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God and the World: The Cosmos in Religious and Ethical Perspective


Module Handbook

Module Code: HPHP5904/6904

Module Coordinator: Dr Beatrise Bandeniece

Contact Information: b.bandeniece@uwtsd.ac.uk
 
Term: Semester 3, 2023 

Seminars:  Thursdays, 2:00-3:00 p.m. (Teams)
Office Hours: Thursdays 3:00-4:00 p.m. (Teams)*

*Students must email in advance to schedule a Microsoft Teams meeting.
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AIM(S)
•	To survey mythical, doctrinal and ethical aspects of religious cosmology from ancient to early modern thought. 
•	To examine and assess perspectives of religious cosmology according to ancient myth and philosophy, as well as patristic, medieval and early modern sources. 
•	To introduce students to concepts pertaining to the origin and nature of the universe, and to outlooks on the relation between the universe, humanity and God or the divine.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
•	Identify key traditions and perspectives of religious cosmology.  
•	Define and summarise significant themes and concepts pertaining to religious cosmology.  
•	Assess similarities and contrasts between various texts, genres and traditions of cosmological writings. 


INDICATIVE CONTENT
•	Conceptions of the origin and nature of the universe with reference to its relation to God or the divine as considered from mythical, theological and philosophical perspectives.  
•	Key concepts and arguments pertaining to the origin and structure of the universe in key writings of ancient myth, ancient Greek and Hellenistic philosophy, and patristic, medieval, and early modern theology and philosophy. 
•	Key concepts pertaining to the nature of the human person, and to the relation between humanity and God or the divine from theological and ethical perspectives.
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There are two assessments for this module: an essay and presentation.


Assessment 1 — Essay (50% of Module Grade).


Due:  7 July 2023, 11:59 p.m.  

The essay should be submitted as a Word or PDF document on Moodle in the "Assessment" > "Assessment 1" section.

Students will submit a 2,500-word essay (or 3,500 words for Level 6) discussing the significance of a creation accounts from one tradition (ancient Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek or other).  

Essay question:  What is the significance of creation accounts (Genesis; ancient Greek, Egyptian, Babylonian or other), whether from a historical, literary, religious, or cosmological perspective?   


Potential essay topics (among others) include:
· The significance of the divine for the origin of the universe in creation accounts
· The relationship between the divine and humans in creation accounts
· The nature, structure and processes of the created universe in creation accounts
· The significance of creation accounts for society, culture, religious tradition or philosophical thought
· How creation accounts can shape an understanding of the human good or of environmental ethics



Assessment 2 —Presentation (50% of Module Grade)


Presentation:  24 August 2023, 2:00 p.m. (during the seminar)
Presentation slides (PDF) due:  24 August 2023, 11:59 p.m. 

Each student will present a live presentation (10-15 min) to the class on Teams on a cosmological concept, text, theologian/philosopher or tradition viewed in the seminars (with the exception of creation myths).  

The student should introduce the topic and its context, explain the key concept(s)/arguments related to the topic, and consider its significance for religious cosmology, potentially showing its reception or development in later thought.


Instructions:
· Students will select a topic of their choosing for the presentation, which must be approved by the module coordinator.  Presentation topics for each student will be discussed and confirmed individually with the module coordinator closer to the time of the presentation. 
· Each student will present a presentation (10-15 min) to the class on Teams using PowerPoint slides (the presentation will be recorded).  This should include 8-12 PowerPoint slides, excluding introductory and bibliographic slides.
· Students will submit their PowerPoint slides as a PDF file to Moodle (in the "Assessment"> "Assessment 2" section) by 24 August 2023, 11:59 p.m.


Late submission of assessments will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates. 
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III. Module Outline:  Lectures and Seminars

All lectures for this module will be accessible online as recordings in Moodle.   Seminars will be held online (Teams) on Thursdays, 2:00-3:00 p.m.   The Teams seminar link can be found on Moodle.  

