‘Mummifying Alan: Egypt’s Last Secret’
Intended for educational purposes and audiences, of Channel 4. Released on the 24th of October 2011 the documentary ‘Mummifying Alan’ is based on research and the experimentation of the individual Alan Billis, who donated his body to the experiment following a diagnosis of Lung Cancer (IMDb, 2011.)
The documentary main purpose is for educational purposes and as such the language reflects that, however, the audience is aimed at the public through the production of Channel 4, providing insight upon the process of mummification in ancient Egypt.  They explain within this documentary some of a backstory and the reasoning the experiment came about. Researchers Joann Fletcher, and Stephen Buckley with the University of York, are the main figures heading the experiment and researching the subject of mummification, with Stephen explaining the prior experimentation done before the main experiment on Alan Billis. Having developed his home into a laboratory with a myriad of equipment and fitting out his shed to mimic the environment of Egypt. The providing of information regarding the background of the individuals conducting the experiment allows reassurance to the intended audience, that this experiment is performed by individuals who understand the process but also respect the culture of which is the basis of understanding the past. However, it is intentionally seen that despite this difficult subject, in particular the donation of bodily remains to research not only in an Archaeological sense but also in a medical sense allowing greater understanding and observation. 
Prior to watching the documentary, the understanding of the process of mummification was still very minimal in comparison to witnessing, the changes and the process of which the body of Alan Billis undertakes, and while being able to draw from texts, about the process of mummification and drawing upon the social and religious significance of it, based off what can be inferred, there is greater understanding through physically being able to see the changes that happen in the Natron bath, and the way in which the skin on the body was protected from damage. The method of spraying on a protective layer of sesame oil and beeswax, then brushing it over, did not seem accurate to the possible method used, however the area in which the body is prepared the environment does differ, as such the reasoning for changing the method of application is seemingly most effective. 
While watching the documentary, there was a significant aspect found consistently throughout the documentary, which is the occasional commentary of Allan Billis, which creates a level of humanity with the documentary, evoking empathy and understanding from the audience. Along with this there is also scenes of his family, notably his wife and grandchildren, which communicates that the family are supporting his choices reaffirming choice of the donating of his body in the name of learning. This may mean that others may choose to do the same allowing for progressive learning, other scenes incudes scenes filmed in Egypt which unifies the entire the documentary reinforcing the educational aspect of the documentary. Towards, the ending of the documentary in which they see the result of Allan Billis’ body following the experiment and how it has not only affected the family but the individuals conducting the experiment, providing humanity to the audience showing raw emotions. 
Due to this level of humanity shown with dignity and respect I have not only recommended this too family who are also interested in documentaries, but also colleagues with them also commenting on the level of dignity and emotions shown with them also recommending to others about it. The biggest surprise I found from it was however relaxed and comfortable Alan Billis’ wife appears with the prospect of the loss of her husband and his choice to donate his body for science. This is possibly my favourite part of the documentary the level of dignity and respect which is provided to Alan Billis and his family, reminding you that choice and respect is a large part of how someone chooses to dispose of their own bodies even in a non-traditional way. The one thing I learned is the exact method in which they removed the organs with only a 4-inch hole estimated which meant removing the organs blind. This while I was understanding is to minimize damage to the body the body while maintaining the tradition of removing the organs. The biggest draw backs from this documentary are that while a fascinating documentary, has not provided enough advertising for funding the experiment to continue with possibility of adapting or documenting further observations.
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