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	Title of Dissertation: Thursday’s Kingdom


	Aims and Objectives: To write a Science Fiction novel (submitting the opening chapters) that emulates the work of ‘Golden Age’ authors while also reflecting the changes to the genre, and new scientific discoveries/understanding brought on by the 21st Century.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words): Thursday’s Kingdom is the story of a solar system which declares its independence, and in doing so threatens to bring about a war of Galactic proportions. The novel will focus on the aforementioned system over the course of several months, from the events leading up to the declaration of independence, through to the attempts of the Ascendancy to reclaim the system for their own. Using short, alternating PoV chapters, the novel will show the conflict through the eyes of a diverse array of characters, including politicians, soldiers, government agents, tv personalities, and civilians caught in the crossfire.
Primarily intended as entertainment, Thursday’s Kingdom nonetheless deals with several weighty issues, most notably the lengths to which it is acceptable to go in order to achieve the desired result. The novel creates a complex, plausible world, reflecting many modern-day concerns. Terrorism is a recurring theme, with all sides contemplating the viability of its use. It is important that such themes are not dealt with in a one-sided manner. Therefore, equal time will be given to those against terrorism, and those who believe it is an acceptable part of war. Particularly in regard the terrorist/freedom fighter arguments that have often been made. Obviously, such a theme is highly contentious given current world affairs. For this reason, the issue will be dealt with logically, rather than emotionally. Other themes will be dealt with similarly. These themes include, but are not limited to, Imperialism and the desire to break free from it, the effects of long-term eugenics, and the threat posed by the development of AI and ASI.
Despite these themes and their discussion being present, they are not the focus of the novel, and will remain secondary to the plot. Equal parts espionage, war story and political thriller, Thursday’s Kingdom is intended to keep its readership guessing about character relationships and motivations throughout. This is aided by the multiple-PoV structure, as readers will naturally gain more information than any one character, but can also find themselves misled by the way in which different characters view the events which unfold.
Ultimately, Thursday’s Kingdom as a whole will seek to engage with its readership on an intellectual level rather than an emotional one.
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