Lectures
	Lecture 1
	The Birth of the Cosmos in Ancient Greek Myth

	Lecture 2
	Ex nihilo

	Lecture 3  
	History and Providential Order

	Lecture 4
	Classical Islamic Sufi Cosmology: Divine Creative Architecture of the World

	Lecture 5
	Creation as Sign:  Augustinian and Medieval Victorine Theology

	Lecture 6
	Medieval Theological Anthropology:  Dualism and the Body-Soul Relation

	Lecture 7
	The imago Dei in Patristic Theology

	Lecture 8
	Natural Law

	Lecture 9  
	Early Modern Cosmology




Seminar topics and texts*
* Indicates which texts will be discussed in the seminar – please attend the seminar having read the assigned text, and be ready to discuss these.  All texts will be accessible online via the Online Resource List on Moodle, with further notes regarding the assigned selection of the text.

	Seminar 1
	Ancient creation myths:  
· Hesiod's Theogony (trans. B. Powell, 2017): pp. 31-49; 54-68; 80-96.
· Enuma elish – "The Creation Epic," in The Ancient Near East (eds. D. Fleming, J. Pritchard, 2011), Ch. 2:  pp. 28-33; 36-39.

	Seminar 2
	Creation from nothing:  Augustine's Confessions, Book XII (esp. §§ 1-9; 12; 16; 20-21; 24; 30; 38-41 (trans. Carolyn J.-B. Hammond, Loeb edition, 2016), pp. 261-335.

	Seminar 3  
	Creation and the divine Craftsman in Plato's Timaeus (trans. Robert G. Bury, Loeb edition, 1929) (selection TBC)

	Seminar 4
	Lucretius' materialist universe: On the Nature of Things, Book 1
(trans. W. H. D. Rouse, Loeb edition, 2014), pp. 3-92.

	Seminar 5
	Creation as sign: 
· Augustine's Confessions, Book X (selection): §§ 1-2; 7-15; 18-57; 65-70 (trans. Carolyn J.-B. Hammond, Loeb edition).
· Plato's Timaeus, 47 A-E (trans. Robert G. Bury, Loeb edition), pp. 107-109.

	Seminar 6
	On the body-soul relation:  
· Plato, Phaedo (selection): 65A-67D (pp. 227-233); 78B- 84B (trans. Harold N. Fowler, Loeb edition, 1914), pp. 273-293.
· Gregory of Nyssa, On the Making of Man (selection): §§ 4; 7-8; 15; 27-29.

	Seminar 7
	The image of God:  
· Augustine, On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis: An Unfinished Book; trans. Roland J. Teske (1991), Chapter 16: pp. 182-184 
· Augustine, The Trinity, Book X; Book XIV (selections TBC)

	Seminar 8
	Natural Law:  Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Prima Secundae, q. 91, articles 1-3; q. 94, articles 2-3

	Seminar 9  
	Early modern cosmology:  TBC
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IV. Course Schedule
5 June-25 August, 2023
	Date
	Lecture/Seminar topic/Assessments
	Location/ Lecturer

	5 June
	Lecture 1: The Birth of the Cosmos in Ancient Greek Myth
	Moodle/ 
Eleni Bourmpouli

	 8 June
	Seminar 1:  Ancient creation myths:  Hesiod's Theogony; Mesopotamian Enuma elish 
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	12 June
	Lecture 2:  Ex Nihilo
	Moodle/
Dr Timothy Baylor

	15 June
	Seminar 2:  Creation from nothing:  Augustine's Confessions, Book XII
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	19 June
	Lecture 3:  History and Providential Order
	Moodle/
Dr Timothy Baylor  

	22 June
	Seminar 3:  Creation and the divine Craftsman in Plato's Timaeus
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	26 June
	Lecture 4:   Classical Islamic Sufi Cosmology:  Divine Creative Architecture of the World.
	Moodle/
Dr Husam Al-Mallak

	29 June
	Seminar 4:  Lucretius' materialist universe: On the Nature of Things, Book 1
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	Due 7 July (Friday), 11:59 p.m.
	Assessment 1:  Essay – Creation accounts. (50% of grade)
	Submit essay on Moodle (Word or PDF).

