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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

This short essay will look at an incident that I attended during my two-year probationary period. This incident is one of which I have played a significant role in as an attending officer, and one which is still an ongoing case. Due to the domestic-related nature of this incident, this essay will have a large focus on the complexities of such cases and the importance of good investigative skills to ensure a successful investigation. This essay will be broken down into several parts. The first will give the context of the incident. The second will highlight the complexities of domestic-related incidents, and the difficulties victims are faced with when reporting to police, specifically through a gender binary lens when looking at male victims. The third part will analyse my role within the incident, the investigative actions taken throughout the investigation to ensure I am achieving the best possible evidence. Finally, the fourth part will critically assess my experience within the investigation by means of self-reflective modules.

The incident of which I am discussing is one of domestic-related GBH. The call was a third-party report made to police by ambulance following a call received from a female stating ‘I HAVE THROWN A GLASS AT MY HUSBAND AND HE HAS A GASH ON HIS LEG […] HE’S LOSING A LOT OF BLOOD’. A further two calls came in prior to police arrival. It was a night shift, so I attended along with two other officers. Both parties were separated, and I spoke with the female. The female disclosed, on bodyworn, that she had gone through her husband’s phone (the male) and seen that he had been having an affair, so she has gone into the kitchen where the male was sleeping on the couch (it was a very big kitchen with a seating area toward the bottom), and thrown a glass at the wall which has ‘ricocheted’ whereby a fragment of glass had struck him in his leg, causing the wound. Prior to separating the parties however, I noticed a staining of what was most likely a liquid on the wall, so I was able to identify that something had most likely hit the wall, however the injury was not consistent with a shard of glass ‘ricocheting’ from the wall and hitting the leg. 

Due to disclosure from the female to myself, in addition to the ambulance logs whereby the female had admitted to throwing the glass at her husband, the female was arrested under Section 18 of the Offences Against the Persons Act. Due to there being three of us (and one van!), my colleagues conveyed the female to custody whilst I remained at scene to wait for ambulance and to establish a scene for CSI to attend in a couple of hours. The male was soon conveyed to hospital for his injury, and I remained at scene and waited outside until the end of my tour of duty to preserve the scene. 

It should be noted that for this short essay the term domestic is the one put forward by the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, which defines domestic abuse as behaviour of person (A) towards person (B) as being abusive, and where they are personally connected. 

There is no denying the challenges that are presented to victims when it comes to reporting domestic violence (Gracia, 2004; Pain, 2017; Gurm and Marchbank, 2020), and the many reasons victims of such incidents do not come forward, such as fear of repercussions, a belief that there is not enough evidence for an investigation, or in many cases, not wanting to ‘burden’ anyone else about it (TalkingParents.com, 2022). It is almost contradictory, as whilst society is destigmatising men as victims of domestic-related abuse (Broberg, 2022), and, in turn, making men more comfortable to come forward and report themselves as victims of domestic-related abuse, the Office for National Statistics (2022) reports that in the year 2022, out of 2.4 million adults who had experienced domestic abuse in an intimate relationship, 699,000 of those were male, a decrease of 59,000 reports since the same publication put out in 2020 (Office for National Statistics, 2020; 2022). 

When focusing more specifically on male victims of domestic abuse, a report published by Brooks (2023) for ManKind, an organisation dedicated towards male victims of domestic abuse, found that 66% of men who contacted ManKind had never disclosed their abuse to any other person (with 64% of them only calling due to them being anonymous); 11% of victims that are male have contemplated suicide due to the abuse they are enduring; and that victims that are male are almost three times as less likely to tell anyone compared to female victims (Brooks, 2023). 

On the night of the incident, the male refused to cooperate with any police action. When I spoke with him, he stated that he was just sleeping and then woke up to the gash on his leg but would not say anything further. Whilst the male’s injury needed addressing as priority, the male refused to assist the police in any manner, and refused to provide any form of disclosure statement, or statement of complaint. All other investigative actions were completed, such as the seizure of clothing the female wore at the time, hand swabs, Golden Hour Principles, establishing a scene, arrest, officer statements, CCTV and house to house, however the only thing remaining was any form of cooperation from the male. The investigation was taken by the HUB to proceed, whereby they have given the rationale to go for a victimless prosecution due to the level of injury and the female having admitted the offence in interview. 

