Assessment 2 – Bibliographical Exercise
For this assignment I have chosen to compile a bibliography of ten editions of the Domesday Book which have either been printed or published, or more recent editions that are accessible online.
The Domesday Book was commissioned by William the Conqueror in England and was the first type of census to be collected in England. It is an important source of information for historians due to the comprehensive detailing of names and assets owned at the time, providing a snapshot in time of England following the Norman invasion. Due to the popularity of the text over the last nine hundred years it has been reproduced many times, especially with the aim of making it more accessible and affordable to scholars over the years.
Due to covid restrictions the searches to find the ten editions of the Domesday book were carried out wholly online using search engines with the term ‘Domesday Book edition’ which revealed an enormous array of sources.
Bibliography
Printed Editions
Domesday Book – Millennium Edition (London: Alecto Millennium Edition, 2000). 

This edition is divided into two volumes containing the full text of the Domesday survey and is a limited edition. The book has more of an antique binding than its publication date would suggest and is made up of facsimile copies. This copy is limited and expensive and is aimed at collectors rather than scholars or the general public. It does include an introduction and an index of people and places making the text somewhat easier to navigate.  


Farley, Abraham and Henry Ellis, The Domesday Book (London, 1783).

This leather-bound edition was printed with marbled effect paper covered boards, decorated with gilt lettering. The main text of the book is printed in Latin, although the introduction is written in modern English. This edition was one of the first to be printed and made the Domesday book accessible however it was clearly aimed at scholars by keeping the original Latin script and was not inexpensive to produce, but would have been an important edition when it was originally published. 


James, Henry, Domesday Book or The Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror (Southampton: Ordnance Survey Office, 1862). 

This nineteenth century edition was made to be as cheap as possible and to make the text available to the masses. It contains the full text and so is of use to scholars but possibly more important at the time also for those who had a general, non-academic interest in the book.


Martin, Geoffrey, ed and Ann Williams, ed, Domesday Book: A Complete Translation (London: Penguin Books, 2003).

This edition of the Domesday book is currently available to buy relatively cheaply from bookstores and loaned out for free in local libraries. It is printed in English and has an introductory chapter on the main body of the text which is helpful when reading the book for the first time. The modern cover of the book may also appeal to the general public as it is not intimidating as a leather-bound gilt-edged book may appear.


Morris, John and Alexander R. Rumble, Domesday Book (Chichester: Phillimore, 1986).

This edition was printed in full Latin with an accompanying translation in English making it accessible to all and a very useful layout which the others do not have. The history of Suffolk was printed and not condensed as it had been in the edition of little Domesday making it a valuable resource for researchers of the Suffolk area in particular.


Rumble, Alexander, ed, Domesday Book 1086 Essex (Chichester: Phillimore, 1983). 

This is a full edition of the survey for the Essex area and although it is comprehensive and printed in English and smaller and more affordable, the appeal of this edition is limited as it only covers one area of England, however it will be of great interest to those studying or interested in this particular area.


Williams, Ann, ed, Domesday Book: a complete translation (London: Penguin, 2002).

As with other Penguin editions around the same time this edition has been translated into English, includes an introduction and is reasonably priced and is accessible to both academics and those who have a non-scholarly interest in medieval history and does not differ greatly from the edition published by Penguin a year later.



Online editions

Powell-Smith Anna, Open Domesday (2011) <http://opendomesday.org> [accessed 17 October 2020]. 

This edition was important as it was the first free copy of Domesday to be made accessible online, for the first-time scholars and the masses were able to access the whole text at no cost. The website is relatively easy to navigate and contains an interactive map of England with filters to aid searches such as fisheries or number of slaves. There are lists of places and people and digital reproductions of the original manuscripts to view.


The Domesday Book Online (2019) <http://domesdaybook.co.uk/> [accessed 17 October 2020]. 

Eight years after the first online edition, this edition allows the text to be accessed by clicking on an interactive map of England, there are guides to understand what information is available and is free and easy to use, even containing a glossary and so is aimed at all audiences and is even more easy to use than the earlier online incarnation.


Thorn, Caroline and Frank Thorn, Domesday Text Translation (2020) <https://hydra.hull.ac.uk/resources/hull:461> [accessed 17 October 2020].

This edition has copies of both Great and Little Domesday and was created for the University of Hull. It has been translated into English but is clearly meant for academic scholars as there is no introduction, no glossary and no helpful information or filters as there are in the other online editions and is less easy to navigate and find information.


The creation of the Domesday book was a huge undertaking but has been such a useful tool for understanding the medieval landscape of England in the 12th century that it has been reproduced in many editions since the advent of commercial printing. The popularity of the internet has meant that this valuable source has been fully translated and made available for free to scholars and non-academics making the Domesday book more accessible than ever in its 900-year history. 

