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Alfie Evans, a young baby boy from Merseyside was born on 9th May 2016. His parents Tom Evans and Kate James had a long-term dispute with Alder Hey children’s hospital in Liverpool where he was first admitted suffering seizures in December 2016. The doctors in Alder Hay were unable to identify his degenerative neurological condition. His parents wanted him to be treated in a hospital in Italy, however the hospital blocked their request by applying to the high court to prevent this from happening. The hospital in Italy, supported by the Vatican, wanted to conduct operations on Alfie to help keep him alive, Alder Hay however claimed that brain scans indicated irreversible brain damage and argued that keeping him alive was inhumane.
The newspapers covered the Alfie Evans case very well with many of them saying different stories, such as the telegraph has said that Alfie should be allowed to go home and have his last days with his family at his home instead of being in the hospital where Alfie would have been surrounded by the police and his many supporters. (Patrick Sawer, 2018). The sun reported that Alder Hay hospital had refused Alfie to be allowed to go home and be with his loved ones. His dad Tom Evans was not happy with this as he wanted to take his son home where he should be. More of Alfie’s family were coming together to fight what is right for him. His uncle was hinting to the parents that more protests were coming to the hospital to fight for or even with Alfie’s parents to get the government to do the right thing at the time to send Alfie to Italy for the treatment. (Cooke, 2018). The daily mirror does not report that much on the Alfie case. The mirror has only reported a few as they word them differently from the other newspapers and magazines. The mirror did a report when Alfie’s dad had found out that the hospital went behind his parents back to have a life or death meeting on how they should go about what to do next. Alfie’s dad seemed believed that the hospital was trying to blackmail him into their son’s death as he was told that the hospital would not allow him to even hold his son Alfie until they had gone and spoken to the consultants about taking his vent away that was helping Alfie stay alive for all this time. (Bullen, 2018). The sun newspaper reported that the Pope had looked Alfie’s dad Tom in the eye and said, ‘that they are doing the right thing with for Alfie’. The parents of Alfie had received a letter from the president of Bambino Geus hospital to say that they could take Alfie. The Pope and his team was going to come over and help his parents with testifying in the court. (Cambridge, 2018). The telegraph reported that Alfie had been given the Italian citizenship after the Pope had travelled to help Alfie’s parents in the case. The Italian foreign ministry cannot wait for Alfie to be treated over in their hospital and wanting to start the treatment as soon as possible as the Italian government were hoping for an immediate transfer, as the Alder Hay were going to turn off his life support for this treatment to happen. The telegraph also reported that at this time there was about nearly 200 people that protested outside Alder Hay in Liverpool because the judges at European court of Human Rights refused to intervene in the case. (Horton, Thornhill and Squires, 2018). The parents of Alfie were going to make an appeal against the court from stopping them from taking their son to Italy for the treatment and was going to get three other judges in to hear Alfie’s case. The mirror reported that the court still ruled that Alfie could go home but was not to go to Italy for the treatment if he was to survive after his life-support was turned off at the hospital. (Evans, 2018). The telegraph had been reporting that since Alfie has had his life support turned off he has been breathing on his own. The Alder Hay hospital were shocked to see how well Alfie was doing without the life-support for nine hours. Even through Alfie was breathing on his own his parents still wanted to take Alfie to the hospital in Italy to be treated for his condition. Alfie’s parents applied for more time for Alfie to be on the life-support but again the judges turned them down again. (Reporters, 2018). The mirror reported that Alfie had his life-support turned off on Monday night after being let down by many of the courts had sadly passed away after a long battle with a mystery brain condition in the early hours of Saturday morning. Many supports were outside Alder Hay hospital with many blue and purple balloons ready to be released into the air in honour of Alfie. (Evans, Evans and Neal, 2018). The sun reported that Alfie had sadly passed away in the early hours of Saturday morning after five days without life-support due to his battle with a degenerative brain condition after been in a state since December 2016. (Cooke, Petkar and Doyle Higgins, 2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The newspapers could have done a bit more to help the public understand how Alfie’s parents were feeling with how the courts were handling their case, as Alfie’s parents tried everything in their power to make sure their son could have a life that all children have received from their parents. The courts could have given Alfie’s parents the chance to get the treatment he needed by maybe getting a boat to Italy. Alfie should not have been left to die in the hospital but should have been left on his life-support for a bit longer. Alder Hay hospital in Liverpool could have seen Alfie doing well without the life-support and redone their decision to allow Alfie to have the treatment that he needed to maybe have the chance at life. Alfie’s parents did the right thing into fighting for their son until the end as they saw what was right for him. The courts could have allowed the Italy hospital staff who were going to give Alfie the operation to come over to the Liverpool hospital to give Alfie the operation instead of getting the citizenship to fly over to Italy. The courts could have maybe seen that the Pope was giving the family of Alfie false hope in helping him become stronger on his own. The father of Alfie could see that maybe there is a chance of him pulling through his condition. The parents have every right to change the law for their son Alfie and they will not stop until they have the justice for him.     
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