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Focussing on power and communication, critically discuss a social/political movement from a global perspective. Refer to theory, policy and practice. 
The main focus of this assignment is the movement of the suffragette’s movement and how women fought to have the same rights as men for equal pay and the right to vote. Within this assignment it will focus on power and communication in social policy and how it worked for the suffragette’s movement. Firstly, the assignment will look at the back ground of the suffragette’s movement how it was formed and what they have achieved over the past 100 years and how the movement have helped women within the home and workplace by achieving equal pay and the right to control their fertility (Knuttila,2008).  Secondly the assignment will explore how the movement communicated and what they done to get the attention of parliament these included lobbying, making banner with their message on and to the extreme they broke windows and threw stones and tried to rush the Houses of Parliament they done all of this to be heard (UK Parliament, 2016). The assignment will then look at the positive and negative outcomes that have come out of the movement Sad, (2009) explain that there have been many negative and positive outcomes and some of these that will be talked about are creating equality for women, how the movement have become anti-male and many feminists see man has rapists. It will also look at how we fourthly the assignment will the look at eight Millennium Development Goals that was not achieve by their deadline by 2015, following on from the failure of the eight Millennium Development Goals the 17 Sustainability Development Goals was created these are have been set out to be achieved by 2030, the assignment will look at the goals that have been set out protect women and girls and what they want to be achieved by the deadline (United Nations Sustainable Development, 2015).  Many people have criticized that these goals and they state that they will not be met or they are to complex (Gibbs, 2015). However, some people think that the goals important that it’s good that they exist (Kumar, 2017).  The assignment will look at different policies such as Equal Pay Act and the The Equality Act 2010 and how these policies protect women in today society (Gov.uk, 2010).  Lastly the assignment will explore how women are being oppressed within the home and work place and who benefits from oppressing women example the assignment will be using is the Harvey Weinstein scandal and how he oppressed women with his power within the movie industry (Screen Rant, 2017). the assignment will look at the #Me Too campaign and how it has helped women however it will explore the criticism by Germine Greer has she thinks the campaign will not work (Flood, 2018).

The sufferattes movement first started in 1832 when Henry Hunt MP by on behalf of a Mary Smith took the fist first petition to Parliament asking for women to have the vote (UK Parliament, 2018). In 1865 the Kensington Society which was led by Barbara Bodichon, Emily Davies and Elizabeth Garrett these women formed a discussion group for middle-class women within the group they discussed issue’s such as women having the vote (UK Parliament, 2016). Following on from Kensington Society in 1897 many local societies combined and formed the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies. This was led by Millicent Fawcett, and had around to 50,000 members by 1913. The union used nonviolent methods such as petitioning, lobbying, and marching. Emmeline Pankhurst who led the Women's Social and Political Union founded in 1903 used a different approach such as stone-throwing and window-breaking and in 1908 they tried to 'rush' the Houses of Parliament (UK Parliament, 2016).  In June 1913 at Epsom Derby Emily Wilding Davidson decided to throw herself under the king’s horse killing herself in the protest. People did not understand why she did this specially men they were confused why a well-educated woman would do commit suicide that way did not see how by doing this that it would help women get the vote (Paxman, 2013). In recent years’ investigators have looked into Epsom Derby incident and it has been proven that Emily Wilding Davidson was not trying to pull down the royal racehorse, she in fact tried reaching up to attach a scarf to its bridle (Thorpe, 2018). In 1914 the outbreak of World War One started and Emmeline Pankhurst told the suffragettes to stop their campaign and help support the Government with the War (Paxman, 2013).  In 1918 the work that was done by the women throughout World War led to the Representation of the People Act which was passed by Parliament and gave women over 30 the right to vote (UK Parliament, 1918). In 1928 the Equal Franchise Act 1928 came into force which enabled women over the age of 21 to vote this meant that men and women were at the same age to vote (UK Parliament, n.d.). In 1961 According Knuttila (2008) the contraceptive pill enabled woman to control their fertility for the first, this was for married women only and it was not till 1967 that all women could obtain the pill. Women having the right to control their fertility meant that they could choose when they wanted to have children later on so they could have a career or have an education (Knuttila, 2008). In 1970 The Equal Pay Act 1970 was produced but did not come in to force till 1975, this law was to unsure that Employers were paying men and women the same in the work place (Equal Pay Act, 1970). Since the suffragette’s movement there has been many more modern movement one being the HeForShe started Emma Watson in 2014 this campaign is about freedom of both sexes and that women and men equal rights and opportunities have not been achieved in any country.  She stated that “Both men and women should feel free to be strong,” Watson also stated that “men and women need to stop defining each other by what we are not and start defining ourselves by what we are” (Watson, 2014).   