	10 July
	Lecture 5:  Creation as Sign in Augustinian and Medieval Victorine Thought

	Moodle/
Dr Beatrise Bandeniece

	13 July
	Seminar 5:  Creation as sign:  
Augustine's Confessions, Book X (selection) and Plato's Timaeus (selection)
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	17 July
	Lecture 6:  Medieval Theology Anthropology:  Dualism, and the Body-Soul Relation 
	Moodle/
Dr Beatrise Bandeniece

	20 July
	
Seminar 6:  The soul and the body:  Plato's Phaedo (selection); Gregory of Nyssa, The Making of Man  (selection)
	
Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	24 July
	Lecture 7:  The imago Dei in patristic thought
	Moodle/ 
Dr Oliver Langworthy

	27 July
	Seminar 7:  The image of God:  Augustine, The Trinity (selection); Augustine, On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis: An Unfinished Book --Chapter 16 (pp. 182-184)
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	31 July
	Lecture 8:   Natural Law  

	Moodle/Ian Cranston

	3 August
	Seminar 8:  Natural Law:  Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Prima Secundae, q. 91: 1-3; q. 94:2-3
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	14 August
	Lecture 9:  Early Modern cosmology
	Moodle/
Dr Jared Michelson

	17 August
	Seminar 10:  Early Modern cosmology (TBC)
	Teams, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

	24 August

	Assessment 2:  Presentation – analysis of any cosmological concept, text, theologian/philosopher or tradition or viewed in seminar readings.  (50% of grade)
	Teams:  online presentation 
(2:00 p.m.)

Submit presentation slides (PDF) on Moodle.

	25 August
	End of module
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V. Select Annotated Bibliography


I. Reference works, anthologies, companions



A Dictionary of World Mythology. Ed. Cotterell, Arthur.  New ed., rev. and 	expanded.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986.

Encyclopedia of Religion.  Ed. Lindsay Jones.  Second edition.  Detroit, 	Michigan: Macmillan Reference USA, 2005.


Encyclopedia of Science and Religion.  Eds. J. Wentzel, Van Huyssteen and Nancy 	R. Howell.  New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2003.


Blackburn, Simon.  The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy, 3rd edition.  Oxford: 	Oxford University Press, 2016.

Fleming, Daniel E., and James B. Pritchard, The Ancient Near East: An 	Anthology of 	Texts and Pictures.  Eds. Daniel E. Fleming and James B. 	Pritchard.  Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2011.
	–– Translations of Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Assyrian, Babylonian creation 	myths, hymns and historical texts.


Hornblower, Simon, Antony Spawforth, and Esther Eidinow.  The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization.  Oxford University Press, 2014. 	https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/978019870677	9.001.0001/acref-9780198706779.


Leeming, David Adams, and Margaret Adams Leeming.  A Dictionary of 	Creation Myths.   New York: Oxford University Press, 1995; published 	online 2009.


II. Primary sources - Translations



The Babylonian Epic of Creation.  Trans. S. Langdon.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 	1923.
	–– Book 1 (Apsu, Tiamat); Book 4 (Marduk).

Augustine.  Confessions Books 9-13.  Trans. Carolyn J.-B. 	Hammond.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 	2016.

Augustine.  On Genesis: Two Books on Genesis Against the Manichees ; On the 	Literal Interpretation of Genesis, an Unfinished Book.  Trans. Roland J. 	Teske.  Washington, D.C: Catholic University of America Press, 2001.


Augustine. “Letter 166: To Jerome (On the Origin of the Human Soul).”  In Letters, 	Volume 4 (165–203).  Trans. Sr. Wilfrid Parsons.  The Fathers of the Church, 	Volume 30, pp. 6–31.  Catholic University of America Press, 1955.

Augustine.  The Trinity.  Trans. Stephen McKenna.  Washington, D.C: Catholic 	University of America Press, 2002.
 
