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[bookmark: _Toc129382486]Introduction
Criminology and Evidence-based Policing have a huge impact on society because they work for defining various types of crime as well as preventing crimes in society so that social peace can be achieved. Criminology can be defined as the study of crime. Criminology defines the behaviour of criminals and the factors such as social, political, economic, environmental etc. which have an influence on the behaviour of individuals to get involved in criminal activities. According to classical criminology, which emerged in the 18th century, individuals get involved in criminal activities by their personal choice and they select the path of crime without the interference of other individuals because they are supposed to be rational. On the other hand, Evidence-based Policing (EBP) is considered the approach to policing practice and decision-making which is needed for preventing crimes in societies. There are various methods of Evidence-based Policing such as POP, SARA, Hotspots policing etc. The essay covers all the factors and measures which promote criminal behaviour as well as prevent criminal activities.
[bookmark: _Toc129382488]Classical criminology and how it defines crime and criminality
The classical theory of criminology states that individuals involve themselves in crime without the influence of others rather they involve them based on their personal interests and personal consideration. According to this theory, individuals are rational and have the ability to decide involving in criminal activities. There are various ideas and theories associated with classical criminology theory. Rationality is the basic idea and concept of classical criminology which defines individuals are free to select crime as their path (Valasik, 2013). According to the rationality concept in this theory, individuals analyse their benefits from criminal activities and get involved. Hedonism is another idea which defines individuals are indifferent to working hard for earning their livelihood and they get involved in criminal activities. They involve them in criminal activities because they believe the path of crime is easier than working legally in society. Rationality and hedonism are two main ideas in the classical theory of criminology which influence individuals to get involved in crime. On the other hand, proportionality and the criminal justice system are two ideas as well as theories in classical criminology which play an important role in crime prevention in society. Proportionality theory defines punishment as a measure to reduce as well as prevent crime in society. As part of this, punishment should be proportional to the level of crime. For example, if the severity of a crime is high, the level of punishment should increase with the severity of the crime. Furthermore, the criminal justice system includes a fair and more efficient justice system in preventing criminal activities in society (Daniel & Roxanna, 2022). Otherwise, it will be difficult to prevent criminal activities in the criminal justice system. In order to make the justice system efficient, it is needed to ensure that no innocent individual has brought under punishment.  
There is a close relationship between criminality and crime. The term criminality can be considered by the characteristic of an individual’s personality. It involves the tendency of an individual for committing a crime. Criminality arises due to various factors such as social, cultural, economic and many more. Example of criminality that a student can define as thinking of a student copying in the examination. Until he does this type of academic misconduct, it will be considered criminality. There is no established law or regulation for preventing criminality. Crime, on the other hand, denotes the acts of individuals which is considered the violation of acts and laws of a country. In this regard, an example of crime is when a student commits an illegal practice in the exam hall. Some examples of crime in society are thief, drug crime, terrorism etc. There are various laws for preventing crime in society and the law of crime is different from society to society and country to country (Welsh & Kleemans, 2015). The classical theory of criminology identifies various factors which influence criminality as well as various prevention measures. This theory states that criminality converts into crime because of one's individual choice which is associated with rationality theory. Furthermore, the classical theory also suggests establishing a fair criminal justice system.
[bookmark: _Toc129382489]Models of Evidence-based policing and association of classical criminology
Evidence-based policing enforced by law helps in improving policing activities as well as decision-making. Several models influence the activities of policing. They have been discussed as follows:
Hot spots: Hot spots is a model of policing which can be defined as a policing strategy which enables police to prevent crime in high crime zone by arresting, increasing police presence and vigilance. The purpose of the hot spot is to identify the areas where the potentiality of crime is high because of various benefits to criminals (Telep, 2023). In this policing strategy, police try to reduce the severity of crime in specific areas by undertaking various measures enforced by laws.
POP: Problem-oriented policing is a strategy which is developed to identify any specific problem in society. In this strategy, police try to make a collaboration with community members for making the strategy effective and achieving policing goals (Greene, 2011). The principle of the model is that police try to get an effective solution to problems rather that responding immediately.
SARA: There are four steps in this model Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. Police try to get a better understanding of any issues affecting society. As part of this, various types of research, and data analysis are needed. When the problem is identified, police try to analyse the problem from different points of view. A secret investigation also takes place in this regard. After analysing the problem police implement a response strategy, police may respond in various ways such as ensuring police vigilance in specific places, community outreach programmes etc (Paterson & Clamp, 2013). Finally, assessment means evaluation of the policy strategy and making corrections to strategies if needed.
