ESSAY PLAN
Is it possible to determine who the author of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi might have been? Evaluate the main theories that have been proposed in relation to this. 

FIRST PARAGRAPH: 
Regarding the authenticity of the identity of the author of The Mabinogi, it is impossible to determine the writer's identity because of the lack of evidence as to the authorship. Many scholars have written their various theories to answer this question but none have shown any solid evidence to establish the authentic identity of the author or authors, as the case may be. One theory is that a collective of authors have been responsible for having joint authorship.

INTRODUCTION: 
Explain what the text is: The Mabinogion was a collection of stories and the authentic authorship is unknown. 
· Eleven stories were written over a two-hundred-year period (possibly a twelfth story added later)
· The text is an eight-hundred-year-old collection of Celtic tales.
· The Mabinogi 
· The Red Book of Hergest, is at Oxford.
· The White Book of Rhydderch, is kept at the NLW, Aberystwyth.

MAIN BODY:
· Catherine McKenna. (2020), (a Harvard Dr) believes that there is no way to pinpoint a definite authenticity of authorship. 
· Colin Jones (2017), notes how manuscripts were undeniably originally written in Welsh. Jones also stated that Lady Charlotte Guest translated the tales into English during the 18th century. 
· Professor Sioned Davies (2018), also translated her version of The Mabinogion from Welsh to English during the 21st century. 
Welsh scholars Simon Evans and Brynley Roberts (in Breeze 2018), “consistently” advocate for a twelfth century date of writing, and insist it is by one author who is knowledgeable about both Gwynedd and Dyfed.
Dr Andrew Breeze (a Celticist & English lecturer) claims that The Four Branches' of The Mabinogion is one of the greatest works of Welsh literature and Celtic mythology.
Breeze (2009), concludes that Gwenllian was of royal blood and married to a Dyfed prince between around 1020 and 1136, (which puts her at the relevant time period for a claim to authorship). The ‘Four Branches’ were written between 1120-1130, hence correlates with her dates. This could present the argument that this is the most convincing fact yet because she was knowledgeable about both the counties concerned as well as being an educated lady of aristocracy living during the relevant era. However, there would have been more than one lady of aristocracy at that time who could be capable of writing such a manuscript, leaving the authentic authorship open to speculation. 
Luft (2010), comments on Breeze' lack of engagement with recent fellow scholarship, also it touches on the lack of solid evidence leading me to question Breeze' theory. 

SPECULATE:
· Is 12th century Princess Gwenllian the original author of the eight-hundred-year-old text? (possible red herring).
· There is nothing to suggest that Frenchman Chretien de Troyes did not write The Four Branches of the Mabinogi. McKenna (2020), suggests that three of the romantic tales were linked to de Troyes work! Charles-Edwards (1970), also comments on the author of the Four Branches as possibly having links to France.
· Sir Ifor Williams and W.J.Gruffydd, were two authorities studying the Four Branches. Both believed that the Four Branches was the work of a single author. Both gave separate accounts, however opinions differed. Williams was of the belief that authorship belonged to a cleric. (The Mabinogi, p. 51). Dr Iestyn Daniel agrees it is one man’s work!
· Dr Iestyn Daniel (2003), concludes that the F.B author could have been 13th century poet and grammarian Cnepyn Gwerthrynion. Daniel’s theory is that it is the work of one man and he is convinced that the work is from the same persons imagination. 
· Charles-Edwards (1970), agrees that the work belongs to a single person, he also agrees with others that there is no definite author. 
· Breeze' 2009 publication. A chapter entitled 'Some Recent views of the Four Branches', contains opinions discussed regarding the authorship in recent papers by Fiona Winward and William Parker. Bangor university. (Reviewer: Edith Gruber). 

DATES: 
Some believe that there is no definite date determining when the book was written. There is no solid proof of authorship only speculation and theories. 
· Charles-Edwards states that the work belongs to a timespan of between 1050-1120. 
· Breeze dates the manuscript as being created between 1120 -1136.

THE ORIGINS OF THE FOUR BRANCHES:
Breeze (2009), argues that Princess Gwenllian is the author of The Mabinogi (c1097-1136). Her husband was King of Deheubarth (South Wales). He dates the Four Branches to 1120-1136. (dates which coincide with Gwenllian's lifespan). He claims that stories are written from a feminine perspective and a woman’s work and he links it to Princess Gwenllian knowing it is from someone aristocratic and that she lived in the appropriate time span mentioned. He believes the author is a person of authority and resources, arguing that topics such as childlessness and wet nurses are women's interests. He links her as being familiar with regional areas of Wales and Ireland which are mentioned in the text because she had spent time in exile in Ireland.

PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE WITH QUOTATION:
[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]Saunders Lewis (in Parker 2010),[footnoteRef:1] identifies a link to Bendigeidfran's invasion of Ireland, also to Henry II in 1172. It is believed that Lord Rhys of Deheubarth attended Henry II’s court in 1177. Thus, confirming the late 12th century provenance for the writing of the final version of The Mabinogi manuscript. To quote Lewis: [1:  Will Parker, 2010.] 

‘The author was alert to these patterns of recurrence, these habitual fault-lines in the geopolitical landscape of Medieval Wales’[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Will Parker, 2010.] 

According to Lewis authorship could be credited to a person knowledgeable with the geography of Wales and Ireland during that era. Hence, this could then arguably be the work of Princess Gwenllian of Gwynedd. She would have been familiar with the regions of both counties during the period which The Mabinogi manuscript was written and she was an aristocratic person as well as of royal blood, being as her father was King of Gwynedd. However, there is still no concrete evidence as to the truth of the matter it is purely speculation regarding the authorship of The Mabinogi[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Will Parker, 2010.] 


