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[bookmark: _Hlk92870904]Introduction
This report discusses sustainable development strategies that the government and the city of London are doing to meet their sustainable development goal.
In October 2021, the mayor of London introduced an important policy related to the improvement of the air quality showing his commitment. 






What is sustainable development?


According to (science.org,) the United Nations’ overriding paradigm is sustainable development. The Bruntland Commission report of 1987 defined sustainable development as “development that meets the demands of the present without jeopardising future generation’s ability to meet their own needs.”

[image: Sustainable development goals: all you need to know | Sustainable  development goals | The Guardian]









Source: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jan/19/sustainable-development-goals-united-nations
[bookmark: _Hlk92870993]Why is sustainable development important?
According to (Reddy, 2018) up to a million mammals are starved and suffocated a year due to becoming caught up in debris embedded into the sea such as plastic bottles, this also causes starvation. The bottles that end up in the ocean can take many years to decompose up to 450
[image: How many plastic water bottles are in the ocean right now? - Quora]







This is an image of a diver surrounded by bottles in the ocean bed.
The picture was taken from: Quora.com

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals

[bookmark: _Hlk92871085][bookmark: _Hlk92902405]These are the 17 sustainable goals from the United Nations 2015
A brief description of the 17 goals:

[image: Text

Description automatically generated]Goal 1: Ending poverty:
The United Nation (2015) suggest by 2030 a stop to extreme poverty should be implemented globally. Poverty is not accepted. Equal rights to the vulnerable poor women and men making sure they have access to economic resources. For example, services which is a basic requirement to all. Control over their property and ownership of land by 2030. To also achieve a system for social protection which is an appropriate measure for all.

Goal 2: Zero Hunger:
[image: ]Ending hunger is a priority for all and improving on sustainable agriculture and achieving good food security. Food that is healthy and efficient. Making it possible that Women in particular fishermen and farmers can continue having a productive income and double their agriculture business.

Goal 3: Good Health and well-being:
[image: ]Promote good well-being and healthy life for everyone regardless of age by 2030. Ensuring vaccines and all necessary medicines are affordable to all. Ending widespread diseases globally. For example, Aids, tropical diseases, hepatitis, tuberculosis, and malaria. Decrease death which occurs from hazardous chemicals in our water supply and soil and any other contamination.





Goal 4:
By 2030 making sure everyone has the opportunity to quality education for lifelong learning. Every boy and girl should be ready for primary education as a result of receiving early quality development care. Ensuring all adults have access to a good education for employment would give them the opportunity to a decent career prospect.

Goal 5:
Discrimination should come to an end for women and girls globally by 2030. Exploitation should also be abolished for women and girls. For example, forced marriage and human trafficking. Embrace and enhance strong laws and effective policies that advance gender equality of every girl and woman which would empower them regardless of their position.

Goal 6:
Ensuring everyone is provided with clean water by the year 2030. This can be achieved by improving pollution stop hazardous waste from entering the water supply. Introducing more programmes globally to educate the importance of sanitation giving communities the support they need to improve by 2030.

Goal 7:
By the year 2030 ensuring the efficiency of the global rate is double and improved for energy. Increase support programmes to enable under developing countries to gain the infrastructure needed to receive sustainable energy service.


Goal 8:
By 2030 decent work opportunities and equal pay should be given to every woman and man this also includes young adults and every person who has a disability. Immediate action will be implemented to eliminate human trafficking and modern slavery, also abolish the use of using children as foot soldiers. Protect migrant workers ensuring they can work safe and secure in the right environment.

Goal 9:
Making it possible by 2030 all under developing countries have the opportunity to have access to affordable internet which would allow them to communicate and work in partnership globally and effectively and receive the right information to have a good standard of life.


Goal 10:
Make sure by 2030 the gap for income is reduced between rich and poor. Strengthen institutions and financial global markets which would improve regulations that are implemented. Abolish any prejudiced concerning laws and policies by 2030. Eliminate inequalities and ensure every person has the right to a fair and equal opportunity.


