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	Title of Dissertation
An investigation into the folk tales, legends and myths associated with Bronze Age stone circles of Kerry and Cork counties (Ireland).

	Aims and Objectives
The aim of this dissertation is to collect folk tales, legends and myths around the Bronze Age stone circles within the Irish counties Kerry and Cork. Although links between other Irish megaliths and mythology have been proposed before (see below), no systematic and regionally focused study has ever been attempted.

In addition the collected stories will be analysed and contextualized by comparing them to the literary Irish Mythological Cycle, to the archaeology of the stone circles themselves, as well as to their landscape implementation and archaeoastronomical features (if any). 


	Abstract
Stories around the stone circles in the counties Kerry and Cork (Republic of Ireland) are remembered through textual or oral traditions, which haven’t yet been recorded or investigated. Although links between other Irish megaliths and mythology have been proposed before (see below), no systematic and regionally focused study has ever been attempted.

This project will focus on the collection of such folk tales, legends and myths, and their analysis and contextualization by comparing them to the literary Irish Mythological Cycle, to the archaeology of the stone circles themselves, as well as to their landscape implementation and archaeoastronomical features (if any). Stories about the stone circles will be collected via interviews as well as literature search for primary and secondary sources (see Methodology below). 

The Irish Mythological Cycle (Smyth 1988: 9-10) will be used as a starting point to compare and contrast the results from the literature review and the stories collected through interviews. The Mythological Cycle describes the people who fled under the fairy-mounds or síd (pronounced as: syeedh) before the Celts invaded Ireland. Initial scanning of the Mythological Cycle did not produce explicit references to stone circles in Kerry and Cork but, based on preliminary examples from other monuments (see below), it is expected that some mythological links to the stone circles will be found.

The stories collected will also be looked at in the context of the archaeological, astronomical and topographical features of the stone circles. The geographical distribution of sites will be compared to the distribution of the stories and any links between archaeological periods, astronomical events, topographic or landscape features and the monuments highlighted in the folk tales will be explored and tested against the available data. It is hoped that proceeding in this way, the cultural and historical context of these stories can be brought forth.

Examples of links between Irish megaliths and mythology:
The Grange stone circle (Co. Limerick) is a large stone called Ronagh Crom Dubh’, which could be related to the god Crom Cróich (or sometimes also called: Crom Cruaich or Crom Dubh), who watches over the important corn crop and its harvest (MacNeill 2008: 346, 594). According to Sean O’Duinn this stone could be seen as an offertory table (O'Duinn 2011: 28). Although Ronagh Crom Dubh’ is not a recumbent stone, one could see the recumbent stone of Kerry and Cork stone circles as a possible offertory table. Some more examples of links between mythology and the stone circles are: the Crom Cruaich stone circle (Co. Cavan) which was destroyed by St. Patrick (Roberts 2013: 17); a stone related to Crom Cróich that was standing near an eleven-stone circle Killycluggin (Co. Cavan) (Meehan 2002: 75); the Athgreany stone circle (Co. Wicklow) might be related to a legend associated to the sun (Roberts 2013: 20); the name of the Grange stone circle (Co. Limerick) might be derived from ‘Grianne’, which means Sun (Roberts 2013: 64); and the concentration of stone circles around the hill of Garrigfadda (Co. Cork) might be linked to mythology (Roberts 2013: 170-73).

	Methodology
Several tools will be utilised as part of the methodology:
Literature review of primary source material
To gather a proper amount of stories (folk tales, legends and myths) several directions will be followed: 
(1) An initial literature review will be performed by browsing the School’s Folklore Scheme archives in University College Dublin for relevant short stories written down by some 60,000 primary school pupils between 1937 and 1939 (Irish-Folklore-Commission 1937-1939). A preliminary look at two of the forty relevant volumes in this archive already yielded a few references to stone circles and one about the stone circle in Reenascreena (Co. Cork)  (Breaicnac 1938): “In Reenascreena there is a Shrine called the Druid’s Altar".
(2) Additionally the Royal Irish Academy library will be utilised to investigate the relevance of stone circles within primary sources of the Irish Mythological Cycle, such as the Book of Leinster (Best and O'Brien 1967), the Metrical Dindshenchas (Gwynn 1903-1935) and Acallam Na Senórach (Roe and Dooley 1999). 

