
What is Critical Thinking?

Critical thinking is when you examine ideas
or information from an objective position
taking into account your own emotions,
values, attitudes an experiences.

Cottrell (2005) describes critical thinking as
‘a complex process of deliberation which
involves a wide range of skills and
attitudes’
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Objectivity

Objectivity is when you read, think and write without 
bias on the given subject. It is when you look at all of 
the available evidence, questioning the authenticity of 
the information and looking to see if there is bias 
towards one perspective.

Personal reflection
It is easy to allow bias to
show in your work,
based on personal
experiences or
emotions. Any
information given
should be based on facts
with evidence to
support it

Subjectivity

Subjectivity is when
something is based on, or
influenced by, personal
feelings, experiences or
opinions.

It is important to look at
the facts and opinions,
question them, and come
to my own conclusions.

Rhetoric

Rhetoric can be used to persuade or
manipulate the reader into believing
information without providing evidence
to support your point of view.

Personal reflection
It is critical when looking at
information to question
everything you read. Not
everything is based on facts
and if at any point you are
unsure then find more
evidence on the subject to help
you to come to a conclusion.

Personal reflection
When looking at research you
must not allow yourself to be
swayed by persuasive or
emotive language, instead you
must look at the facts and
research, and not allow the
writers bias to persuade you
one was or another
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