Goal 11:
Ensuring by 2030 everyone should have access to decent and affordable housing. Improving on properties that are in disrepair. Improving on transport making sure they are affordable and safe especially for children and every individual who have special needs/disability, for example, making sure ramps are provided for anyone in a wheelchair do not have to struggle with access to use any form of public transport.

Goal 12: By 2030 the aim is to be more responsible in using resources to reduce waste from the supply chain and production line and also through retail on a global level. For example, reducing waste by stopover purchasing when not necessary. There is a chance of Covid-19 jeopardising the progress made in recent decades towards any rights for women and gender equality. Covid-19’s effects on girls and women are magnified merely by the morality of their sex across all domains, from the economy, security to social protection and health 

Goal 13:
Educating everyone about climate change and implementing policies globally should be a strategy everyone should meet. Educating more people to be more aware of the importance of climate change. For example, reducing pollution by disposing of plastic bags correctly, turning off lights if they are not needed or necessary. We can all take responsibility for a very good cause.

Goal 14:
By 2030 all Debry should be removed from the ocean bed, for example, plastic bags and plastic bottles. Manage and conserve marine and coastal ecosystems sustainably to avoid substantial adverse consequences, particularly by enhancing their resilience, and take measures to restore them to attain productive and healthy seas.

Goal 15:
Making sure the conservation of the forest is kept sustainably. Take immediate measures to put a stop to trafficking and poaching of protected flora and fauna, as well as to address both the demand for and supply of illegal goods of wildlife.

Goal 16:
By 2030 death should be reduced and violence to children and the exploration of human trafficking. Reduce all types of violence and their associated rates of death significantly throughout the world. Strengthen national institutions where it is necessary, especially via international collaboration strengthening at all levels the capacity, particularly any conflict, violent crime, or terrorism.

Goal 17:
Assist poor nations to boost revenue such as tax, this would mobilize and strengthen resources.

Ensuring all nations work in partnership at all levels, for example, the 17 goals can only be successful if everyone is prepared to take control by working in partnership globally, national, regional and at a local level, that prioritise the earth and also people.  

SD Goal 3 ‘Good Health & wellbeing’
According to United Nations (2015) goal, 3 is about promoting and ‘ensuring good health and wellbeing for all people everywhere in the world’. Many people around the world are still dying of poor health. For example, poor sanitation contributes to diarrhoea, hepatitis, cholera, typhoid, and polio. According to United Nations (2015), many children are dying of poor growth and development due to lack of nutrition, lack of vaccination, kidney disease, heart disease and digestive tract diseases. Many women around the world are dying through childbirth. For example, this is a result of having high blood pressure. Another cause of death is related to contracting an infection that usually occurs after giving birth. Unsafe abortion is also another cause of death. According to PHE (2021), There are several alarming suicide rates due to poor mental health in schools and collage. (Nice,2021) suggest that support should be implemented in every school, to embrace a thorough approach to encourage the benefit of sustaining good health for all.  

The initiative adopted by the UK Government in achieving SD Goal 3
The Government introduced a campaign for smokers called Stoptober which was launched in 2012. The campaign is now in its tenth year. The programme aims to motivate smokers to quit smoking. According to Public Health England (2021), smoking is the cause of premature deaths in the UK there are currently 75,000 deaths a year which could be preventable. The figure from PHE shows an estimate of 6 million people who still smoke. Since the Covid-19 pandemic began the figures increased by half estimated at 45% this is due to boredom, anxiety, and the stress of life in general. According to PHE statistics collected from the monthly UCL, the smoking toolkit suggest the number of young people under the age of 35 years old has increased since the beginning of the covid-19 pandemic estimated at 24%.
This campaign is an example of the Government working in partnership with other agencies such as NHS and Public Health England to achieve goal 3