Collecting stories from experts and interviews
By interviewing several experts on Irish mythology, it is hoped that more information will be gained about the relation between the stone circles and Irish mythology. Several experts will be interviewed: Sean O’Duinn, who wrote several books on the combination of Neolithic, Celtic and Christian religions (O'Duinn 2000), (O'Duinn 2011); and possibly Daragh Smyth who has considerable knowledge on Irish mythology (Smyth 1988); as well as people actively taking part in the Storytelling festival on Cape Clear island (Co. Cork). 
Besides consulting these subject-experts, two other strands of research will be pursued: 
(1) Firstly a ‘Letter to the Editor’ is published in the Christmas special of the magazine Ireland’s Own. This letter asked the sixty thousand or so readers (mainly Irish and their diaspora) for their stories involving the stone circles in Cork and Kerry (Reijs 2013). As this is a magazine that covers folklore, the old Irish-ways, etc., it is expected that several relevant responses will be received. 
(2) There are more than one hundred stone circles in Cork and Kerry and their location will be determined by using archaeological databases ("Archaeological Survey Database"  2013). Regions with high concentrations of stone circles are more likely to have developed and/or preserved stories about them. Such regions will be identified and targeted for interviews with local persons who likely could provide folk tales, legends and myths. A maximum of twenty interviews are planned.

One interview round is planned mid December and two other interview rounds for 2014. All interviews will be held with interviewees who agree voluntarily (without enumeration) to take part in the interview. The interview will last up to 60 minutes and will be semi-structured around several questions (Robson 2002: 278-80) and (Silverman 2001). If relevant for the dissertation, the relevant recordings will be transcribed for inclusion in the dissertation (consent will be acquired through the standard TSD consent form). The interview outline will need to be approved by TSD’s Ethics Committee.

Literature review of secondary sources
Jack Roberts has written a book about the stone circles in Cork and Kerry (Roberts 2013), which mentions other types of monuments and also relates them to some mythology of the region. Other sources include two theses written about the Cork and Kerry stone circles (Feen 2011), (Barber 1972).

Archaeological, astronomical and topographical sources
Archaeological context of the stone circles, as well as the wider period and region, will be sought from established sources (O'Nuallain 1995) (O'Kelly and O'Kelly 1989). New astronomical or topographical links could emerge from the gathered stories, in which case standard archaeoastronomical tools will be employed to test them. Skyline profiles will be made using established computer programs and/or panoramic photos. This might result in links with topography (such as: mountains, rivers, springs, etc.) or heavenly objects (such as: the Sun, the Moon and stars). However this avenue of research is contingent on any links between astronomy, topography and the stone circles emerging out of the collected stories.

	Short Introductory Bibliography: 

1. Secondary Sources (Scholarly Works)
Secondary sources will be around a few important areas for this dissertation: the archaeology of stone circles in the Kerry and Cork counties; the analysis of the utilisation of the stone circles; the landscape around stone circles; the description of stone circles in other areas of the British islands (like Ulster and Aberdeenshire); an analysis of folk tales, mythology and customs; the important of ritual around archaeology; the possible archaeoastronomy or topographical links around stone circles; and the methodologies of performing interviews.
Here is an initial list of secondary scholarly sources:
Barber, John W. 1972. 'The stone circles of Cork and Kerry: A study', UCC.
O’Duinn, Sean. 2000. Where Three Streams Meet: Celtic Spirituality (COLUMBIA Press).
Evans-Wentz, W.Y. 1911. The fairy-faith in Celtic countries (The lost library: Glastonbury).
Feen, Aoife. 2011. 'The stone circles as funerary monuments in Bronze Age Ireland and Britain', UCC.
Flanagan, David L. 2006. 'A spatial analysis of stone circles in southwestern Ireland', University of Texas.
O'Kelly, Michael J. 1982. 'Newgrange in early Irish literature.' in, Newgrange: Archaeology, art and legend (Thames and Hudson Ltd.: London).
Kyriakidis, E. 2007. The archaeology of ritual (Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles).
MacDonagh, Michael. 2014. 'Under the same night sky- the architecture and meaning of Bronze Age stone circles in mid-Ulster.' in Victoria Ginn, Rebecca Enlander and Rebecca Crozier (eds.), Exploring Prehistoric Identity in North-West Europe (Oxbow Books: Oxford).
MacNeill, Máire 2008. The festival of Lughnasa: a study of the survival of the Celtic festival of the beginning of harvest (Comhairle Bhéaloideas Éireann).
O'Nuallain, Sean. 1984. 'Grouped standing stones, radial-stone cairns and enclosures in the south of Ireland', The Journal of the Royal society of antiquaries of Ireland, 114: 63-79.
O'Nuallain, Sean. 1984. 'A survey of stone circles in Cork and Kerry', Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 84C: 1-77.
Robson, Colin. 2002. Real world research: A resource for social scientists and practitioner-researchers (Blackwell: Oxford).
Ruggles, Clive, and Frank Prendergast. 1994. "A new archaeoastronomical investigation of the Irish axial-stone circles." In Second SEAC Conference, edited by W. Schlosser. Bochum: Rhur-Universitat.
Ruggles, Clive L.N. 1999. Astronomy in prehistoric Britain and Ireland (Yale University).Silverman, David. 2001. 'What is qualitative research?' in, Interpreting qualitative data: Methods for analythic talk, text and interaction (SAGE Publications: London)
Silverman, David. 2001. 'What is qualitative research?' in, Interpreting qualitative data: Methods for analythic talk, text and interaction (SAGE Publications: London)
Smyth, Daragh. 1988. A guide to Irish mythology (Irish academic press).
Welfare, Adam. 2010. Great Crowns Stone: The Recumbent Stone Circles of North-East Scotland (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland).

