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What are the risks of ineffective engagement between police and local communities, and how might poor engagement affect community cohesion?
This assignment will assess the risks of ineffective engagement from local communities and local authorities. It will be addressed how Community cohesion could be affected by a lack of engagement. The purpose of this assignment is to clarify the reason that the Police Reform Act 2002 has been enacted. The loss of funds between 2010 and 2018 shall be investigated, concerning the effect on police stations. It will look at surveys of the public’s confidence in the police and if any confidence was lost after the murder of Sarah Everard and the Black Lives Matter movement. The reason crime victims don't come forward is because of these reasons. It will explain the definition of Community engagement and explore the methods of engagement. There will be an examination of the effects on community policing from social media.
The ideology of community policing can be traced back to 1829 when Sir Robert Peel established the Metropolitan Police in London. He is also known as the founder of modern policing, he launched the principles of democratic policing. His ideas included that the police service needed to seek the cooperation of the public and prioritize crime prevention. Peel stated the police are the public and the public are the police (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 1994).
During 2002 the Police Reform Act 2002 was created. The act was needed to amend the law relating to sex offender orders, to amend the law relating to anti-social behaviour orders, and to make new provisions about the supervision, administration, functions, and conduct of police forces, police officers, and other people serving with or performing roles concerning the police and their powers. The act has also provided for the exercise of police powers by persons who are not police officers (Legislation.gov.uk, 2023). On the 24th of July 2002, the Police Reform Act 2002 created the role of Police Community Support Officer (PCSO). PCSOs are based in local communities to be a gateway between the police and the local communities. PCSOs provide police presence in communities, but they do not have the same powers as regular police officers (Thames Valley Police, 2022).

In January 2018 the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan stated between the years 2010 and 2018 the funding from the Home Office to the Metropolitan Police had been cut by 700 million or close to 40%. This has caused 38 police stations just within the Metropolitan area to be forced to close to save £8 million a year (London City Hall, 2018). A report carried out by the House of Commons showed as a result of the funding loss an estimated 600 police stations were shut across England and Wales between 2010 and 2018. After these stations were closed there was a drop in crimes reported to the police, in 2010 more than 900 crimes were reported the only 500 crimes reported in 2019. This is a drop of around 45%. (Alison Pratt, 2019).
Community engagement is key for any community that wants to make changes within its community and police must engage with the communities. This will ensure that officers can get a better idea of the needs and priorities of the community, help is crucial in dealing with crime or preventing it. How to tailor the service and needs that the community expect from the police force. To help identify and protect those at risk in these areas through partnerships with partners from the community. To help to identify and disrupt organised crime, with a view to reducing its risk and harm. (Andy Myhill, 2012).
After a survey was completed in London the public lost 5% in the confidence in the police. The public believes that the police are neglecting some areas, they think that the police are more focused on fighting terrorism and organised crime instead of dealing with the crimes and issues that the public believes to be important. After the murder of Sarah Everard, the public has lost trust and is afraid to approach them. Members of the Black community felt the same way after the Black Lives Matter movement in 2020 after the death of George Floyd who was killed by a police officer in Minneapolis United States of America. After these events, a number of the public who lives in these communities are too afraid to report crime or don’t have the trust in the police to see their crimes investigated to their fullest (Katerina Duran Mynenko and Dr Keith Ditcham, 2022).
One of the reasons is that the victim may have been badly treated by the police in the past or perceive the police as the enemy- young black men are more likely to be stopped and searched and this may give a negative impression that the police are institutionally racist, and the public may think their racism might lead them to not take them seriously if they reported a crime – the victim might think that if they are racist, then they wouldn’t bother trying to track down someone who harmed a black person. The higher chance of a black ethnicity person to a white ethnicity being stopped searched. This is proven by the United Kingdom government's ethnicity facts and figures from 2020 to 2022. From 2020 to 2021 over 40000 black ethnical people were stopped and searched by only 7400 white ethnical people. The same happened in 2021 to 2022 over 27000 black people were subject to stop and search to 5600 white people (Gov.uk, 2023).
The relations between police and the community can be seriously affected when a police force does not interact with the public. The risk is that the public's confidence in the police will be lost and there will be a lack of legitimacy in the eyes of the public. The police will not be able to predict possible changes in the needs and priorities of the community due to the negative impact of strategic policing. Increased threat, risk and harm to vulnerable people. Unrealistic public expectations of the services within the police. Tactical policing is negatively influenced by a lack of awareness about change in society and the absence of tensions that have yet to be identified. Public disengagement from problem-solving and involvement, results in services that are less effective at responding to the needs of their citizens or need more police resources (College of Policing, 2023).
