]LLanthony priory is one other monastery that was of Norman foundation in the county of Monmouthshire.[footnoteRef:38] LLantony is notable in regard to the history in the medieval era. Llanthony is thought to come from the Welsh speech as Llandewi Nant Honddu, which has been said to translate as Saint Davids Church by the Honddu River.[footnoteRef:39]The area is notable as a place that was thought of in relation to where the Celtic Saint, David spent time. [footnoteRef:40]The modern day name of LLantony is thought to derive from its previous Welsh title of Llandewi Nant Hodni as a commemoration to the Welsh Saint.[footnoteRef:41]The later name of Llantony is thought to comes from a former chapel to the site of the Llanthony priory that was said to have been in commemoration to the Saint.[footnoteRef:42] The title of the priory itself is thought to be a shortening  of the previous title of Llandewi Nant Hoddni,or The Church of Saint David in the Hoddni Valley in the Welsh speech.[endnoteRef:2] [36:  ‘Historical Christian Sites in South Wales’,GGAT,(2017), https://www.ggat.org.uk/cadw/historic_christian/pages/normans.html>, [Accessed 20/07/24].]  [37:  David M.Robinson,Tintern Abbey,(Cadw:,2019),p11.]  [38: ‘Llanthony Priory(cadw)’, <https://www.visitwales.com/attraction/historic-site/llanthony-priory-cadw-1443748>,[Accessed 21/07/24].]  [39:  St David’s  Church, Llanthony’,<https://historypoints.org>,[Accessed 14/06/24].]  [40:  St David’s  Church, Llanthony’,<https://historypoints.org>, [Accessed 14/06/24].]  [41:  St David’s  Church, Llanthony’,<https://historypoints.org>,[Accessed 14/06/24].]  [42:  Jeffrey L Thomas ’Llanthony Priory’,(2009),in Castle Wales.com,<https://www.castlewales.com/llantho.html>, [Accessed 27/06/24].]  [2: ‘ Llanthony Priory ‘ In Isle of Albion,(13/02/18),< https://www.isleofalbion.co.uk/sites/83/llanthony_priory.php>, [Accessed 13/07/24].] 


The element of Llan in titles of places are cited within an array of areas within the county of Monmouthshire that have place names that have this at the beginning of their construction.Llanthony is one of the more notable due to the vast priory in the location, however there are many other smaller locations within Monmouthshire  that form the basis of the villages and towns. The meaning  of Llan has altered through the centuries to include a church containing a cemetery,  a church enclosure, a church, and right up to the modern day  which assimilates the village or town that encompasses the church itself.[footnoteRef:43]The names of places are important alongside dedications to saints via churches constructions especially in regard to the history of some of the religious beliefs during the medieval period in Wales[footnoteRef:44]With regard to the naming of places that contain links with religion it is thought  from the seventh century, due to the burial style of the time the highest component was Llan occurring prior to the title of the name of usually a saint that was established in the location.[footnoteRef:45]The place names containing the reference Llan in Wales therefore usually refer back to the many saints that were revered in the location especially in the medieval period.[footnoteRef:46] Many of the names were given in regard to regional Celtic saints and several of these are thought be exclusive to the area that was named after them.[footnoteRef:47]Saint David who was indigenous to the country of Wales was is the most synonymous in regard to the Welsh Saints.[footnoteRef:48]The county of Monmouth has a variety of Llan names to include LLangybi. The village contains a church of 12th century medieval origins that was constructed in  dedication to the Celtic Saint Cybi.[footnoteRef:49]Llangattock ,a village also within Monmouth and thought to have initiated in the 11th century and coined after the Saint Cadoc.[footnoteRef:50] The spelling of ‘Llangattock’ is said to be of English construct of the Welsh spelling of Llangatwg.[footnoteRef:51]Many other villages in regard to Monmouthshire have Llan names including Llanbadoc,Llandogo and Llanfoist.[footnoteRef:52] [43:  Sarah Woodbury,’Llanrhychwyn’,(04/06/20),<)www.sarahwoodbury.com/llanrhychwyn’>,  [Accessed 20/07/24].]  [44:  Nancy Edwards, Life in Early Medieval Wales, 1st edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023) <https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198733218.001.0001>, [Accessed 10/07/24].]  [45:  Nancy Edwards, Life in Early Medieval Wales, 1st edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023) <https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198733218.001.0001>, [Accessed 10/07/24].]  [46:  Thomas Morgan, The Place Names of Wales,(Dalcassian Publishing Company,1921),p.30.]  [47:  Nancy Edwards, Life in Early Medieval Wales, 1st edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023) <https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198733218.001.0001>, [Accessed 10/07/24].]  [48:  Sarah Woodbury,’Llanrhychwyn’,(04/06/20),<)www.sarahwoodbury.com/llanrhychwyn’> , [Accessed 20/07/24].]  [49:  ‘Saint Cybi’s Church,LLangybi,Usk’in History Points,< https://historypoints.org/index.php?page=st-cybis-church-llangybi-usk>, [Accessed 21/07/24].]  [50: ‘History ’Llangattock Community Council< https://www.llangattock-cc.gov.wales/history/#:~:text=%E2%80%98Llangattock%E2%80%99%20is%20the%20anglicised%20version%20of%20the%20Welsh,Church%2C%20which%20dates%20back%20to%20the%2011th%20Century.>, [Accessed 11/07/24].]  [51:  ‘History ’Llangattock Community Council< https://www.llangattock-cc.gov.wales/history/#:~:text=%E2%80%98Llangattock%E2%80%99%20is%20the%20anglicised%20version%20of%20the%20Welsh,Church%2C%20which%20dates%20back%20to%20the%2011th%20Century.>, [Accessed 11/07/24].]  [52: ‘Llan Ffwyst, Monmouthshire’, in, A Vision of Britain Through Time,<https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/3863/names>,[Accessed 21/07/24].] 