Gregory of Nyssa.  On the Making of Man.  In Gregory of Nyssa:  Dogmatic Treatises.  	Trans. William Moore and Henry Austin Wilson.  A Select Library of the 	Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Vol. V. Eds. Philip 	Schaff and Henry Wace.  T&T Clark:  Edinburgh; Grand Rapids, 	Michigan:  Eerdmans, 1892.

Gregory of Nyssa. On the Soul and the Resurrection.  Trans. Virginia Woods 	Callahan.  In Ascetical Works (The Fathers of the Church, Volume 58), 195-	272.  Catholic University of America Press, 1967.

Hesiod.  The Poems of Hesiod: Theogony, Works and Days, and The Shield of Herakles.   	First ed.  Trans. Bary B. Powell.  University of California Press, 2017.

Lucretius.  On the Nature of Things.  Trans. W. H. D. Rouse.  New edition; 	revised by Martin F.  Smith. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 	Press, 1924.


Plato.  Euthyphro Apology ; Crito ; Phaedo ; Phaedrus.  Trans. Harold North 	Fowler.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1914. 


Plato.  Timaeus; Critias ; Cleitophon ; Menexenus ; Epistles. Trans. Robert 	Gregg Bury.   Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1929.

Thomas Aquinas.  On Creation (Quaestiones Disputatae de Potentia Dei, Q. 3).   		Trans., Introduction and Notes by S. C. Selner Wright.  Washington, D.C.: 	Catholic University of America Press, 2011.

Thomas Aquinas.  The Treatise on Law.  In Summa Theologiae, I-II; Qq. 90-97, 	148-166.  Ed. R. J. Henle.  Maryland: University of Notre Dame Press, 	1993.

Thomas Aquinas.  Summa Contra Gentiles, 2: Book Two: Creation.  Trans.,	Introduction and notes by James F. Anderson.    University of  Notre Dame 	Press, 1956.



III. Secondary Literature


III.1. Works on Mythology 

	
	Dowden, Ken, and Niall Livingstone, eds.  A Companion to Greek Mythology.  	Chichester, England: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011.

	Dowden, Ken.  The Uses of Greek Mythology.  London: Routledge, 1992.

	Knowlton Timothy W.  Maya Creation Myths Words and Worlds of the Chilam 	Balam.  Boulder, CO: University Press of Colorado, 2010.

	Lindow, John.  Old Norse Mythology.   New York, NY: Oxford University 	Press, 2021.
 
	Meisner, Dwayne A.  "The Hieronyman Theogony."  Orphic Traditions and the 	Birth of the Gods.  New York, 2018; online edn., Oxford Academic, 24 	Jan. 2019.

	Menzies, James W.  “Myth, An Attempt to Define the Indefinable.”  In True 	Myth: C.S. Lewis and Joseph Campbell on the Veracity of Christianity, 22-41.  1st 	edition.   Cambridge: Lutterworth Press, 2014.

	Nagy, Gregory.  Greek Mythology and Poetics.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 	Press, 2018.
		–– Essays on myth and ritual in ancient Greek society (8th-5th c. B.C.): on the poetics 	of Homer and Hesiod; the Hellenization of Indo-European myths, rituals, and 	culture. 

	Pinch, Geraldine.  Egyptian Mythology:  A Guide to the Gods, Goddesses, and 	Traditions of Ancient Egypt.  Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2004.




III.2. Works on Pre-Socratic, Ancient Classical and Hellenistic Philosophy


Caston, Victor, ed. Oxford Studies in Ancient Philosophy. Volume L, Summer 2016.  First edition.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016.
 –– Chapters on cosmology and Plato's Timaeus

Cooper, John M.  Knowledge, Nature, and the Good Essays on Ancient Philosophy.  Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press, 2004.
––  Includes interpretations of ancient Stoic cosmology. 


Curd, Patricia, and Daniel W. Graham.  The Oxford Handbook of Presocratic Philosophy.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.
 –– Chapters on Presocratic conceptions of space, matter, cosmology, divinity, and atomism.

Freeman, Philip.  How to Think About God : An Ancient Guide for Believers and Nonbelievers.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2019.
 –– On ancient Stoic views on the universe (materialist view, although the gods and the supreme God are essential to it), and on Cicero's On the Nature of the Gods, influential for Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and Thomas Jefferson.