The Equality Act 2010 is a law that protects people from discrimination in the workplace and in society this law replaced former anti-discrimination laws with this single Act, by having one law it will be easier to understand and make the law more powerful. The Equality Act 2010 protects women from four main types of under discrimination these being Direct discrimination an example of this is when a women or man is discriminated because of their sex, Indirect discrimination an example of this is if an employer advitices a job with the requirement that the applicants must be six feet tall, Harassment example of this is a women being treated different in the work place or losing their job because they have rejected sexual adventures from employer and Victimisation an example of treated unfairly because they have complaint about sex discrimination (Gov.uk, 2010). 
In today in the 21st century social media have had an impact on how social movements communicate as highlighted by Tufekci (2017) and Clark (2012) social media as a tool to shape movements online and offline at the local or global level. Social media not only enabled movements to connect and organize themselves at a little cost it has also given this oppurtunie to ordinary people and given them a voice. To demonstrate the power of 21st social media a good example of this the argument that Donald Trump won his presidential campaign thanks to social media and his 45 million follows as reported widely in the press (Shorey, 2016). At the start of the suffragette’s movement women communicated by making leaflet the first leaflet promoting women to have the vote was in 1847 (Casciani, 2003). Another form of communication the women used was banners example of this was Annie Kenny go off her seat at Manchester’s Free Trade Hall in October 1905 and asked Winston Churchill ‘If you are elected, will you do your best to make women’s suffrage a government measure?’ when he give his reply of no that’s when she opened up a banners that stated Votes for Women, by doing this she was removed from the meeting and got into an argument with the police officer which he claimed she assaulted him. This then led to her being arrested (Pankhurst, 2017). The women also sent petitions to Parliament for women to have the right to vote Barbara Bodichon in 1866 collected 1500 signatures (UK Parliament, 2018). 


It could be argued that the start of the suffragette’s movement has had both negative and positive impact on society Sad, (2009) suggest that the feminist movement has positives and negatives outcomes the positives are that the feminist movement is creating equality for women in the social, political, economically and biology. He also suggests that the negatives outcomes that many forms of the feminist movement are seen as being anti-male and the feminist movement has created confusion concerning the permissible dynamics between the sexes. Another negative of the feminist movement is that men are seen has rapists, and that heterosexual sex is rape, and that many feminists suggest that men who consume pornography are "rapists-in-training!” (Dworkin, 2007). Another positive suggested by Lombardo, (2016) that the movement promotes relationship equality she also suggest that a negative is that children lack the care from their mother due to more women leaving their children in the care of someone else to go to work. Another negative impact of this approach, is that it has and still does divert attention away from other factors that cause inequality, such as class. In addition, it could be argued that much of the social exclusion within society is not due to a patriarchal hierarchy but the direct result of the vast majority of the planets wealth and resources (99 percent) being monopolized by 1 percent of the global elite (Dworkin, 2007). 
In 2000 world leaders from the United Nations created the eight Millennium Development Goals which had a deadline of 2015 one of the was to Promote gender equality and empower women since 2000 there has been some process on women’s and girls’ equality in education, employment and political representation, but not all the targets were by 2015. The inequality in education has seen that primary level has been accomplished but secondary education was not achieved by their 2015 deadline. On employment since 1990 non farming or rural communities has seen an increase globally by 5% from 35% to 40% (Ford, 2015).  According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, female MPs figures have doubled in the last 20 years’ data shows that women are taking more seats in parliament figures show that 715 women now hold ministerial posts however this is still quarter of the seats in parliament (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2015).  Ford, (2015) stated that “These figures suggest that it will be another 40 years and till there is gender parity is achieved in parliament”.  Following on from the Millennium Development Goals not reaching all of their targets in September 25th 2015, many countries implemented global goals to end poverty, end equality, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development agenda. There are 17 goals and they all have different targets to be achieved over the next 15 years. The united nations states that for these goals to be achieved everyone needs to do their part for example the governments, the private sector, civil society and people like you (United Nations Sustainable Development, 2015). In the stainability agenda one of the 17 goals is goal five this is to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. Although there has been much improvement between gender equality but women and girls are still being discriminated against and suffering from violence in world. United Nations (2015) voiced that   
“gender equality is not only a fundamental human right, but a necessary foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world and providing women and girls with equal access to education, health care, decent work, and representation in political and economic decision-making processes will fuel sustainable economies and benefit societies and humanity at large”. 