There are numerous health advantages.
Because of the disturbance due to the pandemic smokers are finding it more challenging. The Stoptober mass quit effort is more important than ever this year.
Just think of what the average person can save by quitting smoking. According to PHE (2021), the price for a pack of 20 cigarettes is approximately £13.60 the average smoker can save at least £4,964 a year. According to CDC (2020), The benefits of quitting would give you a better quality of life for example even if you have smoked for several years, you can add approximately 10 years to your life expectancy which would reduce premature death.  
[bookmark: _Hlk92903240]Goal 4 ‘Quality Education’
The aim of goal 4 is to make education accessible to all by 2030. Making it possible that all girls and boys have free primary and secondary education ensuring this will lead to a successful result. This also relates to lifelong learning and aims to provide all adults with the skills they require to access employment.
The initiative adopted by the UK Government in achieving SD Goal 4
According to the Department for Education (2021), the UK government is meeting goal 4 by introducing (EYFS) Early years Foundation Stage, a curriculum that is a requirement for all settings and providers this also includes school reception, childminders, nurseries, and preschools. For instance, the curriculum provides guidance, and teaching for children at an early stage of childhood, from birth to 5 years old It also provides further development and supports the child’s learning abilities. This helps to identify the children’s target by supporting their needs if there are any to be met. According to the Department of Education (2021) children who as English as an additional language struggle to communicate with others. Working in partnership with parents helps to support the child’s home language this would allow the child to achieve their goal. According to the Department of Education (2021), Play is a very important part for any child to develop this would help the child to explore which would help them to think and connect with other children and adults alike and boost their confidence. According to the Department of Education (2021) Since the UK government introduced early years and Ofsted, providers are now able to do the job more effectively regarding inspections before the agencies involvement there were no procedures in place regarding the government guidelines. Now they can ensure suitability and help promote children’s health and wellbeing.
This programme is also linked with 15 hours of free early years education. For example, every child between the age of 3-4 qualifies to receive 15 hours of childcare weekly over 38 weeks. 
What are the Strategies and Policies implemented by the Greater London Authority - GLA in meeting Goal 3,4 and 17?
Greater London Authority – ULEZ - GLA Policy for Goal 3
In October 2021 the Mayor of London introduced an important policy related to the improvement of the quality of air in London, showing commitment towards goal 3. This policy is known as ULEZ – Ultra Zone Emission Zone.  According to the Greater London Authority (2021) The biggest challenge in London, today is air pollution which has seen a sharp rise in death 9,400 over the past years due to poor air quality this has cost the health care service approximately £1.4 and £3.7. Since the Mayor of London introduced the programme to tackle pollution there has been a reduction of air pollution most vehicles have complied with RULES emissions standards 77% of motorists have engaged in making the environment a lot better for the health of our citizens (GLA,2021). Many Londoners have suffered over the years.  For example, a report conducted by (Laville, 2020) suggests a young girl from Lewisham lost her life in February 2013, due to bad exposure to air pollution she suffered a severe asthma attack. The mother of the child fought for years to get justice after years of pursuing a second coroner decided to re-examine the case, the mother’s perseverance paid off legal history was made for the very first time in the United Kingdom, which has made it impossible to disregard the dangerous level of air pollution that we are facing in London. The coroner stated that the little girl was lawfully killed of high levels of nitrogen dioxide which was well above the legal guidelines set by (Who,2021). The family lives in an area of London where pollution was way above EU and national legal limits.     