Greenstine, Abraham Jacob, and Ryan J. Johnson, eds.  Contemporary Encounters with Ancient Metaphysics.  Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017.
 –– Essays on ancient and contemporary cosmology, considering the divine and the world, the material and immaterial, Lucretius' causality, Aristotle on the being of things.

Leslie, John.  Infinite Minds: A Philosophical Cosmology.  Oxford: Clarendon, 2003.
	–– A philosophical consideration of creation rooted in the Platonic creation story; on the ethical necessity of the universe, which exists in the divine mind; on the human mind, "infinite thinking," and divine existence.


Scully, Stephen.  Hesiod’s Theogony : From Near Eastern Creation Myths to 'Paradise Lost.'  New York: Oxford University Press, 2015.
– A reading of Hesiod's Theogony as a city-state creation myth in light of Near Eastern creation accounts (Enuma Elish, Genesis).  A study of its reception in ancient Greek and Roman texts, and in Milton's Paradise Lost.


Seaford, Richard. Cosmology and the Polis: the Social Construction of Space and Time in the Tragedies of Aeschylus.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012.
 –– A study of the Greek polis in Greek texts through the lens of "chronotope" (a "phenomenon whereby the spatial and temporal frameworks [...] in a text have the same structure"), including the "traditional chronotope" in the aetiological myth of collective ritual.


Sedley, D. N. Creationism and Its Critics in Antiquity.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007.
–– On the debate of the cause of the world in Presocratic and Stoic thought (divine providence or physical laws).  On versions of creationism in classical antiquity (Plato, Aristotle), and the atomists' view of the creation of the world.


Vlastos, Gregory, and Daniel W. Graham.  Studies in Greek Philosophy. Volume I: The Presocratics.  Ed. Daniel W. Graham.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996.
	–– A thematic survey of theology and philsophical questions in Presocratic thought: on equality and justice in early Greek cosmologies (Ch. 3); Heraclitus (Ch. 6); Parmenides' theory of knowledge, including knowledge of Being (Ch. 7); 	Zenoian argument against plurality (Ch. 12); Anaxagoras' physical theory (Ch. 15).

Vlastos, Gregory, and Daniel W. Graham.  Studies in Greek Philosophy. Volume II: Socrates, Plato, and Their Tradition.  Ed. Daniel W. Graham.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995.
	–– Includes essays on Plato's Timaeus (see Chs. 15-16).




III.3. Works on early Christian and patristic theology



Blowers. Paul M. Drama of the Divine Economy Creator and Creation in Early Christian Theology and Piety.  First edition.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.

–– A study on early Christian theology of creation and the legacy of Greco-Roman and Jewish cosmologies.  On Christian interpretations of Genesis 1 and other texts (including the interpretation of the six-day creation account); on creatio ex nihilo, "the beginning," simultaneous creation, and Christ as Creator.


Boersma, Gerald.  Augustine’s Early Theology of Image : a Study in the Development of Pro-Nicene Theology.  New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2016.


Drever, Matthew.  Image, Identity, and the Forming of the Augustinian Soul.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2013.

Drever, Matthew.  "Redeeming Creation: Creatio Ex Nihilo and the Imago Dei in Augustine."  International Journal of Systematic Theology 15:2 (2013): 135-153.

Lyman, J. Rebecca.  Christology and Cosmology : Models of Divine Activity in Origen, Eusebius, and Athanasius.  Oxford: Clarendon, 1993.
 –– A study of the distinct christologies and cosmologies in patristic theology (Origen, Eusebius, Athanasius), and their relation to Greek thought, thematically focused on Christ, the world and redemption.

Ortiz, Jared.  ‘You Made Us for Yourself’: Creation in St. Augustine’s 'Confessions.' Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016.





III.4.  Works on Medieval Theology


Carroll, William E.  ‘Creation and Science in the Middle Ages.’   New Blackfriars 88.1018 (2007): 678–89.

