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Part 1 

In 2008, Wales set about introducing a new curriculum for children and young people aged three to sixteen years old. The foundation phase provides a developmentally appropriate experiential curriculum for Wales. (Waldron et al., 2014). For a play-based curriculum to be successful, it is important that practitioners have a clear understanding of what is meant by play and how play impacts children’s learning and progress. (Taylor et al., 2015).
This assignment will critically analyze the implementation of play based early years curricula referring to evaluative research evidence and reports. This assignment will consider the aspects of the Foundation phase and its’s strengths and challenges. 

A play-based curriculum for Wales.
Play is one of the main ways in which children learn. We recognise the importance of play in children’s lives and state in our statutory guidance Wales – a Play Friendly Country (2014): 
‘The Welsh Government places great value on play and its importance in the lives of children in our society ... We also believe that play is essential for the growth in children’s cognitive; physical; social and emotional development.’

The Foundation Phase is built on the principles of children learning through play. Evidence shows that children develop their language and communication skills when they play. In addition to this, play offers opportunities for children to explore, solve problems and develop relationships with other people. (WAG, 2018). According to Waters ( 2016 ), The Foundation Phase requires practitioners to play a full and active part in facilitating children’s play, developing an inquiry-based approach suited to the individual child. For this to happen, staff need to take a positive attitude towards experiential learning. 
Taylor et al., (2015) found that the majority of those interviewed for the Evaluation of the Foundation Phase, Final Report, welcomed the implementation of the Foundation Phase with some feeling excited. From this national survey, findings showed that 54% of headteachers and 59% of lead practitioners were looking forward to the Foundation Phase being rolled out. Furthermore, a staggering 97% of headteachers felt that the staff who would be delivering the Foundation Phase looked forward to its introduction. 
However, despite these figures, there remains considerable variability in the extent to which senior leadership teams are knowledgeable about, and supportive of, the Foundation Phase. Taylor et al., (2015). 
Furthermore, it is unclear from the afore mentioned report, what support staff feel about the implementation and impact of the foundation phase. It is worth considering the level of qualification that support staff have when employed by local authorities to work with children and young people. At present, there is no formal requirement for support staff to have a qualification in childcare, however, this is advantageous when applying for positions. In contrast, Sammons et al., 2017 (as cited by Iles, 2019), states that staff qualifications are only one consideration when employing staff and that other measures should be considered such as leadership qualities and knowledge of sustained shared thinking and the ability to provide an engaging environment. (Sammons et al., 2017).

Physical literacy
The Foundation Phase is a holistic play-based learning continuum. Subjects have been replaced with seven areas of learning. However, physical education will no longer be taught in its traditional form, instead a focus on physical literacy will be implemented. (ERIC 2016). Wainwright et al., (2016) support ERIC’s findings. The idea of a learning continuum works well in the Foundation Phase, supporting the theory that the emphasis on outdoor play contributes to physical literacy. The study found a positive relationship between physical competencies and greater outcomes. (Wainwright 2014, as cited by Wainwright et al., 2016). 

Curriculum reform is taking place in Wales. Welsh Government says improving education is a national mission.  Curriculum reform is needed to provide a broad range of skills and knowledge to equip children and young people ages 3 to 16 for a successful future. The curriculum is not just what is taught, but how and why? (WAG,2020)

In 2015, Professor Graham Donalson conducted an Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales. His findings outlined a great need for change and curriculum reform and to achieve world class education for children and young people in Wales. (Successful futures, 2015).

BERA (2020) recommends that The Curriculum for Wales will require significant levels of new investment. Expanding on this, BERA says that experiential learning is a lot more expensive to achieve than having all children sitting at desks. 

