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Task 1 – Rationale 
The audience of this lesson was a class of thirty pupils, eighteen in Year 4 and twelve in Year 5. The pupils within the class speak English as their first language and furthermore their Welsh language ability is not at a very high level. Within school, Welsh is not taught very regularly within this class and finally, no learners within the class speak Welsh outside of school.  With this considered, I decided to teach a lesson which would develop two areas of the curriculum, taking influence from the Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach to second language teaching as CLIL is very beneficial to language acquisition (Baker, 2014). This approach was chosen as this lesson will develop is their Welsh language skills and their basic Mathematics skills, those being addition, subtraction, division and multiplication. The session will be taught through the medium of Welsh as much as possible and in order to do this I have prepared a vocabulary list which will be used by myself during the lesson to improve my own use of the Welsh language (see Appendix One).
This lesson will offer many teaching opportunities such as developing the pupils’ knowledge of Welsh numbers and mathematical phrases, for example ‘rhanni’r gan’ and ‘lluosi gan’.  As well as this, the children will have the opportunity to develop their basic Mathematics skills in preparation for their national testing which will be taking place in the coming weeks. The class will be split into two higher ability and three lower ability groups of five learners. The higher ability groups will complete a worksheet with the mathematical questions exclusively in Welsh (see Appendix Two) and the lower ability group will complete a worksheet which will present the questions using numbers and then ask the children to write their answer using Welsh (see Appendix Three). I have chosen to differentiate in this way because I wanted to challenge all learners, while also providing every learner with a task they would be able to complete. The resources which will be made available to the class are a list of numbers from one to twenty, which will be displayed on the interactive television. In addition to this, the lower ability groups will be given a vocabulary sheet which is very similar to the vocabulary which will be displayed on the interactive television. This has been done so the vocabulary will always be within their eyesight and should allow the children to complete the task independently.

Task 2 
Youtube Link - https://youtu.be/bu1MnEHMFTI 
Task 3 
On the completion of the Welsh lesson, I believe the learning which occurred in the session was pleasing. However, there are many aspects of the lesson which could be improved further to improve my teaching and the amount of Welsh learning which takes place within my Welsh language lessons. 

When reviewing my introduction, I think it was quite brief, but it was effective and I achieved everything I intended to before setting the children on their task. I believe the way I consolidated their knowledge of numbers by asking children to tell what certain numbers were in Welsh was quite successful as it allowed myself to assess how well the children knew higher numbers in Welsh. This part of the introduction meant that I was able to identify children within the class that were not too sure of the higher numbers and from this assessment, I made sure I visited these learners as they were undertaking the main task to ensure the understood how to write two-digit and three-digit numbers in Welsh.  My explanation of the differentiated tasks to the groups was very good. I ensured I visited every group within the class and explained their task fully. I visited each table one by one to ensure all learners were fully aware of the task. However, I believe I could have used more Welsh throughout this aspect of the lesson. In the future, I will try to prepare in advance a way of explaining the task through the medium of Welsh. This would have been very beneficial for the lesson as it would have greatly increased the variety of Welsh which was spoken during the session. I think that the plenary was a strong aspect of the lesson. I reviewed answers from their main tasks and asked children to translate the questions from Welsh into English. This part of the lesson consolidated the work they had completed in the task.

The resources I used within the lesson were very effective and they ensured all learners had something to either consolidate their Welsh language skills or improve their initial knowledge of numbers and mathematical phrases. However, when reflecting upon the amount of Welsh that the children spoke, it is disappointing to state that they did not use any Welsh outside of the phrases and the words which were within the task. Except for numbers and mathematical phrases, not a lot of Welsh was spoken by the pupils. If I were to teach this lesson again, I think I would have created a larger vocabulary list, with general Welsh sentence starters and questions. This may have encouraged the children to use these phrases and I think this would have also drastically increased the amount of Welsh which was spoken by the children.

My use of Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies was good throughout the session, although I believe this is something I could improve upon as I continue my teaching career. I believe it would be very beneficial to begin using a strategy such as ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down’ through the medium of Welsh as this would expose more Welsh language phrases to my learners. Effective AfL strategies can be a vital part of a learner’s development (Sangster and Overall, 2006) and through using a strategy through the medium of Welsh, it would contribute to an immersive lesson, which can be beneficial for second language attainment (Grosjean, 2014). 

For the lesson, my intention was to teach using as much Welsh as I could, and I also encouraged the whole class to speak in as much Welsh as they could. I did this because there is a lot of research suggesting that teaching using immersive techniques, when a large majority of a lesson is spoken in a second language to teach an area of the curriculum, is very successful in acquiring a second language. Baker (2014) writes that through teaching CLIL lessons, language is acquired at a faster rate and two outcomes can be achieved at once, as learners develop their knowledge of a language and of the content of the lesson. I believe this was the case during my lesson, as the children quickly developed an understanding of the mathematical phrases in Welsh. In addition to this, Krashen (1982) suggests that this approach is the most beneficial and efficient way to teach a second language, as the students learn more from speaking in the language than they do when talking about the language.

From the video, it is clear to see that the differentiation of the tasks worked quite well. However, I feel that I did not challenge the learners enough with the Mathematics aspect of the lesson. The questions used were not that difficult for Year 4 and Year 5 learners and although the Welsh language aspect of their task was quite challenging for every learner, the Mathematics could have been more challenging for the higher ability groups of children.

