ARIF K. – 2305406
Experimental Animation Techniques – ACCA5046
Wrapping static harmonies inside energy and pace 

For this project, I will be working on an animated sequence based on a piece of music and picking from a specific list of concepts. The concept I’ve picked is The Forest Awakens.


Concept – The Forest Awakens
[image: A cat and a house

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: A house and a fence

Description automatically generated]I’ve chosen this concept as I’d like to explore a more abstract version of the four seasons, applied to music. I plan to go for a silhouette type style that still exists in 3D space yet has the illusion of clean 2D silhouettes. I’m inspired by cutout animation in music videos and more. [1] From the official video for the song Our House by Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young.
 [1]


I plan for the animation to follow a ‘leaf’ as it floats through the air followed by the camera, and as the seasons change, it magically transforms too. It starts as a cherry blossom in the spring, before becoming an oak leaf for the summer, then a sycamore leaf for autumn. For the winter, it transforms into a pinecone and falls to the ground, rolling for the rest of the way until it’s spring again.
I’ve picked these specific plants/leaves as I can come up with creative transitions between their shapes as they have very slight similarities that I can exaggerate mid-animation while they transform.
[image: European rabbit — Mammal Society][image: Swallow Bird Facts | Hirundo rustica]Here are some images I used for reference during concept art stages.
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[image: ][image: 21 Oak Leaf Images with Acorns - The Graphics Fairy]
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Here are my concept drawings.
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[image: ]These concepts will be taken into Blender, where I’ll model, texture and animate them in the style I’m planning for – in .svgs and 3D assets.
[image: ][image: ]
Here are the cherry blossom leaf and the oak leaf.
[image: ]
The leaf travels along this adjustable motion path, but is also keyed to spin, twist and glide, rather just travel linearly. Once it reaches the end, the shape changes in a transition for it to transform into the next leaf as the season changes.
The camera follows the leaf, and in the background, there will be the corresponding season’s animal and tree silhouettes.

[image: ]
In the video editing stage, I start to add my scrolling parallax backgrounds, and the audio. The music I’ll be using is part of the instrumental for Clean Bandit’s ‘Rather Be’[4], as the leaf almost dances to the elegant yet upbeat music. I was initially going to use a piece of my own, but while listening to music and working, I noticed this song fit much better.

FINAL VIDEO
Here is the link to my final EAT video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OV0Q68AyPU
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