The confidence cycle was developed to aid in fostering trust between the community and the police. The first of the cycle's eight segments is community participation. Levels of neighbourhood priorities may be determined with the support of community involvement, and after these priorities have been established, police can work with the community to solve problems together. Following the police's resolution of community issues, communities' confidence and faith in the police force grew. The community will provide the police with information from inside the community after trust and confidence have been established with the police. The National Intelligence Model directs the intelligence, which leads the police to the beginning of the confidence cycle and prompts them to reengage with the community (College of Policing, 2023).
However, studies show that the public's trust in the Police has risen by 15% since the worldwide pandemic hit in 2020, indicating that the public either has little or no confidence in Police officers (Tudor, S, 2023).
Engagement from officers on frontline patrols is essential in any crime that is being investigated, forming and building trust and bonds with the community is what helps the police solve cases. However, during COVID-19 it was reported that police officers had to interview over calls with the public this made the public's trust towards officers decline further from 63% in 2015/16 to 56% in 2019/20 (Tudor, S, 2023).
However, the College of Policing, (2023) say that Engagement should be viewed as a vital component of police work, influencing and informing all aspects of policing. Effective public involvement is dependent on leadership that is sincere in their commitment. Senior managers and leaders must devote the required amount of staff time, energy, and money to engagement. To ensure that everyone can participate, this may entail offering communities and employees assistance and training.
To help find out how the possibility of poor engagement affects community cohesion, first community cohesion will have to be explained. Community cohesion is defined by the National Policing Improvement Agency, (2023) as when a different group of people in the community combine and get along very well. Integration is a major contribution to the success of Community cohesion where new and existing residents adapt to each other. Coherence allows individuals to feel that they belong to the place, group or community. In the communities, when people get to know each other well in their neighbourhood, it feels more secure and at ease. This improves people's perceptions of poor living conditions, increases their positive attitudes towards other people and government programmes that help, and, most importantly raises overall happiness and well-being.
Combating violent extremism can also be aided by a strong community. Extremist beliefs are less likely to flourish in a society where residents have greater touch, connections, and understanding with one another (National Policing Improvement Agency, 2023).
Research carried out by Williams, E & Hesketh, (2017) suggests the police can use social media to engage with the public in a powerful way. The police force may communicate and disseminate information to any citizen in the area where they are active on social media, using the power of the internet and social media. The police can work with the public in a faster and more effective way. To develop a relationship between the police and the public, it is important that they ask for help from the public or spread good news.
A study carried out by Jones, S Justine (2023) suggests iGen has a much stronger connection to the internet and social media, the majority of them said they would rather speak to someone online than face to face.
However, many members of the public believe that the police are using social media more often rather than using police officers and staff to patrol local areas. Many members of the older generation are unable to use the internet and social media and would like to speak to a police officer to report a crime or an issue from the local area. Social media can also be used by the public to spread information about the police before it was impossible. Even when the issue is in another country, that information can lead to a loss of confidence and trust in the police. This can be seen in the case of the death of George Floyd, the incident happened in the United States of America which caused riots there and the movement moved across the world to the United Kingdom. It has been a major setback to the UK police force, causing protests in this country and leading to a massive loss of public confidence. (Sean Dawkins, 2023).

Finally, it has been established that communities throughout the United Kingdom rely on Community policing to feel safe in local areas. The effects that can happen when the police do not engage with the community can be devastating against them. The major setback is losing confidence and trust in the police, there are a lot of different ways they can build people's faith. Not every community is the same and needs a different approach from law enforcement. An estimated 600 police stations have been shut down as a result of the loss of approximately £700 million, which has lasted over 8 years and reduced crime rates by 45%. After the murder of Sarah Everard and the Black Lives Matter movement, the public lost confidence in the police. Victims do not wish to make complaints to the people because of past indents, this divides the police and communities.
A higher number of black ethnicity people being stopped and searched than white ethnicity people results in black ethnicity communities losing trust in the police and not wanting to report crimes to the police. Overall, there has been an overall loss of public confidence and trust in the police. Due to the negative influence of strategic policing, police will no longer be able to predict possible changes in community needs and priorities. There is a growing danger, risks and harm to those in need. Public expectations of the services in police departments are unrealistic.
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To what extent do response officers have a role in counter-terrorism policing?