Post medieval Monmouthshire is testament to its involvement in industry. The locations of White brook, the Valley of Angidy and  also the location of Abergavenny evidences the county’s involvement in trades such as leather, paper, copper, and wire works from the 16th and 17th centuries. The formation of the more recent towns and villages including Redbrook, and Brockweir arose from such industries in Monmouthshire.[footnoteRef:53] [53:  ‘Brief History of Monmouthshire’, in Visit Monmouthshire,< https://www.visitmonmouthshire.com/information/events-management/history#:~:text=Although%20the%20Wye%20Valley%20has%20been%20a%20hugely,remains%20of%20some%20of%20the%20earliest%20industrial%20activity.>, [Accessed 21/07/24].] 

The county of Monmouthshire’s locality which has the role as a boundary has had the lasting effect of also forming its history.[footnoteRef:54]The county is thought to have possessed very little in the form of establishment prior to the period that the Roman occupied the location and it is thought that until this time the county was made a densely wooded area.[footnoteRef:55] The area still possess a variety of forestry which may hark back to the past such as the area of Coed Y Paen, located in the county. The village also contains another Llan in the form of a reservoir entitled Llandegfedd.[footnoteRef:56]The place names of the county of Monmouth have highlighted that its history, language and the broad tapestry of place names have changed throughout time and that Monmouthshire’s history also spans many centuries from the occupation of the Romans  and Normans right the way through to the years up to the more modern industrial era. With regard to the language within the county the historical narrative of the location also tells of the variety of speech that passed through the area over many centuries that included French, English  that altered some of the names of places in the location via the Normans but also of the Latin that had little bearing on these names .The place names that are evident of saints dedications notably of many Celtic saints also provide a historical narrative of the ecclesiastical beliefs  in the medieval period and to the regard that these saints were held including in the location of Monmouth and also in Wales itself overall over several centuries.[footnoteRef:57]The names of the places of present day Monmouthshire are notable in regard to the speech of Welsh that is prevalent within these names in testimony to the language in regard to it longevity within Wales. [54:  ‘Monmouthshire’, The Editors of EncyclopaediaEncyclopedia Britannica, (14 /09/23),[https://www.britannica.com/place/Monmouthshire.], [Accessed 29/07/24}.]  [55:  ‘Monmouthshire’, The Editors of EncyclopaediaEncyclopedia Britannica, (14 /09/23),<https://www.britannica.com/place/Monmouthshire.>, [Accessed 29/07/24}.]  [56:  ‘Welcome to Coed Y Paen’,(2024)<,https://coedypaen.net,>,[Accessed 24/07/24[.]  [57:  Nancy Edwards, Life in Early Medieval Wales, 1st edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023) <https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198733218.001.0001>, [Accessed 10/07/24].] 
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