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Description 
The past three months has been a huge learning experience for myself, after having no prior academic knowledge of the construction industry it has been hugely beneficial for me to be able to get a greater understanding of not just my sector as a quantity surveyor but of construction industry as a whole.
I have only been working in the role as a trainee quantity surveyor now for one year so it still early in the terms of experience. 
Coming from a finance background, in my work place I have only really been exposed to the commercial element of  the construction industry, however through studying areas of the industry such as land and technical who deal with ground works such as producing site investigation reports and also analysing materials and how they are applied through the industry has allowed me to learn a great deal about the process that takes place before my role starts. 
Both of the assignments have been hugely insightful to myself. Being a quantity surveyor for Persimmon homes, my role is predominantly based with the superstructure of houses as persimmon have their own groundworks company who deal with all matters below ground. This meant that getting the opportunity to study and look into the process of what happens before my role was extremely eye opening. 
Also, working for a house builder means I am sheltered from the majority of the construction industry when it comes to building commercial or high-rise buildings for example. It has also given me an insight into what construction outside of house building really consists of. 

Feelings 
I feel extremely accomplished not only for what I have achieved so far in the first 3 months of studying but also for how far I have come within my work place.  At the beginning of taking my role a trainee quantity surveyor, I knew nothing about the industry and very little about the role, this made me extremely nervous. It was honestly very intimidating starting a role having now prior experience as I had just completed a three-year finance degree during the summer. At the time I was in state of panic as I knew I didn’t want to peruse a career in finance, so decided to try something new. The problem being I felt people may treat me with less respect given my lack of knowledge and experience coming into the industry. 

After being partnered with a senior surveyor who has been in the industry for over twenty years, I soon picked up the role and every week was a huge learning experience. Having the guidance of an industry professional meant I was able to get the perfect insight into what being a senior surveyor consisted of, learning from him allowed me to learn about what mistakes he’s made and how he’s managed to be successful. 

This was a significant boast in confidence for myself and within weeks I was feeling comfortable and confident in my role. Upon starting university, it has broadened my knowledge to much more than just housebuilding. 
Throughout the year my responsibilities have grown as I have been delegated new roles which include managing both subcontractor and internal payments as well as playing an assistant QS with a new site beginning this year.  As my responsibilities increased, I found myself to be under a lot more pressure as having more dealings with site managers and contractors to be a stressful process at times, as dealing with payments and orders are two aspects that are often required to be dealt with promptly. I once missed an invoice that a subcontractor had submitted and as a result had a number of complaints and threats that the subcontractor would leave site if they did not receive they’re payment. This is partially due being unorganised and as a result I have made a conscious effort since to making sure I am extremely organised and punctual with payments. (Munno, 2006) explains that you must learn from mistakes and progress better as a result of them.   [endnoteRef:1] [1: References 
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Evaluation/Analysis 
I feel now looking back in hindsight at the past year that being partnered with the senior surveyor was hugely beneficial, accompanied with beginning university it has built my knowledge and helped to boast my confidence. One aspect of my work place that puts me at a disadvantage is the fact that I am sheltered from large parts of the construction industry and I still feel like I am yet to learn about certain elements such as contractual law as this is something I do not deal with within my work place and although we have begun to  learn about this whilst studying,  as this is not something I have not encountered before, I do feel like this is something I may have some potential issues with. 
So far there has been little direct academic study into quantity surveying, this is something I am looking forward to learning more about and I hope that in the next few months we delve deeper into more quantity surveying specific learning.
Dewey 1933 made the point that we ‘think the problem out’ towards formulating hypotheses in trial and error reflective situations and then use these to plan action, testing out our ideas. I will apply this methodology to my academic studies, as I have a weak spot in one specific area, it highlights to myself what my focus areas should be in the coming year. 


Conclusion/Action plan 

In retrospect, I’m happy and pleased with the progress but I feel like there were times which I was capable of perhaps doing more than I was, this may partially be due to being a trainee, you are given work responsibilities in small parts and they will gradually increase but next year I will actively seek more for new opportunities and responsibilities within my work place. At the end of this year I hope to officially be an assistant surveyor running a site, this will only be achieved through looking to seek new opportunities. (Nilson and Dewey, 1935) 
With regards to university, in areas that I am more uncomfortable in I will be more open with asking lectures questions along with increasing reading in my own time, also taking more advantage of university facilities like the library to access this information. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]










