Critically analyse the strategies for promoting inclusivity in a given UK curriculum. 
In this essay I will be focusing on the National Curriculum in England, looking into the current issues and ways the strategies are promoting inclusivity within this curriculum and comparing it to others. I will be focusing on why it is beneficial and how we must ensure it is in every school. The National Curriculum Statutory Inclusion Statement (2000) states: "Schools have a responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils.  The National Curriculum is the starting point for planning a school curriculum that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of pupils." (Lancsngfl.ac.uk, 2019)
In order to promote inclusive education throughout schools, the curriculum needs to be able to meet the needs of all students whether they are visually disabled or mentally disabled. According to UNESCO, inclusive education is seen as “a process of addressing and responding to the diversity of needs of all learners through increasing participation in learning, cultures and communities, and reducing exclusion from education and from within education.” (Unesco.org.pk, 2019) To find a balance of inclusivity throughout education is extremely different, to be able to cover all angles it requires to hinder the inclusivity of another student or staff member in some situations. Inclusion and inclusive practice is not only to cater towards children with SEN but all pupils, each curriculum has strategies and practices in place to give guidelines. All pupils deserve to be included as this helps them to reach their full potential in learning environments such as classrooms, playgrounds etc. To ensure children feel safe and secure in a learning environment, teachers and practitioners must assess each individual by engaging with them on a daily basis. This enables them to have knowledge of barriers and they can then find a way to solve these by either removing them completely or finding a way to go around them. This means everyone is treated as an equal and they are in a safe environment where they can express themselves and become their own individual person. Selective materials can help to support students with different disabilities and challenges they may come across, these materials help them to excel in their reading and writing and even to communication. The curriculum is a difficult barrier when it comes to inclusive practice, it is challenging as there is a diverse amount of learners and they have specific requirements that need to be controlled. 
The National Curriculum Statutory Inclusion Statement (2000) states: "Schools have a responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils.  The National Curriculum is the starting point for planning a school curriculum that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of pupils." The Inclusion Statement sets out three principles that are essential to developing a more inclusive curriculum: Setting suitable learning challenges, responding to pupils' diverse learning needs, and overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils. (Lancsngfl.ac.uk, 2019) The equality act 2010 protects characteristics including age, ethnicity, gender, religion/belief, disability, sexual orientation and gender reassignment. Inclusive teaching usually means good teaching, it helps to further promote a positive effect on society as a whole just from education. Although, provision for students has increased over the years it is still extremely inconsistent and understaffed when it comes to children with SEN. (Canvas.ac.uk, 2019) 
In the framework for the national curriculum in England it is said that teachers should set high expectations for all pupils. By setting high expectations it can put some pupils under pressure and make them possibly act out and then not be able to achieve their desired outcome. Whereas, those who work faster and are more able can go above and beyond the work that they are given. Also, teachers have to plan lessons for those who have extremely low attainment levels or those who come from disadvantaged backgrounds, they should assess them appropriately and ensure they are given targets which they can reach. Whilst a wide range of pupils have special educational needs, they also have disabilities. When planning lessons there should be no barriers and the child should be entitled to learning the full national curriculum. The Special Education and Disability Code of Practice includes advice and assessments which can help to support this and offers clear practices to be able to meet their needs. When being taught correctly it is easy to identify the individuals needs and from there the teachers can limit the additional resources that many disabled children may need, as they may not acquire these as their personal aids and the teacher’s recognitions of their needs helps this. All lessons must include some part of the national curriculum’s subjects in some way, if there are any difficulties then these must be accounted for. Language barriers should be recognised, any children whose first language is not English they must be assessed and their age, length of time in this country and any other languages they can speak. The ability of pupils for whom English is an additional language to take part in the national curriculum may be in advance of their communication skills in English. (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2019)
There are three principles of an inclusive curriculum these are; setting suitable learning challenges, understanding diverse learning needs and overcoming barriers for groups and individuals. These are commonly used in schools but less common to be used all together, which then leads to many problems. Problems can arise when the learning objectives are correct but teaching styles are not varied. A teaching assistant may be asked to step in to help support a child, but if the objectives and teaching styles are not changed and the student will not be able to follow the curriculum. It is believed that a child performs better with a teaching assistant helping them, yet this is not always the case as they may not be able to cater to the child’s needs. Whilst an assistant may very helpful it can be difficult for them to teach a child unless, they have time to get to know them or are experienced with their disability or specific learning needs. A child may not want to have extra help even if they do need it so by pushing help on them it will make them act out. (Upsanddowns.net, 2019)
In inclusion, reform of the curriculum and methods of teaching, the nature of interactions between child and teacher and ways in which learners are provided with opportunities to learn together. Parents involvement in knowing how the curriculum works and how they can help their children to progress through is essential. The social and educational environment can impact on the inclusion within a school as it has to be modified and followed to help people to participate fully, in order to excel. Inclusion works in education if placement is planned and prepared, so the appropriate actions and environment is essential. All staff must have knowledge and be aware of all needs and strategies in place. This includes pupil’s level of assessment and attainment of all learning styles. Curriculum modifications are made when they are needed, social arrangements include strategies for non-structured and extra curricula time. There are many resources that that are available, such as technology, accommodation, teachers and ways to learn. Teachers regularly assess and report a student’s learning which can help to progress the child by putting specific actions in place for further learning. Also, this helps to put a child’s parents mind at ease so they are kept up to date and they have an understanding of what their child is achieving. Parents can get involved, they get to have a decision in some things and they are able to communicate with the school if there are any issues in school their child has mentioned to them or if there is any issues outside of school that may impact their learning. (Ccea.org.uk, 2019)