	2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)
Primary sources are translated works of early Irish literature that describe the lore of places including the traditions around events and genealogy of characters. The following books cover some of the mythology of Ireland:
Best, Richard I., and M.A. O'Brien. 1967. The Book of Leinster: Formerly Lebar Na Núachongbála (Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies).
Gwynn, E.J. 1903-1935. The Metrical Dindshenchas (Dublin).
Roe, Harry, and Ann Dooley. 1999. Acallam Na Senórach (Oxford University Press).

In 1937 and 1938 some 100,000 school pupils of around 5,000 Irish primary schools were asked to write done local stories of their parents, grandparents and acquaintances. This resulted in the Schools’ Folklore Scheme collection of some 60,000 short stories. Of these, a few thousand short stories cover the counties Kerry and Cork. And it is hoped that some 10s will be related to stone circles:
Irish Folklore Commission, Schools’ Folklore Scheme 1937-1938 in UCD, Dublin

Original archaeological work produced the following primary sources:
Somerville, B.T. 1909. 'Notes on a stone circle at Drombeg, County Cork', Journal of the Cork historical and archaeological society, XV: 105-08.
Somerville, B.T. 1909. 'Notes on a stone circle in County Cork', Nature, 81: 126.
Somerville, B.T. 1930. 'Five stone circles of west Cork', Journal of the Cork historical and archaeological society, 35: 70-85.

Semi-structured interviews will be performed with: subject-experts in the field of folk tales, legends and mythology; and people living near the stone circles. Relevant parts will be transcribed and included in the dissertation.

If the folk tale, legends and myths look to relate to an astronomical or topographical landscape, the position of the stone circles will be evaluated in these landscapes. Photographic or computer generated skylines; maps; and astronomical package will be utilised:
Kosowsky, Michael. 2012. 'HeyWhatsThat Testbed', Accessed 10 March. http://www.heywhatsthat.com/main-0904.html.
Reijs, Victor. 2013. 'Stone circles in Cork and Kerry', Accessed 10 November 2013. http://tinyurl.com/AroundStoneCircles. 
Reijs, Victor. 2012. 'ARCHAEOCOSMO', Accessed 5 July. http://www.iol.ie/~geniet/eng/archaeocosmoprocedures.htm. 

	Time Schedule
The planned timetable is: 
Visit to Cork, Kerry and Limerick: Dec. 16th to Dec. 23rd, 2013
Chapter outline dissertation: Dec. 23rd, 2013
Literature overview: Jan. 17th, 2014
Another visit to Kerry and Cork: March, 2014
All chapters drafted: April 28th, 2014
Another visit to Kerry and Cork: May, 2014
Introduction/conclusion drafted: June 9th, 2014
Dissertation ready for final reading: June 27th, 2014
Dissertation back from Supervisor: July 28th, 2014
Completion date: August 29th, 2013
Final submission date: Sep. 30th, 2014

	Supervisor
Dr. Fabio Silva
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