The extent to which response officers play a role in the fight against terrorism will be explained in this essay. The definition of a response officer, and what constitutes terrorism in the United Kingdom, is to be defined in this essay. The power that officers have to stop and search under Terrorism Act 2000, the essay will weigh the negatives and positives of the stop and search powers and what could happen if these powers were abused. We'll examine the instances of Sohail Anjum and Rajib Karim and some recent terrorist attacks within the United Kingdom. The essay will look into the Manchester Area bombing how response officers helped and if a more specialist department could have done better. How fraud and money laundering are used by terrorist organisations to raise funds. An incident where a police officer who was involved in a terror group was working with the police and how they got found.
To understand the role that response officers undertake to counter terrorism the definition of “terrorism” must be looked at. Terrorism is defined by section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000. As the use or threat of action where the action is used or threatened. Involves serious violence against a person or serious property damage, endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action. The action is likely to have serious consequences for the health and safety of the general population or a certain section of the public, or it may be carried out in such a way as to seriously influence or jeopardise the functioning of an electronically controlled system. In order to advance a political, religious, racial or ideological cause, the use or threat is intended to affect the government or an international governmental organisation or intimidate the public or a section of the public (Gov.uk, 2023).
There are two types of terrorism, the first being international terrorism. This is where groups who are based outside the United Kingdom train, recruit and plan attacks. These groups will focus on the extreme interpretations of Islam to try and justify the actions that they carry out. These groups will carry out attacks on Westernised countries and their way of life. Examples of these groups are Al Qaeda and Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. The other type is domestic groups these are Right Wing, Left Wing, Single Issue and Anarchist. These types of individuals are based in the United Kingdom and will carry out attacks to support their ideologies, they will recruit from within the United Kingdom. Examples of these groups are Combat 18 and the Socialist Labour Party (Security Service MI5, 2023).
The definition of a response officer needs to be explained to determine the extent to which response officers play a role in the fight against terrorism. For all police forces in England and Wales, the College of Police is a professional body. They define a response officer as a police officer who responds to emergency and non-emergency calls from the public. They're the heart of the police force, and often the first contact of the public with a police officer. They shall play a primary role in protecting life and limb (College of Policing (2023).
Under Section 43 of the Terrorism Act 2000, when a police officer has reasonable grounds for suspecting that an individual in a public place is a terrorist, police officers can stop and search them. The officer has the power to search anything that that individual has on their person to constitute that they are a terrorist. The officer may search the vehicle under the same section if the individual is in a vehicle or has a vehicle nearby. Section 43(2) of the Terrorism Act 2000 gives a police constable rights to complete a search of an individual who has been arrested under Section 41 of the same act to gather evidence that they are a terrorist (Gov.uk, 2023).
Another stop and search power police constables have in Section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000. Under this section, a senior police officer can authorise certain zones where constables may stop and search vehicles and individuals without reasonable suspicion. This section was taken to the European Court of Human Rights in January 2009 by two individuals called Kevin Gillan and Pennie Quinton. The court found that Section 44 was a violation of their rights under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. Under this Section between 2000 and 2008, 108,714 people have been stop and searched. Only 1442 individuals were arrested and only 147 were for a terrorism offence. Since 2000 zero individuals have been convicted of a terrorism offence (Justice.org.uk, 2022). 
There have been cases of police officers abusing their powers under the Terrorism Act. Most commonly when officers are dealing with police auditors. Officers are using their power to complete stops and searches on people who are filming outside police stations. The Independent Office for Police Conduct investigated a complaint from a 16-year-old boy who was detained under the Terrorism Act as a result of this excessive force was used by an inspector at the police station. The boy was found not guilty of any offences and the inspector was found guilty of common assault (IOPC, 2022). 
Since 2005 there have been 97 deaths within the United Kingdom in terrorism attacks, 56 of the deaths occurred in London on the 7th of July 2005 This attack is also known as the 7/7 attack. In 2017 there were three separate attacks, the first being the Westminster Bridge which led to 6 deaths including a police officer. The second that year was Manchester Arena during an Ariana Grande concert that led to 23 deaths. The last attack in 2017 was the London Bridge attack which had 11 deaths (Allen, G., Burton, M. & Pratt, A. 2022).  
Even after all the hard work the multiple access that is put into preventing terror attacks, however, these do still happen. The attacks are spontaneous, and as a result of this, the specialist departments are one of the last to attend the incident. The first responders to the incident are the response department of the police. During the Manchester Arena, there were four British Transport Police (BTP) outside the arena before the attack, it only took 30 seconds after the explosion for them to react and respond. Within 10 minutes a further 19 officers from BTP attended the arena, and the BTP started to provide crucial first aid to the injured. Some of the officers transported casualties to the hospital before paramedics arrived at the scene JESIP (2023). 