Pupils with disabilities do not always have special educational needs, they learn alongside their peers but may not need any additional resources as they may benefit just with aids they use in their daily lives such as;- hearing aids, wheelchair and equipment needed to aid hearing. Teachers must ensure that when they are planning lessons, they must take into account that these pupils are able to fully participate with their peers and follow the National Curriculum as much as possible. To ensure that children with disabilities work effectively, teachers must plan in accordance to appropriate timing for work to be completed and be up to the standard they are able to work too. Also, they must identify progression of attainment targets that may either hinder a student’s work or they may be excelling at. (Educationengland.org.uk, 2019)

Inclusion is beneficial for students with special needs as they are surrounded with other ‘normal’ children and they can copy their behaviour and actions. They start to learn acceptable behaviours and progress in their work due to their peers, they can be seen as role models. School is not always about academic needs, it is also about social and emotional development this is extremely crucial to ensure that children have the most normal school experience as possible. Tolerance for children with special needs increases when they are included with their peers, isolating them only harms them and the way that people think of them. ‘’Inclusion is good for all students. The strategies teachers use to make the regular education classroom appropriate for students with special needs are helpful for all students. Including students of all backgrounds and abilities increases tolerance and empathy among students.’’ (James Stanfield & Co, 2019)
There are a number of barriers and limitations to inclusive practice, UNESCO points out attitudes as more towards society rather than an individual as people lack diversity and can be prejudice and discriminatory. Language and communication is a huge aspect as those students that have SEN and students whose first language is not English can be extremely difficult to help, many are not educated in SEN and languages. The curriculum is one of the main ones as it can sometimes not be flexible enough to cater to everyone and their individual needs, it is controlled centrally and cannot be changed just for one individual. Disadvantaged children are one of the main groups that are highly impacted negatively as they either are very poor or they come from an area with a high unemployment rate. These children sometimes do not receive the equality and understanding in education and they can then start to act out and not want to further their education. (Ukessays.com,2019)
Diversity of society helps to avoid stereotypes and celebrate diversity, it promotes a broad range of ideas and initiatives to create learning environments that are safe and inclusive for all identities. This environment is where all learners are welcome and respected, their perspectives are valued and appreciated to help students connect with one another. Developing strategies for sharing knowledge and thus enabling creativity, flexibility and learner centred activities. Inclusive curriculum designs reduces the needs to help make changes or individual adjustments to cater for the child. (Classroom.synonym.com, 2019)
Croucher and Romer say about inclusion that it “… does not place groups in opposition to each other. It respects diversity but does not imply a lack of commonality it supports the concept of widening participation, but does not imply an externally imposed value judgment; it values equality of opportunity, but encourages all to feel that this relates to them, and that the issues are not just projected as being relevant to groups more commonly defined as disenfranchised, and translated into universities’ targets for equality. (Croucher and Romer, 2007) Teaching has to be able to help individuals involved, the challenges and opportunities that arise. A range of strategies means enabling equality occurring centrally to inclusive practice and this should include:- differentiation strategies, classroom management, cooperative learning and the use of new technology. Inclusive schooling can identify those students who are having difficulties engaging with not only their peers, but teachers too. There are steps to be taken inside and outside the classroom to help ensure pupils needs are met to promote understanding in such a diverse society. Inclusion pays attention to particular groups within a school, this can be from all different types such as; girls and boys, pupils with SEN, ethnic minority, asylum seekers, gifted pupils and so many more. No child should be overlooked as they all fit into at least one group in a school. Sometimes schools are not able to give the support that some students need so they have to access resources available outside of the educational community or from other agencies. By changing the environment of a school, such as reform of the curriculum, changing up teaching methods and judging how to interact with both child and teacher is essential. (Ccea.org.uk, 2019)
John Dewey who was an American philosopher had an influential role in education as many of his beliefs are still carried out today. His views mainly focused on child centred learning and the hands on learning approach. Dewey’s concept of education states that ‘teachers should not be in the classroom to act as instructors, but to help guide a student and give them the opportunity to discover themselves and enable them to become independent learners and they can the act on their own instruction. Dewey beloved that there should be a balance between freedom and control, giving the child chance to become an individual and be their own social being. (Presi.com,2019)
Overall, inclusion is something that is essential and has specific needs and requirements in a school setting and society as a whole. Without inclusion students do not feel as though they belong and this then makes them act out more and not be able to focus, therefore not progressing in work and hindering them in the future. Teachers focus extremely hard on monitoring children to ensure they are not being excluded, inclusion in schools maintain children’s work and relationships. There are many strategies in place but they are difficult to conduct all together, not all can be done at once as it is difficult due to lack of knowledge and lack of teachers and teaching assistants. It takes time to take into account all abilities and backgrounds of students and because this is ever changing it is difficult to get a grasp on each particular student. Also, John Dewey made an impact on education today and that is why we try to focus more on child centred learning and ensure that each child is the main focus and a teacher is in turn an advocate and can voice the opinion of a child if need be. The focus primarily on inclusion is impossible to complete in a short space of time, children need to be analysed and need to be thoroughly focused on to even start to learn about them as an individual. Today many schools lack teaching assistants and teachers with knowledge on inclusion this means children are not receiving the support that they need to focus on their school work, this in turn impacts on their interactions outside of the classroom and any social interactions they are involved in. 
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