CONCLUSION:
Ultimately, authorship may never be discovered. We may never know the identity of whoever wrote The Four Branches of the Mabinogi. Numerous theories leave us considering who the authentic writer was but none have quenched our thirst for the knowledge we seek regarding this ancient manuscript. There is still nothing concrete informing us as to who the authorship belongs to. It is quite possible that the tales in these manuscripts were accounted by individuals gone and forgotten now, and long before a time when they were written down as text. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk42204054]A REVIEW OF FIVE WEBSITES RELATING TO CELTIC STUDIES.
Mandy Barrow ‘The Celts’.  Primary Homework Help.<http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk> [accessed 20/04/20].
The Celts is written by Mandy Barrow, an information technology teacher. This website begins by showing a useful timeline from the Celts (5000BC) to WW11(1939). The format is excellent and easy to navigate and it is very clear to understand. A search bar which is easily accessible for children to access information is also clearly visible. There are further links via a column on the left side of the page and homework index which contains school subjects and is categorised from Art to Science. It also shows other topics and the option to select and choose from topics such as the 'Vikings' and the 'Moon Calendar'. The site is most interesting and informative with attractive images relating to the topics shown. It begins by asking who the Celts were and makes an important point when explaining how there were tribes of Celts with language being the commonality among them during the Iron Age.  Also, this site tells us interesting facts such as when the Celts lived in Europe and where they came from although this is debatable. This website offers information regarding the Gauls, Britons and Gaels which is vital information regarding the Celtic groups of North Western Europe. There is another link showing great reviews from newspapers and the media regarding Mary Barrow's website. Generally, this is a useful site to visit especially if of school-going age, however Barrow does not validate her sources therefore this site is unreliable for citing academic material.

National Geographic <www.nationalgeographic.co.uk> [20/04/20].
The National Geographic website covers a broad selection of topics regarding geography, nature and culture. Once in the site there is a search bar available to then type in a search term. The element that relates to Celtic Studies is in the history and civilisation section of the site. On the top bar there is an option for viewers to subscribe to The National Geographic magazine. This website is headed by advertisements for Disney which makes it more useful for the general public than for academic study. It is an extremely basic site and the continuous adverts are very distracting for the reader, in fact to read about a subject much of the page is taken up with more adverts; for this reason the information is not easily accessible. This page of the website is not appropriate for academic study at all, the creator Erin Blakemore, a journalist from Colorado, has obviously not been very thorough in her research as it is all very basic and unsourced and therefore not a credible site. I would not recommend it to academics for this reason as the information may not be accurate. 

Ben Johnson Historic UK <www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/The-Mabinogion/> [accessed 2/05/20].
The website is about all types of historic information related to Britain. The section most relevant to Celtic studies is the page entitled the ‘Mabinogion’ and is written by Ben Johnson. To the right of the first page there are three images with articles related to them, however the site is filled with links for things such as advertisements for historic breaks, history magazines, the ability to trace a family tree, and a blog showing more information regarding history in the UK. However, once on any of the links at the top of the first page it is difficult to navigate a way back to the original page unless the ‘back’ space is clicked. The original page gives a brief history of the Mabinogion, and Arthur and his knights are also mentioned along with other Celtic legends. Incidentally, Ben Johnson makes no mention of his sources therefore this page is not an appropriate one to cite. At the end of this article Johnson has included a link for the ‘Eisteddfod’ which takes viewers to a page that gives a succinct history of the National Eisteddfod of Wales which is an interesting article and also written by Johnson. Sources are mentioned as being academic graduates of different levels and articles are updated as and when necessary, making this a site worthy of citing. 

Ifor Williams Biography Wales <https://biography.wales/article/s-TALI-ESI-0575> [accessed 26/05/20].
This website is a dictionary of biographies collected and held at the National Library in Aberystwyth. It is relevant to a sixth century Welsh bard called Taliesin, author Ifor Williams tells the reader how the famous Welsh manuscript of c1275, Llyfr Taliesin has been preserved. It is believed that at least six of the poems in this manuscript are the genuine work of Taliesin the bard. Williams acknowledges his sources however recommends a ‘Wikipedia’ article for further reading, which may not be a reliable source. It is easily navigable as one of the pages takes us to a useful search bar enabling browsing of sources in alphabetical order. A different page shows another search bar which allows viewers to scan for authors in alphabetical order; where there are five-thousand biographies of people who have contributed works to the nation. This work is a unique original manuscript and a very important historical work which is why it is kept at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth. It is an extremely precious example of great literature by the Welsh and very precious to Welsh heritage. Although this site is aesthetically basic, the content is reliable and it is very easy to navigate; this website could be used to cite academically.

‘What is Druidry’ The Druid Network <www.druidnetwork.org> [accessed 24/03/20]. 
This website is all about druids and their interests, it is written by The Druid Network, a registered charity in England. There are some attractive images of plants on some of the pages which adds to creating an aesthetically pleasing format inspiring the viewer to read on, and accessibility is easy as is navigating the site. Although this is quite an interesting informative site regarding the history of the druids, information given is brief. Under a link entitled 'The Druid Network', a menu takes the reader to an option to join a membership of the network as well as join in with projects, and there is a blog for enthusiasts to comment on. There is yet another link leading viewers to a page with further information regarding druid beliefs offering to more interesting facts concerning this topic, and a link to ‘rites and rituals’ informs us of interesting druid activities. Unfortunately, there is nothing stated to validate whether these are accurate representations of historic rituals or whether they are just neo-religious interpretations of ancient practices. However, the site is not credible as it does not acknowledge sources, hence it is unreliable for work of a scholarly level. Having said that, it could be viewed as an extremely useful site to individuals interested in things of a Druidry nature and provides information that may otherwise be unknown to the reader. 