The Over sustainable development goals have 9 main targets to be met in the next 15 years these include end all forms of discrimination and violence against all women and girls for example early and forced marriages and female genital mutilation, for everyone to recognize the unpaid work women do such as care and domestic work, ensure that women and girls have access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights, ensure women and girls have access to technology that will promote and empower them, ensure women and girls have equal rights over property, financial services and inheritance, ensure that women and girls have the same rights and opportunities for leadership and making decision and lastly to make policies stronger so the promote gender equality and empower women and girls on all levels (United Nations Sustainable Development, 2015). There have been many critiques of the new Sustainable Development Goals for example experts do not think that the Sustainable Development Goals will have any greater impact in the future and that the Goals are very broad and complex agenda (Jack, 2015). Furthermore, Easterly (2017) states that “The SDGs are a mushy collection of platitudes that will fail on every dimension. They make me feel quite nostalgic for the MDGs.”  Furthermore, Kumar (2017) states that “The Sustainable Development Goals may not be perfect, but the fact that these Global Goals exist is important and valuable”. 
Crossman (2015) describes a system where one group of people are dominant over another, categories of people for example women are oppressed though abuse, exploitation, and injustice. In support of this definition of oppression Dominelli (2002) defines Oppression as, relations that divide people into dominant or superior groups and subordinate or inferior ones. She also states that “In social oppression, all members of a dominant and subordinate categories participate regardless of the individual attitudes or behaviour” (Dominelli, 2002). Globally the groups that benefit from oppression are white middle or upper class men in power an example of this is producer Harvey Weinstein he has been accused by many women in the US of sexually harassing, assaulting, or raping. Example of him abusing his power are comments he made to women such as, telling Arquette that her rejection was a huge mistake and she went on to lose film roles because of her rejection to him, another example is from Mia Kirshner she states that Harvey Weinstein bribed her with success in exchange for sex (Screen Rant, 2017). From the consequences of his actions have led to the formation of the #Me Too campaign which is a social media campaign of women showing their support for other women, this demonstrates a good example of how in 21st century how social media have replaced the way we communicate as compared to the lobbying and non-violet protest by the suffragettes (Shu German, 2017). Germine Greer a well-respected author and feminist who’s known for her outspokenness and her opinion of this campaign is that it would not work, “because power is power, ultimately, and the people protesting are people who don’t have the power.” Example of this is that men who are in power will have powerful lawyers and these kind of cases usually do not make it to court has it gets settle before it reaches this stage. Greer continues her vocal campaign by expressing her concern that the movement is failing the abuse that is happening to minority of women ordinary jobs (Flood, 2018).
Following on from women being oppressed, John Hagan’s power-control theory he states that this theory is a power balance demonstrated in two main types of family these being patriarchal and egalitarian. In a patriarchal family the father takes on the role of being in command. The father being in command he will give orders to the other family members preferably the mother, the mother in this family structure usually do not work outside the home and taking care of the home is her job in this type of family a mother does not work outside of the home (Akers & Sellers, 2009). Within the patriarchal family the parents learn the children how to take on gender roles gender, for example the daughters are showed to be feminine and prepare to take on the role of being a homemaker and Sons are bought up to take on the roles as the breadwinners and are encouraged to go out and experience the world (Ball et al., 2011).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]After much deliberation, the suffragette’s movement have come have come a long way over the past 100 years to protect women and girl’s rights to have be able to live the way they want to live their lives however it’s not just about women it’s about men too and that we all need to encourage each other to live in an equal world. Throughout the last 100 years the suffragette’s fought for women and girls to have the same rights as men and for us to be more equal the results from the movement are women having the right to vote, the right to an education, not to be oppressed within the work place for example women climbing the career ladder or at home and women owning their own fertility, however, these results have come with consequence such women losing their lives. (UK Parliament, 2016). The millennium goals have achieved a lot for women however it still did not reach their target by 2015 and had to be replaced by The UN sustainability goals which have many targets to be met for women and girls by 2030 however it has been critiqued as people think the goals will not be met till 2040 (Jack, 2015). Throughout the year there have many policy and legislation in place to protect women one of these being is the Equal Pay Act 1970, after not being successful the act was replaced with Equality Act 2010 and even with the Equality Act 2010 in place there is still in today society inequality between men and women. 
