[image: cid:image005.jpg@01CE9DB3.D8EB2900]


Faculty of Architecture, Computing and Engineering, School of Architecture, Built and Natural Environments

Dissertation Marking Sheet, Built & Natural Portfolio
Programme: 

Name: Jennifer Roper		Marker 1:	LH		   Marker 2:		RJ	

Topic:  Impacts of PVA on water quality

	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(i) Structure

Curious structure throughout. Does not appear to have followed the dissertation layout, with the declaration etc. Some of the material arguably is placed in the wrong chapters and the whole document needed to be proof-read for spelling, Table/Figure labelling and referencing. There is a distinct lack of academic sources throughout, with an over-reliance on grey literature. The narrative in the introduction suggests a slightly different Aim than is expressly stated and overall the Aim and Objectives lack clarity.

	10
	4

	(ii)Literature Review

Although it is acknowledged that there is a paucity of literature on this subject, there was an opportunity to explore in more depth the material available on the ecological impacts of plastics worldwide, or in behavioural terms, how difficult it is to change people’s entrenched behavior, The well know attitudes: behaviour gap. There is a wealth of information that might have been sourced on these areas. Instead the literature is fairly general and linked to the comment on structure, the academic papers highlighted separately should have been integrated into a more structured discussion. The findings of this work should not be discussed in this early chapter and other material (found in the Analysis) should have been introduced here,

	10
	4


	Very basic and not clear what informed the testing method. Why the three different types of samples were selected – rationale and justification was not expressly documented? Calibration is important and yet this wasn’t discussed. Overall the method appears unsubstantiated, although elsewhere there is a mention of a Chinese study. However what isn’t clear is whether that method has been applied here. 

	10
	4

	(iv) Concept Development and Planning

The idea of investigating water quality issues is appropriate and topical and given the lack of published data, there is a need for these types of investigations. However in terms of planning, the work seems very last minute. Better organization ad planning might have allowed for some of the method’s limitations highlighted to be rectified.
	10
	3

	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(v) Analysis and Evaluation of the results/solutions

The biggest challenge here is the validity of the method and whether the tests are following another’s protocol. Assuming that it is (and it is not clearly stated so) the results are basic at best. There are questions to be asked regarding the control sample, the number of samples and what the results say. The student is self-critical and recognizes some of the pitfalls but because of time constraints doesn’t repeat the tests. Some of the analysis linking a lower pH with corrosion of pipes etc is justified generally but they need literature to back them up and this experiment cannot lead to those conclusions as it stands. As mentioned earlier, some of the material should have been laced in the Lit Review.

	30
	12

	(vi) Accuracy of the abstract and conclusions

Abstract: a little too general in scope and needed editing. The aim, objectives and rationale needed to be more clearly conveyed.
Conclusion: Limited and brief. There should never ben new referenced material in the Conclusion and the recommendations do not really reflect the argument to scale-up the testing of the potential effects of PVA


	20
	7

	(vii) Referencing

Very disappointing. Citations are incorrectly referenced and the references list does not follow standard Harvard protocols. Overall there is a preponderance of grey literature rather than academic sources which is disappointing at this Level.

	10
	2
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