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 Hello, I am katie thomas student number 2307138. The module reference is ECEY 4004
My activity is tap tap box which encourages children to sing in English and Welsh and use Makaton language if not able to communicate verbally.
The meaning of bilingualism is the use and abilities of two languages and multilingualism is the ability and use of multiple languages oxford dictionary (no date). The Cambridge dictionary (no date) also has a similar definition of multilingualism which is groups of people being able to communicate in more than two languages. The benefits of multilingualism are being more efficient communicators. The ability to see and understand things from different perspectives it improves the memory according to a study out of Spain’s university multicultural people are better at observing their surroundings they can easily detect anything that is irrelevant or deceptive. National literacy trust (2022) had believed Multilingualism stimulates brain development and helps children learn because they can think about their ideas in two or more languages speaking more than one language comes naturally to babies whose brains are wired for all language.  It promotes a better understanding and appreciation of diverse cultures. According to brainscape.com (no date) many studies have shown that the more elderly people exercise their brains every day the less cognitive decline they experience jumping between languages a particularly effective way to attain this benefit. Futurelearn.com (no date) says studies suggest bilingual advantages in executive function are not limited to the brains network bilingual people increased activation in the brain region associated with cognitive skills like attention and inhibition. Sciencedirect.com (2021) says there is no evidence stop bilingual children differ in divergent thinking skills. Carmarthen council (2024) believes Some children speak a language other than English or Welsh as their first language, either because they were born in a different country or because their parents speak a different language at home. In school, they learn English or Welsh as a second (or third) language. They learn it mostly through the normal school day, through playing and socialising, and through learning other subjects. Research says this is the best way to learn a language. Being bilingual has a positive effect on performance, and children should be encouraged to use their home language. It can take up to ten years to become fluent in a second language. Children learn social language first, and it takes longer to learn academic language. My activity helps and promote bilingual skills of Welsh and English through fun and engaging songs and rhymes. My activities also uses Makaton that is a communication aid that will support children with communication needs or may need support with English. Like learning any language, spoken language comes first, before reading and writing. More children these days will grow up in a multicultural society than a monolingual society. National literacy trust (2022) have said Practitioners and professionals working with learners whose first language is not English should develop a good understanding of the child's linguistic and cultural background when they enter a nursery or school and work collaboratively with families. My activity can support this as children become more comfortable with the rhymes, they may become confident with sharing their cultural rhymes and songs at song time. Chomsky (1957) based his theory on the idea that all languages contain similar structures and rules and the fact that children everywhere acquire language the same way, and without much effort, seems to indicate that we’re born wired with the basics already present in our brains. Vygotsky (1978) had a different outlook on this because he viewed language as an essential tool for communication and that culture and behaviour was understood through language. Vygotsky also highlighted the critical role that language plays in cognitive development. Vygotsky's theory says that social interactions help children develop their ability to use language. UNCRC article 30 (1989) believes that Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family, regardless of whether these are shared by the majority of the people in the country where they live.
Thank you for listening.
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