[bookmark: _Hlk92903386]Greater London Authority - GLA Policy for goal 4
 London Strategic Migration Partnership 2020/21
According to (LSMP,2020/21) The home office and the Greater London Authority have jointly come together as a partnership to tackle the migrant and refugee crisis in London. The programme aims to eliminate barriers in communities and to make services accessible to all such as information and advice and ESOL. According to (LSMP,2020/21) there are still a considerable number of migrants in London who speak no English at all. Employers are encouraged to take part in the scheme allowing employee’s time off to attend classes. Some employers have arranged for tutors to conduct classes on the premises to ensure their employees do not miss out on completing their allocated shifts at the same time they are also able to support their families.
Research conducted by the Greater London Authority, (2021) suggests that meeting goal 17 can only be achieved by working in partnership with the stakeholders. This would allow the GLA to meet their sustainable goals for London. For instance, the goals can only be implemented if all agencies and stakeholders work together.    
The benefit and the positive impact of the goals on London.
Research conducted by (LSMP,2020/21) found that the benefit of introducing the pilot scheme ESOL for migrants living in London would improve their English, allowing them to be confident with co-workers and visitors which would in able them to communicate more effectively within the workforce. The company would also benefit, for instance, it would allow employees to perform more productively when carrying out their jobs. The scheme also allows migrants who are new to London to settle and integrate within a community setting. According to (LSMP,2020/21 Most migrants find themselves in menial jobs due to speaking very little English or in some cases no English at all. The scheme also gives them a better career opportunity within the corporation they work for. I believe this would also give them the confidence to enrol and achieve other qualifications which they would not have been able to do. The scheme also allows the migrants to take part in discussions within the workforce where many would not have been too shy to take part in conversations.
[bookmark: _Hlk92894482]Recommendations for improvement for London in meeting the goals 3, 4 and 17.
Promoting ESOL classes 
 There need to be more advertisements available to make it more accessible to all migrants in London who would like the opportunity to attend an ESOL class. More employers should think about signing up on the programme and deciding where the classes would take place on the premises there also needs to be a rota in place, so it doesn’t become a problem for the employees to attend whilst completing their shifts. There need to be regular staff meetings in place to talk about the progression of each employee who attends. As I have previously mentioned it would be a great idea for employers to sign up because it would be beneficial to their organization for example employees’ performance would improve having gained confidence which would allow them to communicate better with their colleagues. 
Promoting physical exercise 
The Government needs to continue to highlight the importance of walking and cycling to school rather than taking public transport where it is possible to do so any programme should be consistent this approach would be extremely beneficial to all who chooses to take part in any programme. For example, it would improve health and wellbeing.
[bookmark: _Hlk92362185]The Government should introduce a scheme for all schools that thinks of ideas on how to save energy they should also be rewarded by having an incentive in place to encourage the pupils. Parents should also have the opportunity to get involved, making it more interesting for the children. Every month they should have a meeting inviting the parents to talk about the progress made. 
A curriculum for mental health 
I believe there should be a curriculum implemented in schools and universities for mental health. There should also be a trained professional appointed to identify the signs. For example, if a pupil was very talkative and suddenly became very quiet and withdrawn that could be a possible sign. Research conducted by (Cunliffe,2021) suggests Since the start of the covid-19 pandemic, a lot of young people have been affected, by mental health disorders due to the isolation of being cut off from friends and family members or even the fact of not being able to attend classes daily. Mental health however should frequently be spoken about this would eliminate any stigma attached. According to (Cunliffe, 2021) Young people find talking to a friend about their problem are a lot easier than speaking to a family member. It would not be an easy subject for everyone to talk about but with the encouragement, I believe it would help. Research conducted by (Cunliffe, 2021) suggests since November 2017 one in eight young adults have been identified with a mental disorder. There has been an increase since July 2020 one in six.     
Solve the housing crisis in London
 The government needs to inject more funds into the housing which would provide more affordable homes for lower-income families they also need to tackle and deal with all repairs that are outstanding throughout the boroughs especially in London.
Private Landlords should not be allowed to rent a property without prior inspection from the Environmental Health Department to ensure every property meets the required standard expected.
