Chapter 5 – Findings and Conclusion
Introduction
The earlier chapters of this dissertation have led the research project from the introduction to the most current chapter, which provided an analysis of the study’s findings. This chapter will discuss the main findings from the analysis which will be compared to the existing literature as discussed in Chapter 2 and will end with a conclusion on the research topic: Public and Police perceptions of police dogs in the UK.

5.1 – Completion of Objectives
At the beginning of this research project, a set of objectives were identified, and they have been completed as follows:
1. To discuss and critically analyse academic literature on police dogs and the perceptions of police dogs from both the public and police. 

This objective was accomplished following review and analysis of existing literature which was presented in Chapter Two. 


2. To identify the most suitable research method to explore both the public and police perceptions of police dogs.

This objective was completed following a discussion and identification of the most suitable methodological approach to conduct the research study, which was presented in Chapter Three.

3. To analyse the data collected to understand if there are similarities and/or differences between the public and police perceptions of police dogs.

This objective was completed following analysis of the participants’ selected answers and explanations retrieved from the distributed questionnaire, which were presented in Chapter Four.


5.2 – Main Findings 
The purpose of this study was to explore the perceptions of police dogs held by both the public and police, in order to determine whether these perceptions align or differ, and to understand the reasons behind these perceptions. One of the main and perhaps most notable findings of this study was that all respondents agreed with police dogs being used for policing purposes. This finding not only evidences the support held for police dogs, but it also challenges the findings put forward by Sandrin et al (2024), who discovered that most people who supported assistance dogs in the workplace had different opinions when asked about police dogs, and for those who did support police dogs, their support was conditional based on what the dogs were being used for. 
To further add to this, Sandrin et al (2024) found that whilst half of their participants supported the use of police dogs for tasks such as searching for missing persons and drug detection, nearly the same number opposed their use for apprehending suspects. Whilst those findings somewhat align with the current study’s findings, as most participants also supported dogs being used for the aforementioned tasks, it also contrasts with the present findings as all respondents in this study agreed with police dogs being used to track and apprehend suspects. 
Another prominent finding from this study revealed that when participants were asked their opinions on police dog units being disbanded, not only did they all oppose the concept, but many of them described police dogs as assets, with even a few suggesting that there were not enough dog handlers in the force. Moreover, responses from dog handlers also shared similar views, emphasising that the skills and qualities police dogs have, far outweigh those of a human and any technology that is currently out there. 
Lastly, the subject of whether the police force or the dog handler should be responsible for the dog’s expenses upon retirement appeared to generate the greatest divide in opinions out of all the questions asked. While police force was the most picked option, more than a quarter of respondents chose dog handler. Many of those who selected police force argued that it was more likely for the dog to experience medical issues due to being used its whole life and that it was unfair to expect the dog handlers to cover these costs. On the other hand, some respondents held the opinion that once the dog no longer served a purpose to the force, it should not remain a force expense. 
An interesting suggestion that developed from this study and was shared by many respondents, was the idea of a “pension scheme” for the dogs, where the police force would contribute throughout the dogs career which could then be used by the dog handler to alleviate some of the costs upon retirement.
Overall, the findings of this study challenge the conclusions drawn from the existing research presented in Chapter 2, as this research indicates strong support for police dogs, regardless of what aspect of policing they are being utilised for. The idea proposed by Sandrin et al (2024), which suggests that the use of police dogs for apprehending suspects may fuel negative public perceptions, is not supported by the findings of this study. Furthermore, these findings directly contradict the view put forward by The Marshall Project (2021) and Maimann (2021), who criticise police dog units and advocate for their abolition. 

5.3 – Conclusion
This research aimed to identify perceptions of police dogs based on a quantitative and qualitative analysis of viewpoints from members of the public as well as police officers and dog handlers. It can be concluded, based on the research obtained that individuals do support the use of police dogs and surprisingly, all of the subject groups who participated in this study all shared similar viewpoints. I did not achieve as many responses for the study as I would have liked as additional beliefs may have broadened the responses collected. If I were to conduct a similar study again, I would make sure to share the questionnaire across a broader range of social media platforms. 
With that said, this research study has helped to provide more insight into the perspectives that both the public and police have on police dogs and has found different research when compared to previous studies on the same subject area.	 
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