The response officers at the Manchester arena will also face a set of disadvantages. Sir John Saunders (2021) found during his inquiry into the attack was there were around 14,000 people who attended the arena to watch Ariana Grande. BTP only had four officers on duty to oversee it, that's a ratio of 3,500 to one officer. Before the explosion, there were no police officers in public areas of the Victoria Exchange Complex. The officers that were deployed failed to be alert to the possibility of a terrorist attack. A Counter Terrorism Security Advisor had provided British Transport Police with advice leading up to the attack, if BTP followed or deployed more specialist officers to the area he believed that the loss of life and injuries would have been less. Officers did not believe that it was a bomb when off and thought it was a train crash and did not reach it accordingly. 
Terrorist groups can make money in many ways, The first way is donations which can be contributions to the groups by individuals from all around the world who share the same ideologies as the groups. These groups use charities and non-profit organisations to help them fund their groups, sometimes members of the public will send money to these charities without knowing that they are being used to fund these extremist groups. An example of this is in February 2013 three males named Ashik Ali, Ifran Khalid and Ifran Naseer were convicted of committing acts in preparation for terrorist attacks. They raised approximately £14,000 by posing as a charity Muslim Aid, they wore high visibility vests and used collection bits to raise the money (HM Treasury, 2015).
Terrorist groups also use ID theft or fake IDs to contribute to their cause. These groups are opening bank and credit accounts through the use of ID theft or fraud. With the use of false identity members of the groups can travel freely both internationally and nationally. With the use of false identity individuals can gain access to restricted areas (UWTSD, 2023). 
In 2017 14 people were convicted of supplying falsified identity documents, these documents were used by Islamist Militants Najim Laachraoui and Salah Abdeslam. These males were involved in the terror attacks in Paris and Brussels, Laachraoui killed himself and more than 30 people and hundreds more were injured. Abdeslam was involved in the shooting and bombing in Paris, where 130 people were killed. Abdeslam escaped France and into Belgium using the fake identification that was made for him and was at large for many months (BBC NEWS, 2017).
With response officers being the front line of policing, they play a big role in the fight against terrorism. Fraud can be a big part of helping fund terrorism, response officers attend the incidents where fraud has been reported. The officers would gather the information from the victim, this would be the phone number used, and bank accounts where money has been sent to or requested. This information will be used to track down the suspects, this information will get sent to Action Fraud. Action Fraud will investigate and pass on the information to the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB), which will investigate if the crime is linked to terrorism (Action Fraud, 2023).
In 2020 a response officer from the Metropolitan Police was arrested on suspicion of neo-Nazi terror offences. A 21-year-old was suspected to be linked to a neo-Nazi group called National Action, this group has been banned by the British government. The concern was raised by a fellow response officer from his team who reported him to his manager due to the officer showing signs of pro neo-Nazi ideology. Whilst the Independent Office of Police Conduct said there’s nothing to suggest there is any threat to the public it's still worry that that a person who shares this ideology has passed vetting and is working within the police service (Lizzie Dearden, 2020).
In conclusion, a major role in combating terrorism is played by the front-line response officers. Major terrorist attacks happen without any warning meaning that response officers who are working are the first to attend and relay back that a terrorist attack has happened to their supervisor. The Response Officers provide first aid and transport of injured patients to hospitals, thereby saving lives as well as reducing the number of injuries that are life-changing. All persons entering the police must be screened concerning the possibility that terrorists might join them. There is still a chance that even after the vetting an officer still has the possibility of being part of a terror group or sharing their ideology. It's up to response teams, which are the biggest police force in the country, to report anyone with signs of terrorist ideology to their command.
Officers can use section 43 of the Terrorism Act 2000 to make stop and searches on persons they suspect are part of terrorism, it is an important tool for police officers. Officers can stop an individual who may be carrying out a terrorist attack and gather intelligence on terror groups. These officers were able to protect a huge number of lives. Following Article 44 of the Terrorism Act, officers also have separate powers to stop and search. The power is being examined for numerous reasons, in particular following a single case brought before the European Court of Human Rights that violated people's human rights according to Article 8 of the ECHR. Second, zero individuals were found guilty of a terrorism offence during the searches carried out under this legislation on 108,714 persons.
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