This review involved collecting evidence from educators across Wales. The data collected was analyzed by The Wales Institute of Social and Economic Research, Data and Methods (WISERD). In total the number of people who contributed exceed 700, including 300 children. (Successful Futures, 2015).
It could be argued that this data did not reach wide enough as The national statistics office reports there are 1480 schools in Wales that employ 23,594 teachers and 469,176 pupils. This figure does not include support staff.
The curriculum will concentrate on four purposes. The four purposes are;
ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives
enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work	
ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world
healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society
 
It is designed to:
help practitioners to develop a more integrated approach to learning
Support schools to design their own curriculum and assessment arrangements
ensure assessment and learners’ progression are intrinsic to a setting or school’s curriculum
 
Potential barriers in achieving curriculum reform for Wales and will look at successful curriculum reform in other nations such as Finland. (Halinen, 2018).
Almost every country in the world has undertaken some form of curriculum reform over the past two decades, yet there are often insufficient supports provided for teachers to adjust and develop new practices to their own contexts. (Camburn and Han, 2015, as cited by Girvan et al., 2016).

Conclusion
The evaluation finds that the introduction of the Foundation Phase has led to overall improvements in children’s educational achievement, wellbeing, and involvement. Furthermore, these improvements have the potential to lead to even greater educational success as the children grow up.


Part 2
The role of the adult.
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that continuous, enhanced, and focused provision should be provided for all children. Within this framework an emphasis has been put on the role of the adult to observe children across all three types of provision. Assessment is to be provided for all children regardless of ability. 
There are various forms of assessing a child, these include observation. Although there will always be an available adult in early years settings, often, the adult needs to step out of the activity to best assess. 
The unique child.

Considering how early years practitioners ensure that children are prepared for formal assessment at the end of year2 

Spontaneous access between indoor and outdoor learning environments was rarely observed. But in some schools and funded non-maintained settings, particularly ‘pack-away’ settings, there are significant limits on how much indoor and outdoor spaces can be modified in order to provide stimulating and effective learning environments





Part 3. Blog. 

Will The New Curriculum for Wales be the catalyst we need for ‘The Third Teacher’ to be an integral resource in Early years education? 

As Wales embarks on it’s mission of curriculum reform, I have often considered the implications for the learning environment. Will it change, will it remain the same?  We are told that the environment is the third teacher, however, will schools buy into this and develop what was proposed by The Foundation Phase in 2010?

If we look back, The Foundation Phase was an exciting time for Wales. At last, we had an opportunity for change, to be able to welcome a play-based curriculum for all children aged three to sixteen. We know from research and reports such as Evaluating the Foundation Phase: Final Report (Taylor et al., 2015) that schools interpreted the Foundation Phase and it’s pedagogy is a variety of ways. Some schools went all the way and implemented the Foundation Phase throughout all year groups, whereas others took parts pertinent to their existing structure, namely The National Curriculum and some even attempted to make change, yet somehow seemed stuck in a traditionalist mindset. 
Curriculum 2022 is happening and there is a buzz in education. It is another new and exciting time for Wales following on from Professor Graham Donaldson’s review and findings in Successful Futures 2015. It is interesting to read that the pedological ideals from the foundation phase can also be found in Curriculum 2022. An emphasis has been put on the Four Purposes including opportunities for children to fully engage with learning through the provision of “Rich, stimulating environments where they can explore and experiment with ideas and resources, collaborate actively with their peers and make dynamic connections with a clear sense of purpose to construct meaning.” Surely this lends itself to learning in an outdoor environment. 
It strikes me as odd that some practitioners prefer to teach every subject inside and have the ‘fear’factor or lack of confidence to take a maths lesson or singing outdoors. Surely, almost every topic, if not all could be taught in a natural space. 

As a teaching assistant myself, working in Pioneer School, I often lack the opportunity to engage with other schools, especially during this time of Covid 19 where we are no longer able to share best practice in person, however, we are still able to use modern technology to interact with each other's learning spaces. Perhaps this is something that could be considered across local authorities, even Wales.
This would provide practitioners an experience of networking with other settings and learning from best practice. 

Practitioners need to trust that a huge amount of funding and time, as well as many reports, consultations and recommendations have been made so that all children in Wales can access a progressive and exciting curriculum that will empower them with skills and knowledge for the future, moreover, for the future that will have opportunities and roles that we don’t even know about yet. The third teacher can provide all we need to deliver a successful Curriculum 2022 in Wales. 
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