Bail conditions were put in place, and since the incident took place, the male has continuously rung 101 asking for the case to be dropped as he wants to return home to be with his family, stating that nothing happened, and that it was an accident. Whilst I have not spoken to the male since the night I attended the call, I cannot help but wonder why the male would not support any form of police action. I have two hypotheses on why I believe the male did not want to be perceived as supporting the prosecution. The first, is the societal stigmatisation and embarrassment that comes from the admittance that you were a victim of domestic abuse, more specifically whereby the perpetrator was a female. This, unfortunately, is still prevalent within society, and that as a male you are both ‘stronger’ and ‘bigger’ than a female and therefore should be able to protect yourself (Patrick, 2020). The second, is again, a societal stigmatisation, however this time it is through the lens of being perceived as a ‘family man’. The protector, the saviour, the breadwinner, the ‘manly’ man that won’t ever let his children see him hurt or upset. For instance, the male showing a willingness to support police action and the prosecution would show to family and friends, and the rest of society, that he was not a family man, and therefore, not a real man; as no real man would subject his family to that (Patrick, 2020).

Upon reflection, there was one thing that resonated with me, which was that the people involved did not seem like the people that would have been involved in such an incident. A young family, whereby the parents were recently married with two young children. I am aware that anyone can be a victim, and of course, I don’t know for how long or what the dynamic was like of this relationship. There were no previous calls at the address regarding any domestic-related issues, however, given the attitude of the male, I don’t think any calls would have been placed if anything had taken place. The only warning marker was placed on the female as being subject to MARAC whereby she was the perpetrator against an ex-partner. Looking at it now, it seems the reason for not wanting to proceed with an investigation is likely due to the outcome of ‘gained vs losses’. In this instance, the losses outweigh the gains twofold. 

I will now use Gibbs Reflective Cycle to critically analyse my role within the incident. What I found most challenging regarding the experience when it comes to analysing my role, was the fact that I was acting as Supervisor for the shift. My Sergeant had left work at midnight so the was left without supervision for the remainder. Due to having the most experience, I was not so gently pushed into the role from my colleagues. I found this difficult for several reasons. Not only was I dealing with the incident at hand, securing evidence, establishing scene, I was having to manage two other officers by asking them to assist with safeguarding the children and facilitating someone to come and get them, as well as updating control on the condition of the male and arranging ambulance, whilst updating Bronze Inspector. 

I found this very challenging and will admit that I got quite flustered. I had my colleague asking if he should seize all clothing she was wearing or just certain items, I was on the radio to Bronze whilst my phone would ring so that ambulance could speak to me, all whilst my colleagues could have stepped in and assisted with some of the actions. At the time, I was solely thinking about obtaining best evidence. As an officer I tend to lead in situations unless there is an officer with more experience with me, so I naturally fell into a role of which felt comfortable for me, however, in hindsight, I think it would have been beneficial to hand out roles to other officers to help relieve the stresses I put on myself at the time. This would allow me to stand back and reflect on what is happening in the moment. The risk of trying to do everything yourself in a scenario like this can be extremely damaging to an investigation as you can easily lose track of what has been done and get tunnel vision. 

From this incident I have learned of the importance of speaking with your colleagues, go in with a plan, or even take a minute to brief each other whilst at scene (incident permitting). This can allow for effective teamwork when dealing with an incident and securing best evidence. Moving forward, whilst it is important to take charge and deal with the incident at hand, using effective communication and taking a step back to analyse the scene at hand is a crucial part of policing. 

This short essay has referenced a domestic-related incident of which I attended whilst in my probationary period. It has highlighted the challenges victims are faced with when it comes to reporting domestic abuse, and more specifically, the societal issues men face when it comes to being victims themselves and the internalised struggle of admitting that they are victims of abuse. With this in mind, I have critically analysed my role within the incident and acknowledged both my strengths and weaknesses so that I can improve my policing capabilities for future incidents. 

