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Exercises in dating records

A) The abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering on the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II. 

The modern date for this is 19th August 1384. 

The reign of Richard II began on 22nd June 1377 and therefore the eighth year is 1384 (22nd June 1384 to 21st June 1385). The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary occurs on August 15th which therefore, in the eighth year of Richard II, must be in 1384 rather than 1385. In 1384, this day fell on a Sunday. The Thursday following this was 19th August 1384. 

C.R.Cheney, 'Saints' days and festivals used in dating', in A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History, ed. by C.R.Cheney. (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004), p. 78.

Fryde, E.B. et al, 'Richard II', in Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 36-37


B) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

The modern date for this is 23rd July 1250.

Anian I was bishop between 27th September 1249 and his death on 29th September 1266. The feast of St Mary Magdalene is 22nd July. Since the first year of Anian I’s pontification would be 27th September 1249 to September 26th 1250, this date of 22nd July would fall in 1250. The following day is 23rd July 1250. 

C.R.Cheney, 'Saints' days and festivals used in dating', in A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History, ed. by C.R.Cheney. (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004), p. 78.

Fryde, E.B. et al, ‘Bishops of Wales’ in Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 295.



C) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]

The modern date for this is February 25th 1311.

John Ketton was consecrated as bishop of Ely on 6th September 1310. Therefore, the Edward mentioned must be Edward II, who reigned between 8th July 1307 and 20 January 1327. The fourth year of his reign would therefore have been 8th July 1310- 7th July 1311. Easter in 1311 was 11th April and Ash Wednesday was February 24th. The Thursday after is February 25th. 

C.R.Cheney, 'Calendars for all possible dates of Easter', in A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History, ed. by C.R.Cheney. (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004), p. 158.

Fryde, E.B. et al, ‘Bishops of England: Ely’ in Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 244.

Fryde, E.B. et al, ‘Edward II’ in Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 39.

D) My estimate for the modern date is 1121-1123.

Considering that the text deals with the daughter and lands of Geoffrey Ridel being given to Richard Basset, it can be assumed that this is after Ridel’s death in the White Ship disaster of 25th November 1120. Therefore, the king is Henry I, who reigned between 5th August 1100 and 1st December 1135. By examining the names of those present, we can determine the latest date of the text. For example, Ranulf of Chester, who has a brother called William, is Ranulf le Meschin, 3rd Earl of Chester, who died in 1129. Furthermore, assuming this text is dated to shortly after Geoffrey Ridel’s death, it seems likely that the bishop of Lincoln mentioned is Robert Bloet, who was in position from 1093 until his death on 10th January 1123. The aforementioned earl of Chester was sent to Normandy in 1123-1124 and therefore could not be present at Woodstock. Furthermore, Humphrey I de Bohun, who seems to have died in 1123, is mentioned in the text, and therefore the latest this could be dated to is 1123. 

Additionally, in the turbulence following the death of William Adelin on 25th November 1120 and Henry I marrying Adeliza of Louvain at Windsor Castle in January 1121, I find it unlikely (although not impossible) that the text is dated to December 1120, and therefore my estimate is 1121-1123. 

Fryde, E.B. et al, ‘English Officers of State’ in Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 67-159.

Fryde, E.B. et al, ‘Henry I’ in Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 35.

Green, Judith A., 'Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), justice', Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (May 24, 2008) Oxford University Press <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23617> [accessed 10 May 2020].

King, Edmund, 'Ranulf (I) [Ranulf le Meschin], third earl of Chester (d. 1129), magnate.', Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (September 23, 2004), Oxford University Press. <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23127> [accessed 29 April 2020].

White, Graeme, 'Bohun, Humphrey de (b. before 1144, d. 1181), constable to Henry II', Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (May 24, 2012) Oxford University Press. <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-2774> [accessed 4 May 2020].
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