Dissertation Overview
Do changes in the way women are portrayed in Indian films since 1913 until present day lead or follow changes in attitudes towards Indian women and their role in society?
History and initial background towards this research… (may have changed or need to change or be directed in a slightly different direction?) *guidance needed* 
The decision to undertake this particular path began with the chance of exploring feminism and gender relations in India because of its large history involving high status of men, women to be viewed in one way and no other. This followed with a more creative and unusual idea of Bollywood movies and their impact on audiences and fans, how women throughout the times since the first Bollywood film was produced until now, have changed and developed. Throughout this process, feminism and gender relations will be involved in the following dissertation and I will therefore link and analyse different aspects of women and social change that has taken place or is taking place right now. 
Prompted from the dissertation question that I have formed, it will evaluate and lead to various strategic plans in discussing the promotion of feminism in the Indian culture, it will view the advances and progression of women in a selection of Bollywood films from the earliest filming industry had been recognised until present day. Not only, is the research going to explore the above but also how this correspond with the realistic changes in attitudes towards women and their role in society – I believe this is the poignant part of my fieldwork where I would use participant-observation during the process. This will be followed and understood better by the methodology section below… 
Methodology: The methods for this purpose of approach is straightforward. Given the fact that this research of work is fundamentally based on Visual Ethnography; the fieldwork in essence will revolve around watching Bollywood films through which I have/will be exploring to what extent the representation of Indian women in Bollywood films influences people’ attitudes but I will also research whether societal attitudes themselves have an impact on the way Bollywood represents Indian women. Essentially, I want to find out to what extent do the Bollywood films inform or influence people’s attitudes towards Indian women and their role in society and how society and culture feeds back into the representation in Bollywood films. 
In addition to the fieldwork, I have managed to watch a number of different Bollywood films with a range of different ages – from 17 – 50. I first asked the participants what they know or if they have any knowledge of women in Bollywood films or a general idea of what its about. Secondly then we would watch as a group and I would be observing and getting their feedback either during or after the film as their choice. It has been fun and I have noted many different and odd comments, this was all evaluated and concluded by the time I have spent with my participants so far. It was always a fun discussion after and finding out what the participants perspectives were on the film and often compare their views from the current film to the others. 
I intend to carry on with this until I have managed to get enough research and participant observation views and thoughts of the various films.  It was significant for me especially for the type of research I aim to do that I am with the participants; that way I am able to gain knowledge first hand along with them. 
In terms of the scholars I have read through and used so far (see below) I managed to gain a few articles that was sent through by family in India but they are at home so I will bring them back with me after Christmas and discuss its usefulness with my supervisor. 
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