When teaching this lesson, a weekly target of mine was to increase my use of incidental Welsh. To achieve this target I created a vocabulary sheet to be used by myself. This sheet was stuck onto the whiteboard at the other end of the classroom. Throughout the lesson, I tried as much as I could to use phrases such as ‘gwrandewch i fi’ and ‘dim siarad’ although after watching the video of the lesson it is obvious to see that this is an aspect of my teaching which needs to be improved drastically. In my final weeks on placement and as I begin my teaching career, I will ensure I continue to work towards developing my use of incidental Welsh within all lessons. Estyn (2012) write that through using incidental Welsh across the curriculum, the Welsh language attainment of the learners within the class can be greatly increased. In addition to this, WJEC (1998) state that through using incidental Welsh in the classroom, Welsh becomes natural to learners and the teacher. The importance of exposing learners to new language is very important. Language input is believed to be the main source of language learning (de Bot et al., 2005) and in order to develop the Welsh language ability of the pupils within my class, I need to increase the variety of Welsh which is spoken within the classroom, through the use of incidental Welsh.

When reviewing the video of my lesson, I was disappointed with the amount of Welsh that I used during the introduction and the plenary. On many occasions, I could have used the sentence pattern “Beth ydy….” rather than “What is…” to not only increase the amount of Welsh that I was speaking but also to expose and model this sentence pattern to the class. I could feel myself holding back on the amount of Welsh I spoke to the learners and I believe this was due to my lack of confidence. Quigley (2016) writes that a confident teacher has a vital impact on the attainment of their learners. I really need to develop my confidence when teaching Welsh lessons and this can be done by creating vocabulary sheets and gaining more experience of teaching Welsh. Through my teaching placements, I have been in schools which have not been too focused upon Welsh language development and I think that this has had a negative impact on my development as a teacher. With more experience and confidence, I think that I will also become more enthusiastic within Welsh lessons. Teacher enthusiasm is an important factor to second language acquisition (Baker, 2001). 

Cook (2008) regards pronunciation as one of the most important factors when learning a new language, as the ability to use correct pronunciation to convey a message is vital to accurate communication. In reflection, the learners’ pronunciation of certain words of the Welsh language is an aspect which could be Improved. Welsh Government (2016) state that through education in Welsh lessons, learners should speak Welsh clearly using correct intonation and emphasis. Cook (2008) suggests that this can be achieved through learning phonemes which relate to their second language. Welsh is regarded as a phonetic language (Jones, 2010) and this could be a very successful teaching method for improving pronunciation. However, with these learners, I believe the best way would be for myself to model the correct pronunciation of difficult words. Teacher modelling with student repetition can be a very useful learning tool (Haston, 2007). In hindsight, I believe that if I used repetition and modelled the words that children were saying wrong more often, the children’s pronunciation would have been better. In contrast to this, Corder (1967) writes that it is more beneficial for learners to discover their own language errors rather than being constantly corrected by their teachers. This is a point to consider; however I think that for the sake of this lesson, modelling would have been the most efficient strategy to use. 

To conclude this reflection, recording a Welsh lesson was very advantageous for myself. Through watching the video on numerous occasions, I have been able to suggest areas for personal improvement as well as identify areas of strength. As a result of this reflection, I have an understanding where I need to improve, such as gaining confidence and experience and improving my use of incidental Welsh.  Through setting these personal targets, I believe I will become better at teaching Welsh in the beginning years of my teaching career.
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Appendices 
Appendix One – Welsh Language Vocabulary Sheet for self-use
Wyt ti’n gwrando/ Ydych chi’n gwrando? – Are you listening?
Beth wyt ti’n eisiau? – What do you want?
Caewch y drws – Close the door
Pwy sy’n helpwr heddiw? – Who is the helper today? 
Ewch allan – Go out
Gwnewch res – Make a line 
Dim siarad – No talking
Mae hi’n amser ……. – It is __________ time. Cinio/Tacluso/Chwarae.

Dangoswch i mi – Show me










Appendix Two – Higher ability worksheet
Dydd Mawrth 14 Mis Mai 2019
Mathemateg yng Gymraeg
WALT: Use your knowledge of Welsh to answer Maths questions
Answer the following questions and write your answers in Welsh. 
For example – 10 + 9 = un deg naw (19) 
1.	Beth ydy deg adio un deg un? 

2.	Beth ydy dau lluosi gan un deg dau? 


3.	 Beth ydy un deg wyth rhannu’r gan tri? 

4.	 Beth ydy naw lluosi gan saith? 

5.	 Beth ydy wyth deg tynnu’r un deg dau? 

6.	Beth ydy dau cant tri deg un adio dau ddeg dau? 


7.	Beth ydy un deg dau adio dau ddeg tri?

8.	Beth ydy chwech lluosi gan wyth?


9.	Beth ydy deg lluosi gan deg tynnu’r deg?

10.Beth ydy pump deg chwech rhannu’r gan naw?
Appendix Three – Lower ability worksheet
       Dydd Mawrth 14 Mis Mai 2019
Mathemateg yng Gymraeg
WALT: Use your knowledge of Welsh to answer Maths questions
Answer the following questions and write your answers in Welsh.  For example – 10 + 9 = un deg naw (19) 
1. 10 + 11 =  ______________________________

2. 2 x 12 = ________________________________

3.  18 ÷ 3 = ________________________________


4.  9 x 7 = _________________________________


5.  80 – 12 = _______________________________


6. 231 + 22 = ______________________________


7.  12 + 23 = _______________________________


8. 6 x 8 = __________________________________


9. 10 x 10 – 10 = ____________________________

     10.  56 ÷ 9 = ________________________________
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