On Your Marks – Common Assessment Criteria

	Category / weighting
	FAIL
0–29%
	MARGINAL FAIL
30–39%
	SATISFACTORY
40–49%
	GOOD
50–59%
	VERY GOOD
60–69%
	EXCELLENT
70–84%
	EXCEPTIONAL
85–100%

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills

30%
	Little or no relevant research. Sources are inappropriate, unsupported or poorly acknowledged.
	Limited research, with weak connections to the work and inconsistent referencing.
	Basic research into relevant artists, designers or ideas, with some connection to practice. Referencing may be inconsistent.
	Relevant research informs practical work. Sources are generally appropriate and acknowledged.
	Well-chosen research supports the development of ideas and demonstrates understanding of artists’ or designers’ approaches. Referencing is generally accurate.
	Purposeful research clearly informs creative decisions and the development of work. Sources are relevant and consistently referenced.
	Insightful and independent research demonstrates a strong understanding of contextual influences and their creative application. Referencing is accurate and consistent.

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

30%
	Little understanding of the key ideas, processes or principles explored.
	Limited understanding of key concepts, with significant gaps or misconceptions.
	Basic understanding of relevant concepts and processes, with some gaps in application.
	Sound understanding of key concepts, demonstrated through appropriate practical decisions.
	Very good understanding of concepts and processes, applied thoughtfully to practical work.
	Strong understanding of concepts, demonstrated through considered and effective creative decisions.
	Sophisticated understanding of concepts and processes, applied with originality, insight and confidence.

	4. Practical Application Skills

40%
	Little evidence of practical skills, experimentation or problem-solving.
	Limited use of materials, tools or processes, with little effective development of ideas.
	Basic practical skills and some experimentation, with emerging problem-solving.
	Appropriate use of materials and processes, with clear evidence of experimentation and development.
	Confident use of varied approaches, with thoughtful experimentation and effective practical decisions.
	Skilled and purposeful experimentation, with sustained development and effective responses to practical challenges.
	Inventive and highly developed practical work, demonstrating independence, originality and sophisticated problem-solving.
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