Word count: 1,852
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Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:












Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 

This short essay will look at an incident that I attended following my initial police tutorship phase. This incident will be one wherein I played a significant role in relation to the investigation, such as dealing with the victims and witnesses involved, the investigative actions I took as a student Police Constable, and the management of my own attitudes and opinions towards the investigation, such as reflective practise. This essay will be broken down into several parts. The first I will give the context of the incident in which I attended. The second will briefly highlight the frequency of domestic-related incidents that are prevalent within the United Kingdom, and briefly highlight the difficulty in identifying victims of domestic-related incidents. The third will analyse my role within the incident, highlighting my role within the investigation, the investigative fast-track actions I undertook at scene, and the importance of securing early evidence at scene. The fourth, and final, part will look at the difficulties and challenges that were presented, and my reflective practise throughout the investigation. 
The call came through to response officers as ‘I just found my girlfriend hanging’. It was my last night shift, and it was 03:23 in the early hours of Sunday morning. As soon as the radio transmitted the call and give the address, I knew immediately who it was. The female in question was very well known to officers, and in the months leading up to the incident there had been significant calls made to and from the address. I attended at the scene with another male colleague and arrived shortly after the call was dispatched. I made my way up towards the front door and inside of the property. A male voice called down from upstairs and I made my way up the stairs and towards the female’s bedroom. The female was on the floor, not suspended, with a ligature around her neck. Appeared to have been there for a minimum of two days due to the pooling of blood. The male handed myself a phone, of which the emergency services were on the line, who asked me to continue with chest compressions. I stated that the female was of a state where any opportunities towards the preservation of life were going to be unsuccessful. The sergeant shortly arrived at scene, whereby it was established that due to the time of the night, it was best to preserve the scene as it was so that CID and CSI could attend in the morning to continue with the further investigative opportunities that were not available at that time. 
The National Centre for Domestic Violence (ncdv.org.uk: no date) (cited by the Office for National Statistics, 2022) states that in 2022 alone there were 2.4 million adult victims to domestic related incidents, with 1.7 million of those being women. With there also being over 1.5 million domestic related incidents having been reported to the police in the year 2022 alone, an increase of 7.7% from the year prior (The National Centre for Domestic Violence (cited by the Office for National Statistics, 2022). The Femicide Census (2020), in a 10-year report dating from 2009 – 2018, highlights that 1,681 women have been killed by men since the report started back in 2009. The report further published the names of the 111 women who were murdered in 2020, further stating that of these 111 women, 70% of the killings took place in the home (either that of both the victim and perpetrator, or that of the victim or the perpetrator), and 22% involved asphyxiation or strangulation (Femicide Census, 2020). The above statistics are concerning; however, they are the stark reality of what women often face daily at the hands of their perpetrator. 
At the time of attending the incident, it was crucial for me to not rule out the possibility of a domestic related death having taken place, especially due to the information known regarding both the male and female and their previous domestic related incidents. This is especially true given the fact that in most domestic related cases, if it is known that the perpetrator is a repeat perpetrator (or offender), there is a high likelihood that abuse, harassment, and even physical violence will be used in some capacity (Hester, 2013, cited in Women’s Aid et al., 2021). With all this critical information at the forefront of my mind whilst attending the scene, it was concerning to see the male, who was the ex-partner, at the female’s home address. I went downstairs to the front door and took an initial account from the male and asked him to account for his actions of the night and how he ended up being at the female’s house. The male stated that he had not heard from the female in 6 days, and whilst they had not been in a relationship for a couple of months, they remained in contact. The male further went on to state that he was concerned she may have been with another male, and therefore wanted to attend at her home address to see if she was okay, but also to see if she was alone. Following no answer at the door, he has let himself into the premises due to the front door being insecure and unable to lock. Brewster (2003, cited in Logan, 2010) highlights that stalking behaviour is common in relationships whereby partner violence was prevalent, with there being a significant correlation between stalking behaviour and a history of both coercive control and physical and sexual violence (Logan, 2010). When hearing this information, it was evident that the male displayed typical characteristics and tendencies of stalking behaviour, which was even more concerning given the fact they were no longer in a relationship.
