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I have gained knowledge of Academic Integrity, conventions of referencing and digital literacy because of my experience with the Learning in the Digital Era module. Prior to this experience, I only had a limited amount of understanding about Academic Integrity, Plagiarism and formulating references. When I initially started this module, I was unsure about the best way to paraphrase, and how to evaluate the reliability of information from the internet. As the module has progressed, through structure, feedback and having the chance to practice, I have gained a substantial amount of knowledge and skills regarding academic integrity, plagiarism, referencing and digital literacy.
As far as my learning about academic integrity, plagiarism and digital literacy through the above-mentioned module, I now feel that since references are technical requirements; and therefore, demonstrate accountability and transparency for academic writing. One of my earliest struggles was to understand the difference between citing, quoting, and paraphrasing, as well as to understand the factors that contribute to academic integrity and plagiarism. Over time, I have come to understand that committing plagiarism even in some way diminishes the ideals of fairness and trust in the community of those who are engaged in scholarly work; to maintain good standing as an ethical scholar, I must clearly cite others' ideas.
As time passed, I became increasingly comfortable and confident when creating a Harvard reference list. Learning this helped me to understand that academic writing is a structured and objective process, which relies on evidence rather than personal opinions.
In addition to my growth in digital literacy, I have also developed better awareness of the digital research platforms and tools available to me. I have learned to use them effectively, I have learned strategies for verifying the reliability of sources when conducting online research, I have developed an understanding of the importance of digital Responsibility, and I have also learned that I must verify the credibility, accuracy and relevance of all information I use for academic purposes. Consequently, I have improved my ability to find reliable, credible sources and to work independently when creating assignments using those sources.
I also have experienced a great amount of success while using digital platforms to search for and identify credible sources for my assignments. I have learned over the course of the module to establish a clear process to find and identify credible sources and have developed the skills necessary to work independently when creating assignments.
One of my personal challenges has been finding the time to learn how to properly, accurately and consistently use the Harvard formatting style. Ultimately, I have attained this knowledge by repeatedly practicing the Harvard formatting style, as well as receiving support from my tutor and feedback on my work and using other available resources to learn how to do research. I had an overwhelming sense of pride when I finally created a correct reference list.
Another difficulty I faced in this module was the challenge of becoming comfortable with paraphrasing without unintentionally plagiarising. After completing this module, I have developed a clearer way of paraphrasing and creating my own re-structured information. As I gained knowledge of how to paraphrase, the challenge of learning to paraphrase became much less intimidating.
Moving forward, I would like to increase my understanding of the proper way to reference materials as I become familiar with more complex sources. In addition, I will continue to increase my digital evaluation knowledge, thus allowing me to evaluate the credibility of a wide variety of different types of resources, which will allow me to determine if I will use each resource in my research projects.
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'he main difference: APA (Author-Date-Page) requires page num-
ers in direct quotes (e.g., Smith, 2020, p. 45), while Harvard

Author-Date) typically only needs author/year in-text (Smith, 2020), b mat

adding page numbers only for direct quotes, with slight variations in nz""’

bunctuation (like 'vs. &') and reference list titles ("References” for
APA, often "Works Cited/Bibliography" for Harvard). Both use
Author-Date in-text but APA is stricter, often including the page number for any quote.
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Referencing the ideas of other authors is an integral part of any academic work from
Undergraduate essays to PhD thesis writing. To avoid plagiarism, you must always inform
your reader about the sources of data you are citing in your draft. The basic rule of thumb

here is to provide references for every borrowed idea even if you paraphrase the original

quote.

You really cannot go ‘over the top’ with this activity since anti-plagiarism systems in modern
universities are getting stricter and stricter every year to prevent academic misconduct and
the use of text generation engines. Besides basic compliance, your capability to reference

the works of your predecessors reflects your respect and professionalism. Since your work
has to identify and address existing gaps in modern knowledge, you must first identify them

and explain why you consider your area of research novel and relevant.