Bonin. Thérèse.  Creation as Emanation : The Origin of Diversity in Albert the Great’s On the Causes and the Procession of the Universe.  Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 2001.

Kerr, Gaven.  Aquinas and the Metaphysics of Creation.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Kretzmann, Norman.  The Metaphysics of Creation Aquinas’s Natural Theology in Summa Contra Gentiles II.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999.

Schumacher, Lydia.  The Legacy of Early Franciscan Thought. De Gruyter, 2021.




III.5. Works on Early Modern/Modern Thought


Brague, Rémi.  The Kingdom of Man : Genesis and Failure of the Modern Project.  
	Trans. Paul Seaton.   Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 2018.
–– The third work of Rémi Brague's trilogy on God, the world and humanity in modern thought (following two previous works on the world and humanity in biblical, ancient Greek and medieval thought).   On humanism and the "modern project," including "the project of autonomy," "creation of oneself," self-destruction, "the legitmacy of the human," and the "paradox of the good."


Crisp, Oliver D.  Jonathan Edwards on God and Creation.  Oxford University Press, 2012.
 
Greenham, Paul.   ‘Clarifying Divine Discourse in Early Modern Science: Divinity, Physico-Theology, and Divine Metaphysics in Isaac Newton’s Chymistry.’  The Seventeenth Century, 32.2 (2017): 191–215.

Greyerz, Kaspar von.   European Physico-Theology (1650-c.1760) in Context : Celebrating Nature and Creation.  Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, 2022.
	–– A study on the influence of physico-theology (nature as a path to recognizing God as Creator) in Europe from the mid-17th century. 

Henning, Brian G.  The Ethics of Creativity, Beauty, Morality, and Nature in a Processive Cosmos.  Princeton, N.J: Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, 2006.


Nadler, Steven M., Tad M. Schmaltz, and Delphine Kolesnik-Antoine.  The Oxford Handbook of Descartes and Cartesianism.  First edition.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Schmaltz, Tad M.  Descartes on Causation.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.
 



III.6. Works on themes about cosmology and creation


Corey, Judith L., Light from Light: Cosmology and the Theology of the Logos.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2016.
	 –– A historical survey of the relation between cosmology and theology from ancient to contemporary thought.  On Christian cosmologies of divine light and the logos; medieval and early modern thought; mechanistic science and contemporary science.  On dualism from Aristotle to modern mechanistic conceptions of a matter-spirit dichotomy. 


Edwards, Denis.  How God Acts: Creation, Redemption, and Special Divine Action.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010.
	–– A study on divine action in context of Christian theology, positing a noninterveintionist model of divine action in the universe (viewing natural processes, evolution, God's self-bestowal in creation, special divine acts).  


Hendel, Ronald.  The Book of Genesis : A Biography.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2012.

Macauley, David.  Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Elemental Ideas.  SUNY Press, 2010.
	––A study on the concept of the elements (earth, air, fire and water) in ancient Greek thought and contemporary continental philosophy, and the ecological implications of these terms. 


Meconi, David Vincent, ed.  On Earth as It Is in Heave : Cultivating a Contemporary Theology of Creation.  1st ed.  Saint Paul, MN: Saint Paul Seminary Press, 2021.
	–– A collection of essays on environmental concerns viewed through the lens of Catholic theology. 

Oliver, Simon.  Creation: A Guide for the Perplexed.  London: Bloomsbury, 2017.
	–– A study on the concept of creation in Greek philosophy and the Old Testament, and theological, philosophical and scientific approaches to the concept of creation until the modern period.  Other discussed concepts include: creation out of nothing, humanity as part of a created order, the significance of humanity and the environment from an ethical perspective, as well as the implications of a created universe (referring to gift and participation). 

Schaefer, Jame.  Theological Foundations for Environmental Ethics: Reconstructing Patristic and Medieval Concepts.  Washington, D.C: Georgetown University Press, 2009.
	––  A study on the contribution of patristic and medieval thought on creation (Augustine, Thomas Aquinas and others) for enivironmental ethics.

.