Classical criminology has been developed depending on three concepts such as free will, hedonism and punishment concept. In evidence-based policing models, the punishment concept is relatable. Evidence-based policing is defined as some strategies of policing which play an important role in ensuring punishment. Basically, policing strategies are not developed for providing punishment to criminals. Rather strategies are developed for preventing criminal activities in society. Ensuring the punishment of criminals is merely an effective method for preventing crime (Bullock, 2019). In evidence-based policing, police apply various types of models such as problem-oriented policing, hot spots policing, procedural justice and many more which are associated with classical criminology. On the other hand, free will and hedonism concepts are avoided in evidence-based policing.
[bookmark: _Toc129382490]Application of EBP and classical criminology for drug crime 
Drug crime may include illegal manufacturing, distributing and selling of drugs in society. Illegal activities associated with drug use are also considered drug crimes. Illegal drug distribution as well as consumption, has become a severe issue worldwide. Young adults are mostly engaged in this type of criminal activity. According to Crime Survey for England and Wales, the rate of adults aged 16 to 24 years is almost 20% in 2019 who are engaged in drug crime (Winlow, 2019). This survey shows how severe this issue is for adults. Classical criminology imposes the importance of punishment for preventing this type of offence in society. According to the proportional concept in classical criminology, the severity of punishment depends on the severity of the offence. In this regard, illegal drug dealing and illegal drug use are not the same in terms of punishment because illegal drug dealing spreads crime in various societies and illegal consumption, as well as the use of drugs, engenders one’s personal life. That’s why the punishment level should vary depending on the proportional concept. Consequently, the punishment of a drug dealer will be severer than that of a user.  
On the other hand, Evidence-based policing ensures punishments of criminals for preventing crime using various models as well as strategies. The hot spot is an appropriate model for preventing drug crime in society (Lally, 2020). This model focuses on specific areas where the potentiality of criminal activities as well as the severity of the crime is high. Drug crime which includes drug smuggling and illegal use of the drug is established based on specific areas where the distribution and selling process of drugs is convenient for dealers. By applying the hot spot model, police can prevent as well as reduce the severity of this crime. Problem-oriented policing (POP) is also effective in this regard because social and community awareness is needed for preventing drug crime in society. In problem-oriented policing, police make a collaboration with individuals and organisations of a community which is effective in eliminating drug crime from any community.
[bookmark: _Toc129382491]Strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and EBP
Classical criminology has got acceptance worldwide as it provides some insights into why individuals commit any criminal activities and measures of preventing crime by enforcement of laws in society. It has some appreciation and criticism as well (McGregor, 2021). The rationality concept introduced in classical criminology is the strength of theory because most scholars have accepted this concept that everyone is free for decision-making whether he commits a crime or not. Furthermore, proportionality of another strength of the theory because it is socially accepted that the more severe a crime is, the more punishment a criminal gets. On the other hand, a limited explanation of classical criminology is a weakness. Everyone is free to make a criminal decision but it is not mentioned in this theory why all people in society do not commit a crime (Sutherland et al., 1992). Ignoring the social and economic factors is another weakness as well as criticism of classical criminology because poverty, unemployment and other various reasons motivate individuals to commit a crime.
Evidence-based policing (EBP) also have some strengths and weakness. Research and analysis of any crime is a positive side of Evidence-based policing. Police follow various models such as POP, hot spot etc. which needs efficient research to prevent crime (Sidebottom & Tilley, 2019). Additionally, collaboration with individuals and organisations in society helps police to perform their duties of preventing crime and ensuring punishment for criminals. Furthermore, police perform their duties by honouring lows which signifies their acceptability. On the other hand, it has some weaknesses as well as criticism. Police arrest criminals by taking into account their criminal activities but never taking into account the reasons for committing crimes. As a result, an ethical issue takes place and makes their contribution questioned while preventing crime (Young & Puckett, 2020). Change resistance is another criticism of Evidence-based policing, as they always follow the prevailing models.
[bookmark: _Toc129382492]Conclusion
Classical criminology explains why individuals commit a crime and how they decide. Additionally, classical criminology also suggests establishing a fair justice system which can effectively prevent various types of crime in society. On the other hand, evidence-based policing (EBP) ensures the punishment of criminals as well as prevents crime by following various strategies. The common criticism of classical criminology and evidence-based policing is that no one takes into account social and economic factors while ensuring the punishment of the criminals. Although both have some weaknesses in particular perspectives, their role of them cannot be denied in preventing crime as well as ensuring the punishment of criminals.
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