Following taking an account from the male and to preserve any forensic DNA, the male’s clothing was seized along with any items on his person at the time. A scene was established, and an officer remained at scene to uphold its integrity. Due to the time of night and CSI and CID not being able to attend until morning, it was crucial to ascertain a timeline and complete as many investigative actions as could be realistically completed. These included house to house, CCTV, seizing of the male’s clothing, and establishing a scene whereby everything was to remain in situ. Within a criminal investigation, these are individual components to what are known as the Golden Hour Principles within policing, and refer to individual lines of enquiry which are done at the location of the crime scene in order to increase the effectiveness of the investigation by securing significant material that can be used for the prosecution of the offence and to identify an offender (College of Policing: no date). The Golden Hour Principles and Fast Track Actions are largely interchangeable and refer, in most part, to the same thing. Fast Track Actions are defined as “any investigative actions which, if pursued immediately, are likely to establish important facts, preserve evidence or lead to the early resolution of the investigation” (College of Policing: no date). It should be noted that there are multiple steps to an investigation and obtaining evidence, however the Golden Hour Principles refer, specifically, to many of the actions done at scene to preserve the likelihood of ascertaining evidence that may be subjected to matters out of human control, such as the weather with forensic opportunities.
Cook and Tattersall (2023) refers to the ABC approach when dealing with an investigation, which stands for Assume nothing, Believe nothing, and Challenge everything. This was significant during this investigation as at no point could I rule out the male’s involvement as a suspect in a potential homicide. At least not until the death could be deemed as non-suspicious, with, thankfully, CID were able to confirm due to the Ring doorbell CCTV marrying up with the timeframe given by the male in his account. From this point forward the investigation was handed to me, and I had to complete my first ever coroner’s file for a sudden death, which meant that there was an additional long list of further investigatory actions which needed to be completed for the coroner by a deadline. These included phone downloads and pharmaceutical examinations, statements from persons at scene and who last saw the female alive, officer statement, a lengthy covering report detailing all the findings and piecing together a verdict on the outcome of the death, however the most difficult and challenging aspect was the taking of the antecedent statement from the female’s parents. 
As I briefly highlighted above, one of the most challenging aspects of this process so far was the taking of the antecedent statement. There were several aspects of the process which were made more difficult due to the parents having been estranged from the female for over 6 years, due to her highly disruptive and chaotic lifestyle which was through no fault of the parents. The female moved to Wales and the parents remained in England. Due to this I had to facilitate an opportunity to meet with the parents to obtain a detailed antecedent statement, which was challenging not only given the emotions that were present throughout the taking of the statement, but also due to the chaotic lifestyle the female led it was a very lengthy statement and I had to assure that everything was accurate and punctual. Understandably, emotions are high in such a setting, therefore I set forth detailed rules to make the process easier, which included frequent breaks if they felt they needed some air, allowing them time to themselves if they also needed it, beverage breaks, and setting a steady pace so that they did not feel as though they were rushed. However, the most challenging by far was the parents asking if I could accompany them to the female’s house so that they could look for a few personal items given the fact they did not ‘know her’, and so they could lay some flowers where she passed. 
“For many individuals the death of a loved one is just such a crisis. Ensuring that the proper steps and procedures are taken at the scene of that death to reassure family members that the death was a natural one or a suicide” (Adkins, 1999:13). 
I found this to be a very personal moment that the family could have done alone, and truthfully, I felt very uncomfortable being present as I would routinely be asked questions that nobody would know the answer to, such as ‘I wonder if she suffered?’. Whilst it was emotionally challenging on all parts, I felt a sense of pride when the parents thanked me for all that I have done. Whilst it is always difficult attending at sudden deaths, and it was especially emotionally challenging having such close encounters on a personal level with the parents, it made me feel a little more human and not just a number in a uniform, which I often overlook. Moving forward, I feel as though I now have a greater understanding of the importance of following the ABC approach when dealing with an investigation, as everything must be critically analysed, or in this case, seen as a suspect, until they can be mitigated from the enquiry due to the analysis of evidence. From start to finish, I was present and had key involvement within the investigation and was also frequently in contact with the family of the female, updating them when I could in relation to the investigation, but also acting as a human with decency when dealing with the loss of a loved one. This investigation has made me feel more confident when dealing with large investigative incidents whereby you do not know in what direction the investigation will go, and has made me more confident in pursuing my path of wanting to be a CID officer. 
Word count: 1,933
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