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SCRIPT 

Hello, my name is Jack Benney, and I’m here today in my professional capacity as 

a Police Officer. For this discussion I will be speaking about the role of the police in 

safeguarding children and how we work alongside other professionals to protect 

vulnerable families. 

As a police officer, I hold a clear duty of care, not only to individuals involved in 

specific incidents but to all children and young people within our communities. The 

NSPCC and children act 1989 define safeguarding as protecting children from abuse 

and maltreatment, ensuring children have safe and effective care and taking action 

to allow children to have the best outcomes, as stated by Youth Justice Legal Centre 

(2021). Safeguarding is not something that’s limited to one case or family, it’s an 

ongoing commitment, and it extends far beyond the immediate situation. While 

today’s scenario focuses on a three-year-old boy named Harry Jones, it’s vital to 

recognise that the principles and responsibilities of safeguarding apply to all children, 

in all contexts. 

My role as a police officer within safeguarding involves recognising signs of abuse, 

neglect, or harm, accurately recording those concerns using formal processes 

like PPNs and then responding in a way that ensures the child is protected. A PPN, 

or a public protection notice, it is an information-sharing document that records 

safeguarding concerns about an adult or child. PPNs are shared with partner 

agencies to inform a multi-agency response, as stated by HMICFRS (2022).  This 

response could involve initiating a criminal investigation, referring to social care, or 

collaborating with schools and other agencies. Everything is done with the child's 

best interests at the centre.  
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I became involved after Harry’s nursery raised concerns about his appearance and 

emotional wellbeing. Staff noticed that Harry often arrived in inappropriate clothing, 

which was sometimes dirty, without socks, or without a coat. They also reported a 

shift in his behaviour as he became withdrawn, tearful, and reluctant to engage with 

staff. These concerns were flagged up quickly and appropriately by the 

nursery’s Designated Safeguarding Lead, which allowed me to act promptly. This is 

because school must follow the education act 2002, this legislation sets about the 

duties and responsibilities for staff to share information or concerns they have for a 

child’s safety and wellbeing, according to Watts (2024) 

Further enquiries revealed that Harry’s mother, Heidi, had recently entered a new 

relationship with a man named Johnny Rees who is unknown to the school staff and 

isn’t on the list of adults who can pick up Harry. Johnny has a record of multiple 

violent offences, and a documented history of domestic abuse against previous 

partners. His own children are currently subject to a Child Protection Plan, raising 

serious safeguarding concerns regarding his involvement in Harry’s life. Due to these 

concerns, I submitted a Public Protection Notice. This ensures that organisations 

such as children’s services, education providers, and health professionals are all 

made aware and can contribute to the risk assessment. In addition, we 

applied Clare’s Law, also known as the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme. 

Gov.uk (2024) explains that Clare’s law enables the police to disclose information to 

a victim or a potential victim of domestic abuse about their partner or ex-partners 

previous abusive or violent offending. In this case, police considered whether 

Johnny’s background warranted disclosure to Heidi in order to prevent further harm. 

After a formal risk assessment, we concluded that disclosure was in fact justified to 

ensure Heidi had all the information necessary to make any informed decisions 

about the safety of herself and her children. 

As part of our safeguarding approach, we also activated Operation Encompass. This 

is a national scheme that ensures schools and early years settings are informed if a 

child has been exposed to a domestic incident. It allows staff to provide appropriate 

pastoral care and support, without needing to know the full detail of the incident. 

Operation Encompass (2022) defines this as a police and education early 

information safeguarding partnership enabling schools to offer immediate support to 
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children experiencing domestic abuse. For children like Harry, this can make a 

significant difference to how they are supported the following day. 

Legislation.gov.uk (2025) states that Under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989, 

police have a legal duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need. If 

there is reasonable cause to suspect significant harm, then under Section 47, a 

multi-agency child protection enquiry must take place. In this case, the combination 

of Harry’s presentation, Johnny’s background, and other reports including an incident 

where Johnny attempted to collect Harry from nursery while under the influence of 

alcohol, gave sufficient grounds for such an enquiry. 

Police officers do not act in isolation. Effective safeguarding relies on multi-agency 

collaboration. When professionals speak openly, record accurately, and escalate 

when needed, we stand a much better chance of protecting children like Harry. As 

police, we also carry the responsibility of gathering evidence for possible criminal 

offences, especially where domestic abuse is suspected. This could include 

obtaining statements, collecting CCTV, or body-worn camera footage, and liaising 

with the Crown Prosecution Service where appropriate. However, safeguarding isn’t 

just about the crime but also about the wellbeing, states NHS England (2025). 

My role as a police officer is to recognise risks, respond quickly, and ensure all 

relevant information is passed to the appropriate agencies. But without the expertise 

and input of professionals in education, health, and social care, we wouldn’t be able 

to keep children safe effectively and to the best of our abilities. 

Thank you. 
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