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[image: Faux street in St.Fagans]St. Fagans is a large, partially open Museum located near Cardiff, and is the most popular heritage attraction in Wales (1). It consists of 2 main sections, one being a large gallery filled with precious artefacts, and a re-erected village, containing a few dozen different historical buildings. This mix of both the clinical-feeling and clean gallery, to the hands on buildings and shops provides a wonderful and immersive look into one side of  Welsh History.
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The Village is a wonderful way to get more people interested in history. With more typical museums, history is locked behind see through glass, with the only context given for the object shown through small placards near the exhibit. While it is a safe technique for certain, more fragile artefacts, it also separates the object from its original context, and the visitor from the object. It creates some dissonance that only those very interested in the subject will try to ignore. In St. Fagans, the way things are presented is much more involved for the visitor, and so cuts through the dissonance. The main way it does this is through its village, in which the visitors walk down streets surrounded by era-appropriate shops, some even function as shops, selling food and items themed for the time to the visitors. This gives a sense that the visitor is walking through a different time, and making it easier for the visitor to imagine what it was like. Away from the village are other, older buildings, such as St Teilo’s Church, filled with beautiful paintings of art. 

There are a few potential drawbacks to St Fagans, however. Most of the old buildings that are part of the village are taken from other regions of Wales, taken down and rebuilt brick-by-brick to be put within the museum. This leaves the original sites empty, now devoid of their interesting qualities. While it may last longer in the museum grounds, it brings up questions of how ethical of a practice it is. While it helps that in most cases, if it was picked up and moved from place to place in Wales, it is still quite accessible to the people whom it belonged to previously thanks to the smaller scale of Wales, but it leaves a place empty in its original site. It could have been a source of visitors to the town it was in, or just of local importance to the residents, but now it is taken away and placed with other buildings. St Fagans has ensured to best keep the context behind each of the buildings clear, and it helps that they are placed next to other buildings of historical importance.

 Another, larger drawback is the lack of exhibits for negative things that have happened in Wales. The history St Fagans gives  is sanitised, only giving the good parts of how people lived during the time in the quaint little houses with nice shops, and not the many struggles of Wales throughout the years. When I visited, there were only two exhibits about bad events that happened, Capel Celyn and the Aberfan disaster, and they were only a single cabinet box placed on the wall, without much information attached to them. Wales does have plenty of positive historical facts about it, as is visible with the wealth of information shown in St Fagans, but it is very important to also show the negative side of things so that people can get the full picture of what was happening in Wales at the time. 

They regularly schedule events to happen within the museum, each themed with some aspect that they are aiming for, adding yet another hands-on experience to the visitors. When visiting myself, I found it very easy and enjoyable to go around and visit all of the important sites as they are all easily accessible and well labelled. Each building has a placard near it, describing what it is, how and if it functioned and where it was originally from. This helps people understand what they are looking at and the importance of it, giving them the full context. This massively helps to push visitors in the right direction, and give them the important information flawlessly. Another part that really helps with pushing public intelligence is the fact that St Fagans does not have an entry cost, and is free to visit and walk around. This means that anyone from any background can visit as long as they can get there (which, being near Cardiff helps), and so St Fagans is accessible to anyone who might wish to go. 

Overall, I would say that St Fagans does an okay job at promoting public understanding of the archaeological record. As stated previously, St Fagans seems to have chosen to only cover a sanitised version of Welsh history, and so it ignores some massive and important p=arts of the archeological record itself, however the parts that it does chose to include it does a good and thorough job of explaining the archaeological record and making the public interact with it. It is a shame it doesn't cover some important parts but it somewhat makes up for it with the displays and the method of showing the other parts of the record, and as a historical student I enjoyed my visit there nad tho-ught it was easy to learn new information from it. 
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