According to TLDR News (2021) right to buy housing act was introduced in 1980 by Margaret Thatcher who was the prime minister at the time. As a  result of introducing the right to buy the scheme has led to an impact on the number of social housing available, TLDR News (2021) also states that the government is spending less on social housing the reason for this is the lack of finance available. For example, in 1979 there were 6.5 million affordable homes to let which reduced considerably in the last thirty-eight years down to 2.0 million by the end of 2017. 
According to a survey conducted by Dimoldenberg (2021) states that over 8 million people in the UK are forced to live in unsuitable and poor housing accommodations. For example, (ITV News,2021) documented that tenant in the borough of Croydon are forced to live in damp properties, walls, that are filled with black mould properties which are on the verge of collapsing. 
According to the Local Government Association (2019), Housing circumstances affect a person's health. Poor housing leads to or causes a variety of avoidable diseases and accidents, including bronchial disease nervous system, heart, and cancer disorders. The majority of house accidents are the result of poor Maintenance. According to the Local Government Association (2019), many tenants across London have developed poor health due to living in poor accommodation which is putting enormous strain on the NHS.  Around 2.5 billion every year is spent by the NHS to treat tenants who suffer ill-health, this could be avoided.
if councils and private landlords provided habitable housing needs for their tenants.  Failure to address housing repairs issues forced some tenants to live in dangerous conditions which have led to disastrous consequences
 (ITV News 2021) also, suggest “Croydon is one of the worse boroughs in the UK”. To make matters worse many of these properties are excessively overpriced and have inhumane living conditions.  (ITV News,2021) also states that the situation is in many of the other boroughs across London. For example, an incident that left a six-year-old girl fighting for her life with catastrophic injuries resulting in a concrete fireplace collapsing on top of her while playing in the flat where she lives with her mother (ITV News, 2021) goes on to say that the little girl is very lucky to be alive with the injuries she sustained she has been left with the loss of sight in one eye and the loss of hearing in one ear.  The problem is so serious, with several boroughs and private landlords in London who are not addressing the tenants’ complaints.
According to Department for Communities and Local Government (2017), the government has pledged that they want to
•	Involve communities to have a say on any new proposal for developing new homes.
•	Improving communities through implementing existing laws against vacant homes and assisting regions particularly impacted by holiday homes.
•	Assuring that plan begins with a fair evaluation of any demand for new housing making sure that the UK Government collaborate with existing neighbours to avoid deferring unpleasant decision made.
•	Make sure that homes are built in locations where it is appropriate and carried out at the appropriate time with funds of £2.3 billion allocated by the Government.
•	Assisting builders in expanding faster by resolving needless delays which have been created by issues related to planning. Also granting licences to threatened species and examining a novel way to developer involvement with relation to the building.

Department for Communities and Local Government (2017) suggest by constructing the houses that Britain requires and providing a more equitable rental market, we can ensure that children growing up in today’s society have a greater opportunity of experiencing the same way their parent's generation did. It certainly will guarantee that the property market will be as fair as possible for individuals as they are not homeowners as those who are. It is a fundamental component of their proposal for the UK a necessary step on the route to completing the objective by doing so it would make the UK a functioning country for all.

There need to be more advertisements available to make it more accessible to all migrants in London who would like the opportunity to attend an ESOL class. More employers should think about signing up on the programme and deciding where the classes would take place on the premises there also needs to be a rota in place, so it doesn’t become a problem for the employees to attend whilst completing their shifts. There need to be regular staff meetings in place to talk about the progression of each employee who attends. As I have previously mentioned it would be a great idea for employers to sign up

Conclusion
I believe the government will meet the target for the Ultra-Low Emission Zone because they have enough time to meet the target.  I also believe the government is doing a great job working in partnership with the GLA supporting migrants and refugees in London the UK government has strongly demonstrated that they have the confidence to work in partnership with public and private sectors, they also work internationally with outside agencies.  In my opinion, I cannot see the government meeting the challenges regarding the housing crisis, this has been an ongoing situation for many years. 
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